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RY all 8 that *cis not . is artfully pleaded, 2 
"4, is fully proved-4 not what may be ſaid f Us, but what the 
* Law ſays, that ought to be our Rule, in all ſuch Caſes. 
Wrhiſt. Script. Polit. Dedicat. to B. Bangor, p. xx. As we 
faid 3 fo ſay L now again, © If any Man preach any 

* oth er Goſpel unto'you, than N have received, let lim 
* be acewrſed. , Galat. 0. ; 
London, printed for the 3 and | ld by Jon. 
Mo n near Stationer 's-Hall. —_ 
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MB Have bl Their Opi pinions, | with the 
ſame Freedom that - They have propoſed 
© them, and which the Intereſt of Truth and 
© Ri k require, as I conceive, in this 
. Cale. And this reedom, J believe, will not 
« he offenſive: to Them hues: For, if they will | 
© ſtand, it will give Them further Opportunity 
5 to clear — but, if they will not, as I ve- 
2 « rily think they will not, it will coticern All, 
© and no Perſon more than Themſelwes, to be 1 
* ſhewed the Falſhood of Wenn . 4x 
Vol i cl. 297. 417 * 
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HC 0 1 have 2 great Averfioni * 
to the fulſome latteries, and 
other Impertinences, which 
are oftentimes, by our Faſſho- 
tuble Wri ters, foiſted in between their 
Title-Page and Book (as if they Wan 
ted ſomewhat of a Foil to make their 
following Pages ſeem the brighter) 
= 3 
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thou 16 


CES | >” deny them 
be many Tit 2 Di ul , fometimes | 
A Ns; es ther 5 ore. / whilſt. I BZ 
bt there Was no Neef y for ei 


ther, I ventured into the World, with- 
out A tron, without Apology (And who 
would not have perſwaded himſelf, as 


I did, that faithful Extract out of the y 
Holy  Seriptures, might have been ſuf- 


e roteated, as well as Warran- 


ed, by M Aw 


writy?): But, fince 


l Save had full _ Experience, that the 
beſt Cauſe ! is not always the moſt fa- 


487 heard, and that even thole mn | c 


and the 


King have oftenti 


the moſt „ in this World, 1 


- thouglt it high, Time, to betfunk” 1 
ſelt of ſome Pan, in whoſe Counte| 
nance I might. find; Encouragement; | 
wy pres | 


And where can I fo geaton 


ſume upon a Defence againſt the imper - 
tinent Cavils, the groundleſs —— 
ang: the odiqus Reflections of the open 


and ſecret 3 of the Church and | 


441"; 


if ,” : 
onar- - = 


The DED 105 ION. 

: A ag from Taue hoſe Common 

Concern.” this is? For t 187) bts of the 
Church cant be violated, but your 
Religion (or, at leaſt, the ¶Exerciſe f it) 
will become precarious: Neither can 
thoſe of the Cron be invaded, with⸗ 
cout involving 2 private Subject (and 
more eſpecially Io, who by Principle 
are the moſt inticlabi) attach'd thereto) 
in the Common Calamity. For, ſuch 
| hath formerly been, and I hope ſtill 
may be, the Charaderiſtick of that 
of Church, of which we are Members, that 
© it © hath-flood unſhaken in its Teig 

| J among all the Storms of Fury, and 
5 Paroxiſms of Madneſs, which ha ve 
| © ſeized our Nation. For neither the 
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I 4 the People, that imagined a vain Ihings 

FE | finot. the Fears. and Rumours of June *; 

} | ©. vations in Relig gion, dreſſed up with al l 
0 the amazing Circumſtances of Hot: 
S rour; not ſecret Underminings, and 

7 c © open Batteries; not the Force of 

I 0 5 nor Power of Perſwafi 


+ Rage of the Heathen, nor Made o 


The DEDICATION. 
© on; nor all other Stratagems of re- 
© bellious Minds, could ever draw off 
© one True n 'sf the: Church from his ? 
F Alles zance and Loyalty: Loyalty be | 
the Badge of the Church and Clergy of 
E Fnoland ; and there bèing no truer Þ 
©: ShiBbuleth to diſtinguiſh her True Sons, 
© from thoſe why are > ſpurious and pre- 
tended Ones (a). 
And yet, it is diet your Concern alone, 
but that of every Engliſh Subject. For 
ſince, as hath been lately well obſer ved, 
<.the King has at leaſt the ſame Right 
© with every private Perſon, and a 
6 Bek greater Right, as he ſuftains the 1 
© Perſon and Fortunes of eve private 
Man in that Community, (5), It I 
follows, that whenever the Rights of | 
the King are injuriouſſy attempted, thoſe | 
of every private Subject muſt be ſenſibly 19 
affected; and conſequently, every private j | 
Subject in the nere ought to 
: in- 2 
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(. Heyrick's Serm. 26. Jul. 1685, b. 10, 31. 00 Gm. T. 
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intereſs himſelf therein, and make it 


bs own Caſe. But, that this is even 
our indiſpenſible Duty, we have alſo 
the Fas Authority and Ev idence of 
our Bleſſed: Saviour ; Who, in what he 
= fays relating - to himſelf, ; Painly inti- 

| mates, That, whenever a Kong's Perſon, 


or Rights, are in Danger, from either 
the Hands, Pens, or Tongues of his E- 
nemies, it is the Duty of all his Subjects 
to alfiſ him, by all manner of Ways, 
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and when Occaſion requires it, to fight 


that he ſhould, not be delivered to bis F 


2 Enemies i ee 


This, my Brethren, (to uſe; the 


4 Words of : a late Eminent Divine) i is not 


© only the Beſt, but the Only True Cauſe 


d © of God in this World, for which Al 
F<. Subj jects are bound in Conſcience. to 
FI ight; the Cauſe of their Lawful So- 


. 
1 

<p c 
1 
- SEE 

WE 
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veraign, that which he authorizes, 


either by his Perſon, or his Conti 
fon, or his Allowance G. N 


n 1 4 : 
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The fatal Conſequences of the Ne- 
pie of this Duty, in the Beginning o | 

e Troubles of our Royal eros, | 
nage ſtrongl 2M alſo, from our own HE. 
rence, as Enoliſhmen „ againſt the like 
e whenever it pleaſes God 
Almighty, for our National Sms, to af. 
diet us with tlie like National Fudgments. C 
For, then, our undoubted Lawful So-— 
Lerulgun was, by his Natural horn and 
exon Subj o&ts, , Refiſted, Impriſoned, De- 
poſed, ard Murthered: His undoubted 
n aud Heir firſt driven into Po; 5 i 
Countries, for Protection and Subfi-. 
ſtance, and then, under a Charge of 
Popery, Ke. \Renounced, - Artainted, Ab- 
Jured, and a Prite ( much s greater than 
4 Thirty Pieces of - Silver) 55 upon bis 
| Head; tho' in Truth, if he had been: a 
H Papit indeed, it had been bis Niger. FP 
dun only, but their cum Fault." Xx 

For, (as a late Divine obſerved ) thoſe F 

Rebels, < by bariiſhing the Royal Fa- 

= © ily catt them into the very Jaws J 

OE 7 . and W and not on- 


The DEDICATTON . 
© ly led but drove them into Temptation. 
Upon which he expoſtulates thus. 
And now will theſe Fellows plunge 
Men over Head and Ears in a Ditch, 
J and then knock out their Brains, for 
© having a Spot upon their Clothes? 
© kindle a Flame round about them, 
and then, with tragical Outcries, re- 
© proach them for being ſinged? Do 
all that they can, compaſſing even 
© Sea and Land, to make a Proſelyte 
< to Popery, and then ftrip him of his 
Inheritance for being 10? O! the 
2 © Equity, Reaſon, and Humanity of a 
=. 
c 
0 
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True Proteſtant, Fanatic Zeal! Much 
according to the Devil's Method, 
firſt to draw Men to Sin, and then to 
© damn and deſtroy them for it {a)!? 
hut further, the Biſbops and Clergy, 
who adhered to the Ancient and Or- 
thodox Doctrines of the Church of 
ENGLAND, were turned out of their 
3 Freeholds by pretended Acts or Ordinan- 
= 0, ces 


—__ 


(a) South's Serm. Yol. vi. 2. 27, 28. 
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The DEDICATTON. 
ces of a Rebel Parliament: And others 
i (after the Order of Jeroboam |) Treaſo- 
| ably and Schiſmatically brought upon 
i the Stage, to act the Parts of Kings and 
Prieſts in the reſpective Offices of the 

Church and Kingdom of C briſt Our An- 1 
ceſtors, the True Churchmen and Loyal 
Subjets, were forced to retire into Up- i 
er Rooms, (as their Exemplars, the 
— Cbriſtians, did, in the Time 
ofthe like Perſecutions (a) there private 

Iy to pray unto that God, who ſeeth in 

Secret; (b) (nay, and the good King him- 

ſelf, for Want of his Orthocdos Clergy, 

was, during his Confinement, glad to 

be his own Chaplam in his Bedchamber, 
rather than join with the intruded Schiſ- 
matichs); while the Pulpits and Pariſh- 
Churches were open to every body, but 
ſuch as had the Right and Lawful Cal! 
to them! Then, as a faithful and con- 
Aciencious Adherence to the Lawful 3 
King was accounted High Treaſon ; ſo to 
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(a) As i. 13, ec (b). d. Maths vi. 6. x iii. 19. 


The DEDICATION. 
ſerve God, according to his own Inſtitu- 
tion, was reckoned an High Crime and 
* Miſdemeanour! And, in a Word, the 
2? Beſt Subjects were frequently ſequeſter d, 
and other ways reduced to Rags and 
Poverty, for the Sake of a good Cunſci- 
ence; while the Uſurpers, aud their 
* Adberents, by the Means of unwarran- 
table Compliances, received their good 
" * Thangs in this Life, being clathed in Pur- 
23 ple and fine Linnen, and faring ſumptuouſly 
every Dey (!)!!! 
* To bring all which about, thoſe 
a audacions Rebels began firſt with Fealou- 

= fees and Fears (as they pretended) of 
Popery; which they falſely and ma- 

2 liciouſly infinuated againſt the beft King, 
and one of the beſt Archbi/hops, that the 
beſt of Churches was ever bleſs d with. 
Falſely, I fay, to ſhew their Malice: 
Though, if the King had indeed been 
of that Church, it would not have fol- 
lowẽẽ'd, that our Church muſt have been 
. ruin d; 


(a) St, Luke xvi. 19, 25. 


De DEDICATION. 


ruin'd ; ſince © we might have a Free- 


© dom of Religion under a Popujh Go- 
* vernment, and a Popiſh Direction (a). 
And beſides, as we have God's re- 
5 ow? Promiles to take care of his 
Church in all its Dangers, there is no- 


thing for Us to do, but to uſe Lawful 


Means only for its Security, and truſt 


in Him for the Effect. Whereas the 
contrary Procedure, of Reviling, Re- 


ſoſttag, Impriſoning, De poſing, Baniſhing, 


or Murthering God's Lawful Vicegerent, 
under the ſpecious Pretence of ſecuring 


Religion, is condemned by all true Eu- 
gli/hmen, all true Proteſtants, all true 


Chriſtians. For tis certain, that © no 


© Fealouſies or Fears, no threatning 


Vangers can juſtify any unwarrantable 
© Means of our Preſervation, or make us 
8 PRE our Fuß to God and the 


£ King! (b). No! That is going to 


the Devil for F in God's * and 
is 


8 Na : 
— — - 


(a) B. Hoadl. Serm. 22. Mar. 170). (b) Mr. Sam. 
Adams's Serm. againſt Rebell. 1716. P. 24. 
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is acting upon the Principles of thoſe 
ho hold it lawful to do Evil that Good 
may come; of whom the inſpired Apo- 
be has declared, that their Damnation 
is juſt! (a). 
However, thus thoſe pretended Pa- 
triots 3 And having inſtilled that 
Igrou leſs Apprehenſion of Popery into 
* by credulous Mobb, as the neceſſary 
and unavoidable Conſequence thereof, 
F (and, as if HBugliſbmen had all been Sure 
o the Popiſh Kings before the Reforma- 
. tion!) they alarmed the Nation, with 
by Danger of Lyranny and Arbi⸗ 
I trary Power!. * 
3 Then their Buſineſs was, by their 
Editious Pamphlets and Sermons, to pre- 
dice the unthinking Multitude againſt 
he Government, both in Church and 
ae, as Uſurpations A a4 the Liberties 
J of the Free-born People! and to per- 
Ivade them to exert themſelves, in 
A order 


XY 


a hag N * A + FIRST. * 
CR PN EIA STA. 4 2 « { n : a 
7 a 1 nene . 1 
2 IN n W. 
2 2 
8 
8 


* 


3 2 See Bradf. Serm, 5, Nov. 1608. and Milb. 30. Jas. 
; 2 15. Rom, iii. 8. 
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| The DEDTCATTON. | 
order to the Recovery of their Pretent 3 

ded Native Freedom. 1 

The better to do which, they impu- ' 4 
dently aſſerted (and demurely wy 
the Holy Scriptures, as if they could 
have found Evidence in the Word of God | 
againſt his own Inſtitutions ! ) that nei- 1 
ther the Regal, nor Epiſcopal Power 
had any Ground or Foundation in the 
ſacred Records; but that all Power, i 
Esccleſiaſtical as well as Civil, was radi- 43 r 
cally, or originally, m the People, ww 8 
therefore but a Tru/?, which the 1ru- 
fees muſt be accountable for to them ; 
and conſequently, that the People might 
juſtly Deprive the One, and Depoſe the JF 
Other (yet, and Murder Both) when 
ever, they thought, the Publick G | 
might be advanced thereby. 
I heſe, and the reſt of their bella 
Tenets were ſo manifeſtly contrary to 
Scripture, Hiſtory, Law, Reaſon, and 
even to Common Senſe too, that many 
(and among thoſe that good King him-® 


[ ſelf, whoſe Credulity and © pc 0 
18 


8 


The DEDICATION. 
his greateſt, if not his only Faults) 
* would not be perſwaded to ſuſpect the 
. 2 Senſe, as well as Loyalty, of the Peo- 
ple of England, ſo far, as to appre- 
hend any Danger therefrom. But alas! 
1 © (6 little Aſſurance is there of the Af. 
fections of the Multitude, that) when 
it was too late to rectify it, they 


e were all convinced of their Miſtake : 


8 
SS 
SHES 
3 


— 


r, Inſomuch, that when the King iſſued 


i. his Declaration, in Anſwer to that of the 
d 5% of May, 1642, concerning the Mi- 


i. © ia, he attributed the chief Cauſe of 


: all thoſe Troubles, to thoſe very Pam- 


at Pblets and Papers, which he had before 
be beg bow he High nd Reyal Der 
n- % wherem God had placed him, to take 
of Notice of, And therein His Majeſty 

"Fomplained, That whilſt the Preſſes 
1s © {warmed with, and every Day pro- 

duced new Tracts againſt the Eſta- 
d bliſh'd Goverment of the Church and 

„Slate, moſt Men wanted the Courage 
Wy : or the Conſcience to write, or the Op- 


1 - portunity and Encouragement to pub- 
9 lin 


Parliament Aſſembled, after · the Happy if 9 


of a Þree People, as follows; © I hat the 


77 


The DEDICAPFION: - : 
c liſh ſuch compoſed ſober Animadver- | 
© fions, as might either preſerve the 
Minds of his good Subjects from ſuch ' 
© Infection, or reſtore and recover 
© them, when they were ſo in- 
© fected (a). | 

Agreeably to which, the Great 4 
Council of the Nation, in a Leufa i 4 


Reſtoration of the Syn and Heir of the 
Royal Martyr, declared the true Senſe © 4 


Growth and Encreaſe of the ( 1 
late Troubles and Diſorders did, 1 
a very great Meaſure, proceed fc om 
a 1 of Seditious Sermons, i 
Pamph ts, and Speeches, daily prea- A 
ched and publiſhed, with a tranicen- 
dant Boldneſs, defaming the Perſon 
and Government of His (then) Ma- 
jeſty and his Royal Father, wherein 
Men were too much encouraged : F 
And, above all, from the wilful Mi- 4 
N c ſtake | © | 


- SIE 


** 


* ; f 


(a) Clarend. Had. Rebel. Vol. I. p. 522. in 8vo. 
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(ſtake of the Supream and Law⸗ 
© < ful Authouty, whilſt Men were 
forward to cry up and maintain thoſe 
= © Orders and Oꝛdinances, Paths 
and Covenants, to be Acts Legal 
and Warrantable, © which,” in them- 
ſelves, had not the leaſt Colour 
bgok Law oz Juſtice to ſupport 
= < them. From which kind of Di- 
© ſtempers, as the preſent Age it not 
wholly freed, ſo Poſterity may be apt 
F< to relapſe into them, if timely Neuner 
dy be not provided (a). mn. 
Ik then, according to the Senſe of the 
1 Nation (which is never to be truly 
known but in ſuch Free Parliaments) 
the late Troubles and Diſorders (conſe- 
quent upon the Grand Rebellion which 
ve this Day commemorate) did indeed in 
a very great Meaſure, proceed from ſedatious 
F WSermons, Pamphlets, and Speeches; 
F and n all, from the aul M ſtake 
ua the Seprome and Lavuful Authority, &c. 
e 3 | — (as 
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C) Fat. xiii. Car. 2. Cap. 1. 


De DEDICATION. 
(as you ſee they did); how much does 
it behove all True Churchmen and 

1 Loyal Subjects to encounter ſuch 

ecdbitious Sermons, Pamphlets, and Speeches, 

1:8 and, above all, to do their utmoſt En- 

bi deavour to give their Fellow Subjects 

| a true Notion of the Supreme and Law- 
fal-Ambority, the Miſtake of which, it 
ſeems, has been ſo deſtructive to our ® 

Ii Nation! Remember this, therefore, and 

nl fhew your ſelves Men (a)! Subjeds! 

11 _ Chriſtians! And ſince (we have the ſame 

Authority to ſay, that) the preſent Age s 

| not Wholly freed from thoſe kind of Diſtem- 
ol pers, lee that you watch againſt them, 
and ſtand faſt in Faitb (and Loyalty)! 

By quit youl:ke Men! Be ſtrong (b).! So that, 

it may pleaſe God, anime Remedy be- 

il ing happily provided, neither we, nor 

| our Poſterity, may hereafter be ſubje& % 

do ſo fatal a Relapſe, But, if it ſhould 

be our Misfortune now, as it was then, 8 
that Men want the Courage or the Con- 

V Ji 
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ference, to oppoſe ſuch a growing Evil, 
= whilſt it is in their Power, how juſt 


1 


| RN will it be imiAlnighty Gad to give un ug 
eo be a Preyu the like Uſirpaio, ah 
: to conſume! both' ur and our King (a) 
—— which God aver. 42 
What the State of Fhings is 4 
I ſhall not need to obfer ve We all 
ſee it, and know it full well. And 
e if 1 ſhould ſay moreover, that 
there are ſome ſtill among us, as 
deeply tainted with thoſe Princi- 
F ples of Sedition and Rebellion, which 


0 
1 
1 

4 


% 


brought about : Da 
F any of their Fat were; and wh 

if they had liv'd their Days, would 
have been as forward as the” for- 
wardeſt of them were, in unhinging 
; the Government, and deſtroying the. 
(Church, nay, and in bringing their 
Sovereign to: the Block; though ſome» 
perhaps would be angry at my Say⸗ 
ing this, I fear it would be only for 
= e e 


* 2 
— 


0 n it j. 


m— . — 


Herd prures are concerned), and in Hope: 4 
that I might in- ſome Meaſure contri-' 8 


exce, which the-Martyrof this Day 


I _ and ! raftian Schemes are from 
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ek they, Tbelieve la * 3 7 


© angry with me for ſaying it, who | 3 


1 : cheſt knows it to be a Trath (a). * : 
That I might offer r my Mite towards | 2 

= putting a Stop to ſo contagious a 

Deſtemper (at deaſt ſo far as the Holy 4 


bute, either to preſerve the Mine of his 
Maj eſty s good. Subjects. from ſuch Infecti- 
aug, or reſfore and recover ſome of thoſe 
who'were already infected, by the noto- 
rious Abuſe and Pegyerfion thereof, 1 
took the Courage: (lf be liable 
to the Imputation the Want of Conſci- 


complains of) to offer to the Publick, 
A ſbort Hiſtory of the Regal Succeſſiun, 
aud the Nighty of the ſeveral Kings recor- 1 
ded in the Holy: Striptures; © wherein it 
abundantly appears, how far the Re- © | 


5 beius 


— 


„* —— 


(a) nua. Er mi 32s: Jan. 1 70h. pag. hs. 


De DEDICATION. 
being warranted by thoſe Sacred Re- 
cord, to which our Modern Aſſertors 
9 by they call themſelves) of the Raghts 

gf the Chriſtian Church, and the Libers 
s ies of the People, have the Confidence to 
„ Gree for the Truth of them, 
1 For there we find not the leaſt Fook- 
4 Laer of a State of Nature (when 
Menare pretended to have been horn free 
from any Yoke of Government, that is, 
4 Wicerally, Sons of Beltal !) No 
1 zDopular Election of Kings or 
| Forins! No Duginal Contrack 

betwixt the Governours and Governed 4 
e Coercion upon their Sacred Per- 
| ſans. Nor any Reſiſtance, Kebelli⸗ 
b Jon, or even ” Self-Defence- againſt 
vel leſs any Depoſition or Mur⸗ 
Der of) the TLoꝛd's Anointed, but 
hat is plainly condemned by the Holy 
* Fer. But, on the contrary, there we 
* "x find Evidence as clear as the Sun, that 
nt Government (and even the Monarcht-= 
1 2 Neal oem thereof) was originally inſtitu- 
— 1 Ned _ God toraſelf 7 "HO the Succeſſion 

a there- 
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the Stare were formed againſt the Other: 
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thereto was, as well by the Law of God | | 
as by that of Nature, Hereditary from | 1 


Father to Son, and ſo to the Next Kin, 


whether Male or Female, according to 


Pꝛioꝛity of Birth * Proximity 


of Blood, without Regard to other 


Perſonal Endowments or Qualifications. 3 
That though ſuch Succeſſion was fome- 
times —— and the Reins of Go- 


4 


vernment put into other Hands, yet 9 
whenever ſuch Revolutions happened, 3 


they were always held as Unlawful and 1 


them very plain Evidence of their being 
the Lord's Doing (as in the Caſes of Saul, 
David, and Solomon): That as Kings 1 
were eee to the People, for 
their Adminiftration in the State, ſo were 
the High Prieſto, in the Church, a bſol ute- = 
ly independent upon the State, in Rela- 
tion to the ig iſe of their ſpiritual) i 
Powers; and a Schiſm in the Church wass 
formed a againſt the One, in the ſame 8 
Manner aSa Rebellion and Uſurpation in 
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We DEDICATTON 
f And accordingly they are our Lawfid 
f 1 both in Church and State, to 
whom alone, (and not to every Oliver, 
| or other Ufurper or Intruder, Who gets 
43 Poſſeſſion of the Regal - Epiſcopal 
7 Tow our Obedience is Na by the 
J lpoſtolical Precepts (a). 
4 While 3 was in the Prefs, ntl 
Fo 1 Bool happened to be publiſhed upon 
t dhe ſame Subject, intituled; Scripture 
x 4 Polit icks, or, An impartial. Account of 
1 % Origin and Meaſures of Government, 
1 1 Tara! ail and Coil, taken out of the 
Books of tbe Old and New 1 effament, CC. 
4 1 2 Witham Whiſton, M. A. Oc. 1717. 

= This raiſed my Curio ſity, to ſee, 
1 how far I had the Happineſs to agree 
A With a Perſon, whoſe Name 1s fo well 
own. But, upon the Peruſal there- 
"8 5b. 1 found his Seri ture Politicks and 
| mine ſo very much unlike, as if they 
i id not been taken out of the fame Ro- 
cord: For 1 obſerved, that that Gentie- 


% 4 
=” Ee? 4. 2 this. r 6 mms Ah. ad 
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The DEDICATION. | 
man had taken a great deal of Pains to 
make bis Bible a Warrant for the Re- 

pullican Scheme of Government; where- i 
as my Obſervations therefrom were di- | q 
rectly to the contrary. However, T3 ; 
had fo humble an Opinion of ny own 
Judgment, that I brought as many of 1 
the controverted Paſſages, as my Lime 

would allow me, to the Teſt of the Bi- 1 

He ale, to which we ſeverally referred our 

wg ſelves, for our Vouchers: And, upon 

1 the Compariſon, Iaffirm, that in my | 4 

Wk Bible (of which J have ſeveral Editions 1 "YH 

" I could find no manner of Cauſe for 

mie do have altered oy thing in my 

we | fort Ebiſtory, had the Co oy been in my 

own, as it was in the Printer's Hands. | 1 
But, fince I found ſo many, and fo ve- 
17 great (even Fundamenial ) Variances C 
between us, left the unwary Reader 

ſhould be drawn into dangerous Errors, 4 

without Examination, I took Occaſſon, 

nn a ſhort Poſtſcript, to give a oeneral i F 

160 Caution againtt it, 2Sfolloweth. Since 

il the Serre ſton Hiſt was pus 1 . 
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De DEDICATION. 
the Prefs,” I have ſeen Mr. Whiſton's . 
new Book of Scripture Politichs; 
wherein, - upoti à tranfieht View,, 
X find, that that Celebrated Author's 
I F Judgrherit does Honour to my Ob- 
fſervations, in many Particulars: For, 
X whoever has carefully read over theſe 
=XF $hcets, muſt needs, by this Time, be 
convinced, that Mr. Whiſton is noto- 
riouſly miſtaken, where he affirms, 
that it appears in Scripture, that not bing, 
in Ordinary Caſes, but the free Choice or 
Kecognition of a People, gives a juſt Ti- 
le 10 a Prince to govern them (a); as 
well as in ſeveral Frohe tions and Argu- 
ments tefiding to tlie Proof thereof 0. 
I could likewiſe point out many Pla- 
e- ces of that Book, wherein the Aut bon 
ſeems to have ſtudied other Politicks _ 
FX more than thoſe of the H oly Scriptures; ” 
but, as that would lead me beyond 
the Bounds of this my Undeftaking, 
al I ſhall, at preſent leave the Particus 
= | d lars 
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needs to give him the Trouble of a} 
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lars to our, impartial ;Reader's own i 
Animadverſion. I know, Mr. Whi- 
„len has too great an Averlion to Po. 


4. 4 # 9 I 


per, to pretend to Iafaibiliy ; And 
therefore, I hope, he will not take 
it ill, that Thave made a little free 
with his Name and Writings. How. 
ever, if he does, I deſire no Favour 
from him, but only this, that the 
Holy Bible may be allowed for the 


* 


Rule of our Scripture Politicks. * 


2 ov 
1 * 


1 8 
| ON this, 1 Expected that he would 
p | : J 1 4 4 4 ? 0 'F 


either have offered ſome, better Proof of 
his Propoſitions, which I had thus char- 
ged with notorious Miſtakes, or elle 
have called upon me to make good my 
Charge, by exhibiting the particular 
Articles of that general Impeachment 
But, all in vain ]! Mr. }/hiſton's Reputa- 
tion in Scripture Politicks is (it ſeems) ſo 
well talihed, that nothing I can ſay 


Vindication ;_ and that of a poor Anony- 
mous Meuter is not worth any other ju- 
dicious Perſon's Notice; fo that hi- 


. 3 
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. Imerto, as Mr. V biſons is unden _ 
„ ded, fo my little Book rema ins un⸗ 
all confuted, unanſwered.” Ion indeed 
© That 1 have met wich ſome few Hints, 
4 J accidental Converſation, which have 
ronvinced me that I was too /hort in the 
. Explanation of two or three Particu- 
ars: But I never yet have read or 
„e ard of any thing therein miſtaken, 
except only one Paſſage; in the Caſe of 
Feboabar the Son of -Foſtab, "In foe 
ew trivial Errata of thiè Preſs. 0 
n this therefore (to which PE Have" 
_ been induced by ſeveral Motives, feed - 
eſs here to be mentioned) 1 have not 
only taken Care to correct that Over- 
elit, but have alſo intermixel Re- 
=_ 1 upon ſeveral Caſes, as I had Op- 
„ pPortunity to meet with them, miſre- 
=> ported, by Mr. . hiſt ſton, and [ overal 0 
h thers; though in Truth the Number 
of ſuch miſreported Caſes is ſo great, 
and thoſe Writers and Preachers, wh by 
„laid themſelves open to Cenſure for it, 
o man A doi | bad not t Room to take 
x 3 proper 
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ak Proper Notice of them all. I might if 
1 add, that ſeveral of them are ſo very, 
it hig h in Place, and the Eſteem of the þ 
1 | World, that it might haye been more 
1:11 for my own private Intereſt (had 1 'Y 
p ſ ſulted that more than 1 do the Tran 
1 to haye let them quite alone: But F 
| | whilſt our Controverſy is about—the 2 
1:6 Holy rt tures, which ought- to be the | 
10 6 3 our Conduct i in every thing, 
Fl the more eminent and popular the Per- 
0 ſons are who appear on the other Side 
fl of, the ; Queſtion, ſo much the more 
uy Danger is there 'of Infedion therefrom,” 8 
fl and ſo much the more Neceſſity. for us 
Wl be upon our Guard againſt it. 8 
19 Perhaps indeed I ſhould not hav i 
10 troubled you with particular Remarks. 
* upon Mr. II hiſtons Antt-Scriptural 
il Politic ks (after ſuch a general Cen- 
il {ure of them) had he ſtood alone, and 
i not. been ſeconded and ſupported by 
10 ſome, whoſe, Notions, though every | 
whit as pernicious, are not uſually read 
with ſo good a Guard as thoſe of Mr. 
I, biſton, and therefore are the more ca- 
| pable | 3 


The DEDICATION. 
boa of doing Miſchief. Beſides which; 
as therrs are ſcattered abroad in many 
| different Pamphlets and Sermons, but 
; | his reduced to the narrow Compaſs of 

pne Book, I thought, that in confuting 


| | ſame Anſwer that you meet with here, 


e to his Abuſe of the Holy Scripture, | will 


erve any of the reſt, E you 
Ind them; which is the Reaſon I have 
P rarely quoted any other. 


9 * Holy Scriptures for my Foundation, 
7 F nd you True Churchmen and Loyal Sub- 
1 ets for my Patrons, I ſhould — have 
| 3 Seen diſcouraged, in the Queſt orDefence 
IJ Pf the Truth, tho I could have appre- 
BM x ended, that 1 was, in ſo doing, ne- 
fſſa ily y to wreſtle againſt Principalities, 
J ac ed Powers, agat ;nf the Rulers of the 
Darkneſs of this W, orld, againſt Spüre! 
Wickedneſs in High Places (8); of 

I might alſo have preſumed upon the 
1 Laws of the Land, as my Warrant : But, 
1 8 P that is at preſent, out of my Sphere, 


5 | 2 ä —ů— 
| ©) Epheſe vi. 12 


im, | ſhould confute them ; and the 


For my own Part, ſo long as 1 have | 


„ 

SA 
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my Concern here being wholly with 


thoſe of God, and this my Underraking 
confined to Scripture Politics, 1 ha | 


crable Murther of their Lawful King, 
did alſo expreſſy © renounce, abomi- 


thoſe ſeditious Sermons, Pamphlcts, and 
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leave it to others, to clear our Conſtituti- 
an, from the Suſpicion of favouring 
ſuch Notions, as are utterly deſtructive 
of all manner of Government in the 
World. Tho" I cannot but obſerve, 
that the ſame Free Parliament, which 
attainted the Reprades, for the exe- 


< nate, and proteſt againſt All P20= 
* ceedings tending thereto (5).* i 
And conſequently therefore againſt all 


Speeches, from whence (as is before 


proved) the Growth and Increaſe of the 8 


| then late Troubles and Diſorders did in- x— 


very great Meaſure proceed, 
But ] muſt not forget to make ſome 
Apology for my ſelf, with Regard to 
the Stile, which Iam aware may be li- 
able to various Objections. Tis cer- 
tain, that fine Language and well- turn 4 
"i 888 Periods 


(a) Star, xii Car. II. Cap. xxx. 


ICON. 

Periods, would have much better recom- 
mended the Diſcourſe to the Common 
= Reader's Favour: But as I always 
thought That to be the beſt Expreſſion, 
XZ which had the beſt Effe4 upon the 
judgment and Practice of thoſe towhom 
it was addrefled, ſo, in this Treatiſe of 
the Conſtitution of the Jeuiſb Gopern- 
ment, I choſe to expreſs my ſelf in 
ſuch Terms, as have a known and de- 
termined Senſe and Meaning, among 
thoſe whom I am to expect for my 
:, Readers 5 and therefore I per ſwade my 
elf, that Ton will not be Critical, but 
14 overlook the unpoliſhed Dreſs it ap- 
uh : ay 
4 pears in, and receive the 174th to your 
re 

he 


Protection, for its own ſake. : 
And now, what remains, but that 
all of us, in our reſpective Stations, ap- 
pply our ſelves dutifully and diligently 
co the putting a Stop to thoſe Pernicious 
Doctrines, and Traiterous Praclices, which 
have heretofore overwhelmed both our 
= Church and State in one Ruine? Where- 
in, that our Endeavours may have the 
better Effect, fo as that thoſe horrid 
= „„ Sins 


and then we may,with the greater Aſſu- 


 Counſels of the Ungodly ; to abate their 
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Sins which we have this Day renounc'd 


Love and Charity one towards another; 


tance, addreſs ourſelves to the Ring of 


| Kings and Governour of all Things, in 1 


the Words of our moſt excellent Litur- 3 


gy, to mfatuate and defeat all the ſecret 


Pride, aſſwage their Malice, and confound Þ 
their Devices; to ſtrengthen the Hands of i 
our gractous Sovereign, with Judgment 
and Fuſt ce, to cut off all ſuch Workers of Y 
Hniquity, as turn Religion into Rebellion, 


275 Ra 
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and Faith into Faction; that they max 


never agam prevail againſt us, nor truumph 


in the Ruine of the Monarchy and his 


Church amongſt us; which is the heart 
Dur Miell-uuſber and 
Humble Servant, 
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SR AVING fevitiities, with great 
yl Concern, obſl erved, how much 
the Minds of Ws Majeſty's Sub- 
jets are diſtracted, by the various 
Gloſſes, which Artful and De- 
| ſening Men have put upon the Suc- 
een of ſeveral of the Kings recor- 
Ned 3 in the Holy Seri tures, (every one of them endea- 
3 0 oui to make the Word of God ſerve his own 
7 ereby plauſible Arguments are often paſs'd 
u Fri "the unwary 1 3 5 Sor Authentic Evidence) 
l could not but think, it would be of Service tomy 
Countrymen, to lay before them A ſhort Hiſtory of 
he Regal Succeſſ on, aud the N FT; rhe je everal r 
7 B in 
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(s) Whif, Script. Palit, Bedicat. p. 30. 


Ar. Whiſton himſelf; whoſe Bf Fundamental Propo- © 
| ly t 


ro them. And ” as for thoſe, (ſays he,) who ſuppoſe i 
* Government to have originally ſprang up from 
< meer Human Compacts, and fo 5 
, cc dependently ON God, and without any Regard 1 


.$6 trary to Religion, and utterly inconſiſtent with 


2 The ſport HISTORT of a 
in thoſe ſacred Records. And as my only End in this 
Publication is to prevent a Deluſion, and undeceive 
the deluded: So the beſt Mean thereto, is, in as 


Plain and Summary a Manner, as the Nature of the 
Subject will bear, to continue it down from the be- 


ginning ofall Things, ſo far as God's People had an 


Independent Government among them. 


l the doing of which, I have too awful a 
Regard for the Subject, to preſume to deal unfaith- 
fully with it: And, as to the Chriſtsan Reader, I have 


by conſtantly quoting Chapter and Verſe, laid my 


ſelf at his, Mercy to correct me whereever I may 
happen to be miſtaken. _ 1 _ 

That all juſt Government mpether Eccleſiaſtical or 
Civil, muſt be Originally derived from God, who is the 
only Supream, and un-originated, and natural Lord. and 
Governour of the World : And that they do all ſome 
way or other, receive their Sanition from Divine 
Authority, is not only admitted, but aſſerted, by 


ſition this is. And this he ju hinks to be ſo evi- 
dent to all who believe a God, a Providence, and the 
Truth of the Scripture, as not to need a particular Proof 


m the People, in- 


© to his Will and Authority, they ſeem to me to 
e ſuppoſe Men to have Sprung out of the Earth, 


e and not to have had God for their Creator: Ad 


£ alſo to ſuppoſe that all Government has no higher 
End to aim at, than the Conveniencies of this 
& preſent Life ; both which things are entirely con- 


© the ſacred Hiſtory of the Origin and primitive 
* Exerciſe of Government among Men. So that 
* this cannot deſerve a ſerious Conſideration un- 
der the preſent Argument of Scripture Politicks, 


2 but, 


Y the Regal Succeſſion, c. 3 
Wc but muſt be left to the Irreligious Schemes of the 
= Atheiſts and Unbelievers, (a) &c. So evident is 
the Divine Original of Government, by Mr. Whiſfton's own 
Argument ! From which his Propoſition, it neceſ- 
uy frily follows, that no Governments, whether Eccleſia- 
ical or Civil which cannot be Originally derived 
m God, or do not, ſome way or other, receive their 
Nenction from Divine Authority, are to be eſteemed Juſt 
governments. 5 1 | 
And as to the particular Forms thereof, whoever 
elieves the Moſaical Account of the Creation, and 
Judges impartially of what he reads, cannot doubt, 
hat Ponarchy was the firſt and original Form of 
—ZBovernment, and that too inſtituted immediately by 
nd Pod himſelf, from the beginning of the World. For 
me e read, that as ſoon as God had created the Man, 
gave him a Sceptre, and made him his Vicegerent 
by as Biſhp Andrews expreſſeth it,) (b) giving him 
Pominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the Fowl of 
he Air, and over every Living thing that moveth upon 
Fe Earth (c); his Wife herſelf not excepted, to 
Fhom the Lord ſaid, thy Deſire ſhall be to thy Hus- 
nd, (or, as it is in our Margin, Subject to thine Hus- 
end) and he ſhall Rule over thee (d). Which laſt, 
eing ſpoken after Adam had ſinned, plainly ſhew- 
th us, that his Dominion was not founded in 
hace; that is to ſay, in his perſonal Virtue, Goodneſs 
ed Deſert. | OY 
When God had Bleſſed them with Children, 
it pleaſed him, that the Parher, by his paternal 
Authority, was ſole Ruler or Monarch over them, 
2$1djall that proceeded from them, during his Life, ru- 
ing them with a Power Patriarchal, Regal, or Im- 
erial (e): As every Father would and might do, even 
V B 2 at 
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at this Day, ſuppoſing: him and his Family to fall | 
into any Places which were not governed by any ſus * f 
periour Lord. And, for the better ordering of the 
Sons and their Families, the Elder was, 9 5 God | 
himſelf, declared Ruler over the Younger. For, tho? | 
Cain was a very Wicked Man, and Abel a Nich. 9 
teous one, inſomuch that the Lord had reſpect unto 3 I 
Abel, aud his Offering, but unto Cain, and to his AY 4 
ring, he had not reſpect (a) : Yet, even to this very 
Wicked Cain it was, that the Lord, ſpeaking of 
his Good Brother Abel, ſaid, Unto thee ſhall be bis * 
ee nd thou ſralr Rule over bim, (b) or, (as it is in bs 
the Margin) thou ſhalt have the Excellency, a 


I 2 . EO 


wo. 


he | ſhall 897 ſulject unto thee; ſo that — 
was his Dominion founded in Grace, but in Nature | | 
only, by virtue of his Primogeniture. 4 
| I'm willing therefore to hope, that Ar. Whiſton © 7 
h * not this Caſe of Cain and Abel in his Thoughts, £ N 
WIN; when he expreſſed himſelf as followeth ; © we 
1 c have not, that I know of, one Example, in 
IRR < all the Bible, where Providence gives the leaſk 
TYM: © Preference to the Eldeſt Son, in Point of Govern- i 2 
l * ment, before the Youngeſt ; [ mean this (ſays 4e) 1 


ce barely on Account of ſuch Primogeniture, an 3 
© Without regard to more valuable Perſonal Quan A 
© cations o (c): Fornothiag can be more clear, than 


1 1 85 the more valuable Prrſonal Qualifications were ; 
„ Albel's, and that it was barely on Account of Primoge- | ; ö 
1 niture, that the Preference in point of Government was | 
[hl given to Cain the. Hldeſt Sow. And, as this is full 
1 to the purpoſe, ſo it ought to have the greater 
14 Weight, for being tlie Firft and General Rule in 1 
wma thoſe Caſes; eſpecially with Mr. Whiſtoa, who, i 
IC! Eight Pages. before, has himſelf placed this very 9 
"WM Cate * among the (not Human but) Divine Laws ;,, where 
bY be 
Tf (a) Gen. iv. 4. (6) Gen. tv. 74 (e] Script. Polit. 


— 


I the Regal Succeſſion, &c. 5 
nine owns, that “it ſeems to him to imply, then 
cat leaſt, the Inferiority, and in ſome Degree, 
1 _ cc the Subject ion of the Tounger Children to the Elder, | 
c while they were under their Parents Authority, 

o e and in the ſame Family, even without regard to 
„ their Uicne. ( 
I his is a full Conceſſion, that there was ſuch. a 
Law or Rule, in the begining, in favour of the 

Eldeſt Son againſt the Younger, in Point of Government, 
blaarely on Account of Pꝛimogeniture; and that too 
not Human, but Divine. But Ar. Whiſton ſeems 
= to make it a Queſtion, © Whether that Lam did 
c continue in Force afterwards, becauſe of Cain s 
„ Abuſe of that Power? And whether it were a 
Lam indeed, or only a particular Injunction in 
„ a particular Caſe? (b) Nov, that it could 
be a particular Injunction, made in this particular Caſe, 
I ſee no Reaſon to ſuppoſe : Nor can I imagine how 
that Author (who builds ſo much of his Scripture 
in Politics, upon the Foundation of Perſonal Virtue, 
© Goodneſs, and Deſert) could fancy Cain, whoſe Of- 
© ferings God would not look upon, ſhould never- 


(God knew) he had premeditated in his Heart, to 
murder his more Righteous Brother, on Account 


2 


was of that very Acceptance ! Is it poſſible for him to 
= ſhould preponderate with God, in the Diſpoſal of ſuch 
Favours, in all other Caſes, and yet that Cain only 
ſhould be ſingled out as a particular Object of the 
Divine Favour, who had not the leaſt pretence of 
here "IF Perſonal Virtue, Goodneſs, and Deſert, to entitle him 

3 thereto ? 


Wo” = - 5 


(a) Bid. p. 5. (b) . 
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6 Theft HISTORTef 

thereto? Nay, who was deſtitute of God's Countenance and 
Favour, as St. Chryſoſtom expounds, what we call. going 
out from the Profinice of the Lord (a)? But I leave it 
to the Author to reconcile this Contradiction! And,” | 
fince there is no Reaſon to think this to have been 
only a Particular Injunction in a Particular Cafe, we | 
muſt receive it for a Law or General Rule; and con- 
clude, that it did continue in Force, notwithſtanding Y 
Cain's Abuſe of that Power, which was not unfore- | 
ſeen by God, when he declared his Natural Right 
to the Prerogative of Primogeniture. Nor does it 
ſeem to me without much better Reaſon to ſup- 


[SR 
3 


Elder Brother that ever lived. For God does not 
here beſtow upon Cain any new Priviledge, but 
only confirms unto him what was, by Nature, his 
Right; and argues with him the Unreaſonableneſs * 
of his Diſcontent, upon Principles well known 
and eſtabliſhed from the Beginning: as Sr. Chrſoſtom 
moſt truly expounds it, Notwithſtanding thou haſt thus 
reatly _ (viz. in not offering to me the firſt and 
eſt of thy Subſtance, as thy Brother Abel did), yer 1 
have not Deprived thee of the Privileges of thy Primoge- 
niture; but he ſhall ſtill be ſubject to thee, as by the Law of 
Nature is thy Due. Agreeably to which, the Learned 
Biſhop above-quoted, in this very Caſe, obſerveth, 
That * God ſhewed plainly, that it is his 
ec Will, that in and by the Sin committed, no 
% Man ſhould loſe any Privilege, which of Right is 
© due to him, and which before he had; and eve- 
„ry Motion, in a Syperiour, to Sin, doth not dif- 
charge him of his Authority. Which is contrary 
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| the Regal Succeſſion, &c. A 
be to that falſe Opinion and Cenfure of them, which 
= © think, that even Princes themſelves, after Sin 
& committed, loſe all their Prerogative and Supre- 
e macy of Government which they had before, and 
> "RE < that their Subjects are not bound to do their 
. Service any longer to them, but that ever after, their 
„ Alegiance ſhall ceaſe ; which is falſe, and contrary 
4 to all Reaſon, and not God's Intent and Will here. 
e For God faith, and ratifieth here, that Cain, tho 
„ he had thus ſinned, both againſt Gad and his 
RE Brother; yet, being the Elder and Firſt-born, and 
"X< ſo before Abel, ſo there ſhould be a Superiority and 
. Dominion, that he ſhould till cetain by Narare. 
y == And it is God's Aſſertion, that that Superiority + 
t, e ſhould be retained ſtill, and that Abel ſhould not 
o ſeek to be his Superiour; neither did he (a) . 
ſt owever, as this Dominion of Cain over his Brother 
Ind Family, was in Subordination to the Firſt Parent 
Adam, whilſt he lived: So when he died, Cain him- 
elf ſucceeded in the Soveraignty, in his own Right, as 
lie Firſt-born; and, after him, the Eldeſt ſurviving 
Pranch of the Family, by virtue of Pioximity of Blood. 
For, as the Great St. Chry/oſtom obſerveth, the Line 
Cain, and with it his Primogeniture, was extintt in 
amech, that is, at the Flood, and not till then :) 
Ind hence it came, that the Word Elder is uſed, 
well for Magiſtrac and Power, as for Age and 
cavity, almoſt in all Languages; which, no doubt, 
1d s another Judicious Author obſerveth,) “ is a Sign, 
th, that the firſt Governours were the Fathers of Fami- 
his lies, and under them the Eldeſt Sons (b) ”. 1 8 
Thus we ſee, that Adam's Monarchy was not only 
economical, confined to that one little Family which 
as at firſt Created, but Political over a Society, con- 
ting of many Families, which were to Telcend 
— | from 


_—_ 
1 
4 
3 5 
. 
8 2 8 
18 
G4 
TY 
5 OE. 
3 
n 
Ws 
* U 
* 


* — 


3 1 (a) Andrew; Lee, fel. 400, (6) Sir Wa. Ral. fol. 15 I, 152. 
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from him, during his long - Life of Nine Hundred | 
and Thirty Years (a) ; which is the very Ground and 
Foundation of politiral Government, and particularl 4 
of that Form thereof, which, from one ſingle Perſon's | 
being the Sapreme and Chief over all the reſt, is 
called Anarchy. And this, by the way, might ſerve. 1 
for a full Anſwer to Aar. WWhiſton' s Aſſertion, ar 0 
cc before the Flood, we have no direct Account of ; 
ce the Form or Aamir of human Governments (“: 
As well as to the Appeal of another Celebrated 2 3 
ber, who recommends it to the Conſciences and Com- f 
mum Senſe of the Chriſtian Laity, © To ſearch with 
c their ow Eyes, and ſee, whether they can 72 
0 4 ſibly find a plain and expreſs Paſſage of e 3 

in ahh God inſtituted any par ticular Form o 
Human Government, for any Nation in the World, 

* unleſs they will except one (c); of which i in 
its proper Place. In the mean time, I beg leave to 5 
Appeal to the Conſciences and Common Senſe of all our 
Readers, Whether this is not a much more br 
and expreſs Paſſage, than any that Learned Author 
Has ever yet been able to pie either rom ; 
Scripture, or the Laws of England, in Favour of 2 
certain of his Darling Notions ? But further, as to 3 
Ar. Whiſton, I refer him to his own Second Generd 
Propoſition, where he agrees with me expreſly, that 3 
* Paternal Authority over the Children of a Fa- 3 

1 2 I mily, was the only Fozm ok Human Government, 
0 4 among ſuch as ſprang from one common Parent, be: ay 
{ith fore the Multiplication of Mankind, or before 
ERIN © their Separation, one from another, into diffe-* 
j 0 ee rent and diftant Families (d): And inſiſts 
0 that this is ſo plainly the Reſult of the Law of W. 3 
1 oy _— of the Wil f God, declared, by the $ 
| cc Common "of 
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(a) Gen. v. 5. (6) Script. Polit. P. 8. (0% Preſervat. = 
Nenj. by-B. Bang. p. 13. 6 Script. Pol. f. 3. = 


| the Regal Succeſſion, &c. 9 


= Comm Reaſon of Mankind, and confirmed in the 
= Zbl: — that there is no need of a particular 
Proof. Accordingly (ſays he) Authority, both 
RX Eccleſiaſtical and Secular, was at firit, in the 
X fame Paternal Hands, both befoze and after the 
Flood; and this for a confiderable time allo : 
XX As appears in every Inſtance, both in Geneſis and 
Job; which are the only Original Authentic Re- 
5 „ cords, of thoſe firſt Ages (4): But, 
n. oceed, 5 2211s 21. 
. 5 to the Deſcendants from Adam, we find thoſe 
f the Elder Branch firſt recorded, in à dir 
po. ine, down to the Flood (b), wherein they wer 
WW extinguiſhed : And after that, as if there hai 
ver been an Elder Family, the Genealogy o 
e Line of Seth begins again, with the Hiſtory 
Aan Creation (c), (tho' that had been delivered 
fore ;) the better to make out the Genealogy 
Noah, who was to continue the Succeſſion after 
"We Flood, as thoſe had done before it. And yet, | 
o' we read, that the Patriarchs ſeverally bega 
„and Daughters, we find only the Names of the 
- off recorded, as the Heads and Rulers over their 
ſpective Families and People, (all the reſt being 
ed over under the General Denomination of 
and Daughters); till becoming generally dege- 
rate, through their Affinity and Intercourſe. 
Iich the Wicked Poſterity of Cain (d), God was 
—WMeaſed to deſtroy their Common Poſterity ; ex- 
—Epting only Noah, who was 4 juſt Man and per- 
(e), notwithſtanding the faſbionable Wicked- 
ess of the World, and walked with God, ſtea- 
hand zealouſly (as St. Chryſoſtom expreſſeth it,) nor 
eeping ſome Commandments and breaking others, but 


— — 


A 


1 (a) Lid. . 4, ) Gen. iv. 17, Ce. (c) — . 1, 
. (a) Cen. vi. 3. (e) Gen. vi. 9. | | 


10 The flor HISTORTof 
of Uniform Obedience, and Exact Integrity; and with 
him was his own Family only preſerved. . =_ 
Now, as before the Flood, Adam had been the 
Univerſal Monarch of the Old World, and, as ſuch, # 
had had the Se Property of all that was in it, during 
his Life, and after 2 4 his Heirs, in a direct Line 
of Succeſſion: So, after the Flood, Noah was the 
Univerſal Monarch, and ſole Proprietor of the New. 
And, whatever Property or Share, his Sons and 
Deſcendants afterwards had, in any part there- 


1 


of, they had it all from him, and held it by his 
Donation and Allotment : And accordingly demit. 
ted it downwards to their Poſterity, by His Aſſign- 
ment, and His Authority alone, as the Royal 
Fountain of all Honour and Property; and that too, 
without making any Contract or Terms, with the 
People, whom they were to govern, and conſe. 
quently without being any way Limited by them. 
It is not therefore ſo Evident, (as ſome Men would 
perſwade us) that, © in the Nature of the thing, 


* 


Private Property is before the Inſtitution of a ſet· 
E tled Government, becauſe (as they Argue) the great 
End of that Inſtitution is the Preſervation of that 
Property! (a) But this Queſtion has been too 
much canvaſſed by the Learned, for me to meddle 
with; eſpecially, in this Place, where it ſeems 
already to be ſufficiently reſolved, by the Holy J 
Scripture. All therefore that I ſhall ſay to it 
further, is, That the Right (and truly) Re. 
verend Biſhop Sanderſon, occaſionally ſpeak. 


8 
* 


a 
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| ing of the pretended Contract, which the Rebels, in 
[HY his time, pleaded for, as an Evidence, that all 6 
vernment was originally derived from the People, (which 
| by the way, he ſays, © never yet was proved, no 
145 (he dares fay) will ever be proved, while the 
iT, . 8 | ; cc World LY 
| 


o Bey ” * 
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Wil (a) Preſervat. againſt the Nonj. by B. Bang. p. 88. 
MR! OHNE | | 


the Regal Succeſſion, ; c. 11 
World ſtandeth, either from Scripture, Reaſon, or 

he Hiſtory, ) expreſſeth himſelf thus, © True it is, 
the ES pt gl 
that a meer Kationaliſt (that is to ſay, an Atheiſt 
of the laſt Edition) who giveth more Faith to ſuch 
"EX Heathen Philoſophy, as affirmeth the World to 
che have been ab eterno, than to Divine Revelation, 
which aſſureth us it had a beginning; (and ſome 
of the great Champions of the Opinion we now 
ſpeak of, have given us Cauſe enough of Swf- 
h; picion that they are little better): Such a dle, 
Il ay, cannot poſſibly Solve the Difficulty. 
EF But to us, who believe the Scriptures, and acknow- 


; 3 ledge a Creation, the Solution is eaſy : If we 
vill but follow the Clue of the ſacred Hiſtory, in 
8 the four firſt Chapters of Geneſis, it will fairly 

lead us out of theſe Labyrinths in a plain way, 
and without any great Trouble“. And then 

Id y Author ſtates the Caſe of Government and Pro- 
02 ry, to the Effect before- mentioned, and concludes, 
25 pon the whole, both in Hybtheſt, that Adam's Go- 
erent was before Cain's Property, and in Theſi, that 
tha. doubtedly Government was before Property. And 
E a ©, (lays the Biſhop) © This ſuppoſed Pact or Con- 
| too tract, which maketh ſuch a Noiſe in the World, 
proveth to be but a Squib, Powder without Shot, 
that giveth a Crack, but vaniſheth into Air, 
and doth no Execution! (a) “. But, to return. 
0 1 7 Noah, living Three Hundred and Fifty Tears after 
e Flood (b), his Poſterity, according to God's Bleſ- 
e (c), were during his Life, grown exceeding 

Numerous: Inſomuch, that it was become neceſ- 
E ry that ſome Branches from the old Stock ſhould 
hic e ſlipt off, and tranſplanted into different Parts, 

| be well for their more convenient Subſiſtence, as for 
„tun GY the 
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1 (a) Pref. to Archb. Uſher's Power of the Prince, &c. SeF. 
, i, &c. (6) Cen. ix. 28. (c) — ix. 1. 


ſpread ( 2). But nevertheleſs, as the New World 


ever was the Eldeſt of the Tribe, was, "of Courſe, A 


alſo 'tis plain, that Pclirical Göre nen (and tha L 
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12 The ſhort HISTORY of 


the better Diviſion of the Nations ; each of them 
having Authority, to be Ruler, over his own People and 
Nation; and thus of them was the whole Earth over- 


was not divided and peopled, without a Miracle : 
So neither was it done without the greateſt, and | 
moſt exact Order imaginable, © either by ag 


< of Lots, or chuſing according to the Order of ö 
heir Birthright, after ſome Survey taken, of a 


ce ſufficient Portion of the Earth, and portions bor. 3 
< dered out according to the Number of their 
c“ Nations, then of their Families Cc. (b) ; God 
thus turning that which was impoſed as a g- 1 
ment on chem, to the Benefit of the World; for, 
at the ſame time, that God Almighty diſperſed the 1 05 


8 8 OTE 
* * wy * 


People, by confounding their Ts at Babel (c), he 


did not leave them, every one to ſhift for him- 1 
ſelf: But it pleaſed him to give to every ſeveral E 
Tribe, or Branch of them, a diſtinit Language; 10 


that it was Natural for them to ſettle together for 4 


the Benefit of Converſation and Commerce ; and, who- 


by the Laws of God and Nature, the Head and Ruler 
thereof. Nay, the Lord himſelf, interpoſing his 
Authority, appointed them their foveral Bounds, as X 
well as their Rulers: For, as Moſes tell us, Woo 1 
the Moſt High divided to the Nations their Inheritance 
when he ſeparated the Sons of Adam, He ſet the Bounds? 
of the People, according to the Number of the Children 1 
Iſrael (4); ſo alſo the Son of Syrach aſſures us, 4 Is 
the Diviſions of the Nations of the whole Earth, N. 11 % 
a Ruler over every People (e); ſo that from hence 


too er the Form of * tary Monarchies) was 


(a) Gen. ix. 19. (3) Med. Works ful. 274. (c) Gen. xi. 9 
(a) Deut. xxxi7. 8 8. (e) Ecclus. XV, 17. ; ; 


| the Regal Succeſſion, æc. 13 
| * Re F 3 
W by Divine Inſtitution, as I have already obſerved; 
W tho' certain Perſons would fain perſwade us that 
= Forms of Government are only of Human Determina- 
tion] For from theſe Rulers (whoſe Names are re- 
corded, to the Number of Seventy) their reſpective 
Kingdoms deſcended in an Hereditary Courſe of 
= | Succeſſion. ; 3 2 
Thus were the Nations of the Earth divided, among 
the Pofterity of Noah, every one after his Tongue, af- 
ter their Families, in their Nations (a) : many of 
=Z which Nations are known by their Names, to this 
Day; as may be ſeen, by comparing together the 
=E ſeveral Chapters noted in the Margin (b). And, in 
all theſe, did the ſeveral Patriarchs, by virtue of 
their Paternity and vas | exerciſe a Regal Power, 
and that too in the moſt full and Abſolute man- 
ner, as will be ſhewn hereafter, in its proper Place. 
I ſhall not need to examine the Succeſſion or Title 
of Nimrod, and the other Kings of the Nations; my 
= preſent Inquiry being chiefly confined to the Holy 
Seed of Shem. But, in regard, that, in him, we are 
ſaid to find “ an Intimation of the Origin of 
X © XKgly or Monarchical Government“ (c), I think 
it may be proper, after what I have already ſaid 
on that Subject, to obſerve, that if, © at the firſt, 
the Fathers of Nations were as Kings, and the El- 
XX 4eſt of Families as Princes, as is owned by the Au- 
thor (d), whom Mr. Whiſton himſelf quotes to his 
Purpaſe, then, by Conſequence, the Origin of Kingly 
or Monarchical Government, could not be in the 
Per ſon of Nimrod; nor from the People, but from 
X God only. No doubt, he was by good Right, and 
uſt Authority, Lord, or Xing over his own Family, 
was 25 the other Heads of Families were: But, in that 
by | 5 he 
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Ki. N 4 | (a) Gen. x. 5. (5) Gen. x. Iſa. lxvi. Jer. lj, Exel. xxvuii- 
—_ ***v:::. (e) 15ift. Script. Polit. p. 10. (a) Ral. fol. 151. 
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he was not content with his own Natural Soveraigu- 
45 but enlarged his Dominion, by violently inva- 

ing, and ſeizing on the Rights of other Lords of 
Families, whom he thereby made Subject to his 
Empire, it was againſt all Natural Right; and con- 
ſequently can't be eſteemed the Origin of Kingly 
Government, but an Uſurpation; which our Author 
may make a Precedent of, whenever he may happen to 
have Occaſion for ſuch a one! And as to his Sub- 
ſequent Obſervation, that © this Settlement 
ec was not made, by any Particular Direction from 
e God, but by Intereſt and Deſert and Abili- 


ties, and the voluntary Submiſſion of the People, 
< Sc. (a), J ſee no Concluſion, to be drawn from 


thence, more Natural than this, That, ſuppoſing 
a Prince to have Intereſt and Deſert and Abilities, and 


the Voluntary Submiſſion of the People, (though, by 
the Way, nothing ofthis appears in Nimrod's Caſe;) 


yet, if he be ſet up without any particular Directi- 
on from God, and againſt his written Laws, as well 
as the Law of Nature, he can be but an Uſurper 
Mill, as Nimrod was. And therefore, whether he 
were the youngeſt Son of Seth, as Mr. Whiſton ſup- 


poles (), or, whether he is mentioned alone (ac- 
cording to Sr. Auguſtine, and other Commentators) # 
only as being the moſt Eminent Perſon, and to take 


1 


Occaſion to touch his Tyranny, I ſhall not diſpute. 
All that I ſhall add, is a Remark of a- Learned 
Modern, that © This Nimrod was certainly the 
cc Belus of the Ancients: And this Compellation, 
e moſt probably, was not originally from his 


ce Birth, but was afterwards given him, becauſe 


© of his Rebellion againſt Noah, and his Alteration 
ec of the Patriarchial W { Gover t, with 
Or tne Vatriarchia ay O overnment, Wit g 


ce the true Old Religion. For he was properly Ty- 
| - | cc rannus 


(2) Whift. ibid. (5) Scr.9t. Pol. P. Il. 
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7 | the Regal Succeſſion, c. 15 
„ „annus fire Titulo, as could be made appear, on ſe- 
c yeral Accounts, even to Demonſtration. Whence 
f © he might be called Bel (or Baal) for his Domi- 
3 („ nin, and Nimrod for his Rebellion; as the Learn- 
- ET < ed Dr. Prideaux well remarks (a). þ 
However, that even among the Nations too, the 
+ IX ſame Authority was maintained, according to the 
oO Law of Nature, or Common Conſent of Mankind, 
- Xx will appear from the few Hints laid together, at 
t the Cloſe of this part of the Regal Hiſtory: To 
a which I referr the Reader, whilſt I proceed here, 
with the Succeſſion of thoſe that were within the Pale 
, of the Church; among whom the Paternal or Patri- 
n archal Power continued, till the Egyptian Bondage 
g where the Exerciſe of the Patriarchial Juriſdiction 
4 was intermitted, only becauſe they were all in 
„ buljection to a ſtronger Prince. i | 
But, to be ſomewhat more particular. She, 
we find, is entitled the Father of all the Children of 

Eber (b): Whereby, the Scripture informs us, (as 
t. Auguſtine obſerves (c) that he was reputed the 
Patriarch of all that were to deſcend from him, 
Fons, Grandſons, Great Grandſons, &c. And St. Jerom 
notes (d), that from his Sons, who, upon the Diſ- 
"Epperſon, became Heads, ſeveral large Nations pro- 
ceeded: As from Elam, the Elamites, Princes of Per- 
0a; from Aſſur, the Afſyrians ; from Arphaxad, the 
chaldeans; from Lud, the Lydians ;, and from Aram 

the Syrians; all great Monarchies. | | 

In this Genealogy, is plainly deduced the Deſcent 
of Abram (e), from whom the Stream of Scripture 
uacceſſion runs on in an opener Channel, than it did 
L 1 1 2M before. 
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() Biblioth. Biblica, where he quores Connect. Part 1. B. 2. 
e. 100. Edit. 1. (b) Gen. x. 21. (b) Ci vit. Dei, lib. 16. 
77.3. Col. 417. (4) Queſt, Hebr. col. 5 17. (e) Cen. xi. 26. 
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Saeed. by God himſelf, to poſſeſs a Kingdom entail- 
ed upon him and his Har for ever (a). 


(c): But, as he, by his own Act, and that too, that ö 


that ever Eſau paid any Perſonal Service, or owned 


calling Eſau his Lozd, and himſelf his Servant (e), in . 1 


their Bir ths, and conſequently (as the Apoſtl| 1 


33.— — Nb. 23. (4 Rom. ix. 11. (e) Gen, xxxiii. 2 C. 1 


16 The ſhort HISTORY of 
before. And that he was unqueſtionably a Monarch 
by Divine-Right appears from his being expreſly iſ 


To him ſucceeded T/aac his Son and Heir of all 
that he had (. | - 

To him his Fldeft Son Eſau was Heir Apparent ; 
the Purpoſe sf God, according to Election might fail A 
(4), did transfer We Birthright to his Younger Bro- 
ther Jacob, there is no Reaſon to Queſtion the 
Lawfulneſs of the Alienation. Yet we do not read, 


any Subjettion to Jacob: But we ſee, That Jacob, 
meeting him, bowed himſelf to the Ground ſeven times, 


token of a Natural Allegiance by Birth, even after the 
Sale of the Birthright. And ſo we read of Eight Kings of if _ 
the Poſterity of Eſau, () who reigned in Idumca, till 


they were conquered by David (g) (of the Hou of 3 


Judah, as had been foretold by the Lord) (: 2 1 
And thoſe were ſo far from owning any Subjecti- J 
on to the Poſterity of Jacob, that they denied then 
a Paſſage through their Dominions (7). 1 
But, be that as it will, we miy learn by ll ; 


: Cale, that Jacob was not poſſeſſed of the bw I 


tives of Primogeniture meerly by the Provivena 
of God (as certain people affect to call it, meaning 
his ſecret Will, without or contrary to Ks Revealal 
Milli) but by the Expreſs Revelation of Ged, Ro 7 
with his Elder Brother's Grant: And further, as 1 | 
this Purpoſe was manifeſtly prior to either 2 


8 
“ 


a 
—BvKBᷣ 


7 


Ki, 15. (50 Gen. xv. 4 (e) rb. B I 


(% Gon. x77. 1. 
xxxvi. 31. (8) 1 Chron. 1. 43. (>) Gen, xlviii. 9 
(;) Numb. xx. 21. | 1 


FT » the Nala, t 1 7 
5 bs bete they Had don 2 ee. 15 (4), 
ir is plain, that God's Hedbing'? in the Caſt, can't truly 
be faid to have been prep epondey ated by Perſonal Vir. 
nue, Goodneſs, and Deſert, (H, unleſs Mr could ſu = 
_ pole, that Jacob was perſonally virtuous, Cd, and 
4 ſerving; before he was by7n; or that he "Was od 
ble of procuring by his quod Behav 7 " 
ther 50 farfeirng I his ill Conduft; 5 | 
them had done any Good or Fit? N either it 
=X pleaſe God, that his Elder Brother (G ' leyen 12 keg 
__ E/a.) ſhould be actually diftuherited,” 1 bis 
ed own Motion and V. Rnd Ack, which was trul and 
„ properly an Abpitatio eth bre being no 1 cient 
„Perce put upon him, to oblige him 'thereto.), con- 
n current with the Purpoſe of Cod; 1 much e id he 
*h | favour” the "Claim of Birthright 23 a "Foundation, for 
Civil Superiority and Dominion, contrary 1 fo that Aus 
18S cor 's Obſervation? oe 
24s the Birthright was thus veſted in leb by the 
Lord, O was it afterwards trapſlated by the 155 
A Authority; from Reuben, his Eldeſt In, 5 Judah, 
he Fourth (c); thou gh Judah himſelf was 70 Ince- 
ſtuous Perſon as well as Reuben ; : that, BOY Do: 


2 ! aw, as Raben 8 a 
| an unpardonable Sin ( 5125 And dee fo far is 
his Caſe from being an Evidence to the Prejudice 
3 of the Primogeniture, (as "our © Popular” Advocates 
1 8 D would 1 


_—_———. _Y 


| Gen 3 Go) Rom. 1b. 11. 15) Whift: Script. Palit. p. * 13. (c)-Gen, 
s. * Elis. 8. — reruin. 18. () Haft. Seriph: Pal. 14 15. (0 
Pen. e 18. = FXXV, 22. 


18 The ſrt HISTOR Tof 


would. fain perſwade us) that this very Forfeiture 
which they urge againſt it, plamly implies a Natu- 
ral Right to the Prehemixence inherent in the Eldeſt 
by Birth, till ſuch Forfeiture ;, For nothing can be 
forfeited, but by the known Owner and Proprietor. 
And ſo doubtleſs 24x. Whifton himſelf underſtood 
it, when he ſaid, that Joſeph © had a Dzuble Por- 
ce tion allotted him by his Father, in the Diviſion 
« of the Land of Canaan, ——; which indeed ſhould 
ec habe velonged to Reuben the Firſt Bozn ” (a). 
And accordingly we find, that Reuben is ſo far fa- 
voured cn Account of that his. Primogeniture, that he 
as the Firſt-bory, is ſtill honoured. by their Father, 
as his Might, the Beginning of his Strength, the 
ExceUency of Dignity, and the Excellency ol Pow- 
er (); the two Peculiar. Characters of Soveraignty 
(as the Learned Arch- Biſhop Uſher calls them (c); 
and, in regard thereof, he, and his Sons are uſual- 
Iy firſt named in the Genealogies (d). Nor was the 
Natural . Hereditary Right, by Virtue. hereof, .to 
become defeaſible by the People: Since, though 
the Birth-right was indeed tranſlated into ano ther 
Line, yet the Hereditary Deſcent was ſtill to be pre- 
ſerved; for the Sceptre was entailed upon Judah, 
till Shiloh came (e): Neither was this Alienation of 
the Rights of the Next Heir, made by his Bre- 
by thren, much leſs by his Subjects and Servants, but by 
1 meeliate Inſpiration of God ; Almighty ;,; ſo that it 
Ike cannot be of any Uſe at all to the Patrons of a . 
ty pPular Scheme! 3 f 7 % [5 6: RODIRT (155 17g 
is Here comes in, another of Ar. Whiffon's Argu- 
085 ments againſt the Primogeniture, though. I {hall,] uh, 
| : juſt 


1 23 
9 
1 1 
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e Seriph, Pol. P. 18. ( Gen. nüt. 3. (e) Pane of the Bil 


ö 

1 Prince p. 14. (a) Exod. vi. 14. Numb. i, 5, 20. 1 Chron. v. be 
th, (e) Cen. xlix. 10. ; | SP. 4 T3 1 * 
vl Ni ; 


the Regal Succeſſion, &e. 19 
juſt touch upon it. He aſſerts, that “ Joſeph was 
« ee. before 15 _ on . — his * 
« neſe, and particularly his uiſpotted - Chaſti 
be pes Akan (a) &c. 1 grant, pick his 
| Chaſtity was very Eminent ,: and that he was high- 
ly favoured by God Almighty : But cannot fay, 
| that he was by Divine Providence preferred, on that 
particular Account, without, in ſome meaſure, Im- 
peaching the Divine Right* of Solomon, and many 
other Princes, in all Ages, leſs famous for that Ex- 
cellent Virtues. ©4890-5709, Ä! RY 2 

But, to proceed. When Jacob by Divine Inſpirati- 
an, preferred the Younger of Joſeph's Children, be- 
fore the Elder, their Father was diſpleaſed. For 
he was ſenſible, the Lam and Order of Nature could 
nat be altered by any Human” Power, and he did not 
then perceive, that what his Father did; proceeded 
from the Lord: And therefore he held ap bis Fa- 
ther's Hand, to remove. it from Ephraim's Head to 
Manaſſeh's Head; and Joleph ſaid unto” bis Father 
Not ſo my Father! Foꝛ this is the F irſt⸗boꝛn, pur thy 
Right Hand upon his Head (b); which plainly ſhews 
us the great regard that was paid to the Primo- 
geniture in thoſe Days, and that the Law of Nature 
was the ſame after their Delivery out of Eyppr, 
as it was before. r 1+ 


Now, this Law of- Nature is indeed the Eternal 


= Law of the Creator, infuſed into the Heart of the 


1 1 Creature, at the time of the Creation: By which 
Lam Mankind were governed ' Two Thouſand Tears, 


before any Lams were written; whereof the Apo- 
= ſtle ſays, the Gentiles which have not the Law de, 
Nature, the thinos contained in the Law z theſe, h- 
wing not the Law, are a Law unto themſelves. (c) 
eo ann 


% - . 4 * * 


„ erke, Polit, P. x5, (6) Gen. cor. 27. (e Raw. 
41. 14. ; 5 | i 
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Thus, in > Word, not only Adam, but all the 
ſucceeding Parrierchs, as well before, as after the Flood, 
had, by this Law of Nature, Royal Authority over 
their reſpective Children, and exerciſed Kit 90 
Power, in full and ample manner. For ſo we nd 


them raiſing Armies; making ſolemn Treaties of Peace; 


ſending Formal Embaſſies on Negotiations of Mar- 
riage; adjudging Offenders to Death; and granting 
Pardons after ſuch Condemnation (a And, tis re- 
mar kable, that in Abrabum's Treaty, with the Sons Ml 
of Heth, for a Burying-place for Sarah, they ſtile 
him A Mighty Prince (b), as indeed he was. | 

What has been here ſaid; was well ſumm'd up, 
by an Author, who had formerly been juſtly cen- 


ſured, for what he had written in favour of ſome 3 


preterided Privileges of the Peofir, © The Original Law 
6 of Nature (ſays he), as a0 Palititians and Divines 
-* atſert, and the Scriprure manifeſts, at firſt gave 


< every Father a Magiftratieal and judicial Rule, 


« over his Children, Progeny, Family, and mute | 5 
ce him a Ring, Printe, Lord over them, without ei⸗ 


« ther their Choice oz Call: The Father, and Fitſt⸗ 
< hoꝛn of the Family, being both the King, Princt, 


« Lord over it, 154 Prieſt to it, from the Creation, 


< till the Law was given; as is generally acknow- 


« ledged by all Divines; as God himſelf is King 
c over all the Earth, mne as Creator and Father 1 


* thereof” (00. 


Since then *tis' ſo. ident That all the patri⸗ 3 


archs had this Regal Power, what hindets, but 
that they ſhould be eſteemed Kings, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes? Nay, —4 as dec 08 as any 


that * been ſince! 255 _ ; 


(9) Gai. . = xxl. 31. nana, 31. — lv. 2. — 72 
XXXVI. 24,26, mw (5) Gow. XXL, {. 6: (c) Prynn's Plea is the 
Ttrar, P. 10. 


\ 


8 If there yet remain any Doubt of it, let us hear. 
d, the Lord Chief Juſtice Coke (that Great Oracle of 
Jy the Law !) who aſſures us, from moſt Unexcep- 
ly tionable Authorities, © That Certain it is, that 
id before Judicial, or Municipal Laws were made, Kings 


ce did decide ' Cauſes according to Natural Equity, 
ce and were not tied to am Rule or Formality of 


c Lam, but did Jura dare (a): That the Command- 
E- c ment Honora Patrem, doutleſs doth extend it 
a8 «© ſelf to him that is Pater Patrie (): That, 
le to this Pater Patria, this Sovereign Prince by Birth, 


ca true and faithful Obedience of the Subjeck is 
c due, by the Lam of Nature 5 And an Incident in⸗ 


ne born he oweth, by Birthright, Ligeance and O- 
aw & © bedience to his Soveraign (c): And that, ſuch 
ves | as (he ſays) is without L'mitation, Condition, Bounds, or 
ve Reſerne ;, © Liceantia Naturalis nullis Clauſtris coercetur, 
le, WR © muliis Metis refrenatur, nullis Finibus premitur (d): 
de | © That this Allegiance is due to the Natural Per- 
ei⸗ © ſon of the King (e) (whereſoever he is, whether 
t- e in or out of the Kingdom): That this Law of 
ct, © Nature is part of the Law of EAglam (; where 
vn, © the King holdeth the Kingdom, by Wirthright 
w. < inherent, by Deſcent from the Blood Roa, 
ing 5 whereupon e doth attend And there- 
her « fore, it is uſually ſaid, to the King, his os, 
X = and Succelloꝛs; Vherein Heirs is fir! named, 2 
rl⸗ © Succeſſors is Attendant upon Heirs: And yet (he 
,ut © proves that) in dux ancient Books, Succeſſion and Fur- 


ws ceſſor are taken for Hereditance and Heir 5--: But theTi- 
ce tleis oy ER (For Example) ” By Qucen Elis abeth s 


Death, the Crown and Kingdom of England Deſcended 


Bu ACE RI 72 8 » - 0 44 ͤ— „ © — * 4b 


(a) cotes Reports B. 7. oſtnati. Calvin's Caſe, 6. Fac. 1. Ful. 
13. (6) Bid. Fol. 12. (e) ibid. Fil. 4. 14 bid, fel, 10. C) 
id. HM. RT nn 


the Regal Succeſſion, &c. 21 


« ſeparable to every Subject; for, as ſoon as he is 


S 


4 be h HISTORTof 
to his Majeſty (King James, though then our of the King- 
dom): © and he was fully and abſolutely thereby 
«© King, without any Eſſential Ceremony, or Act, 
< to be done ex poſt falko; and Coronation is but a 
«© Royal Ornament, and outward Solemnization of 
& the Deſcent (a) That ſuch © Allegiance, by 
ce the Lam of Nature, never was nor could be alte- 
ce red or changed; much leſs taken away (); 
nay that this Natural Allegiance of the Subject to 
his Soveraign, by Birth, © is inherent, and inſe⸗ 
ce parable, and cannot be relpited (c . 
his Quotation, from fo great an Aſertor of the, 
Subjefts Privileges (and in a Caſe too, which, him- 
felf tells us, was © as elaborately, ſubſtantially, 
and judiciouſly argued, as ever was any (d): and 
which has this peculiar to it, that “ no one 
Opinion, in all our Books, is againſt this Judg- 
ment (e), cannot need an Apology ; ſince it has 
Nh given us ſo clear a Light into the Law of Nature 
„ (by which Mankind were originally governed), in 
e delation to the Paternal and Regal Authority of the 
ih Patriarchs. Eſpecially ſince certain Engliſh Sub- 
fjeits have the Aſſurance to affirm that © the 
N c free Choice, Conſent, or Recognition of a Wation, 
5 e is the proper Foundation of the Rights of Princes 
a (H, &c. and That © it appears in Scripture, that 
ll © Maothing, in Ordinary Caſes, but the free Choice, 
165 % or Recognition of a People, gives a Juſt Right to à 
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Prince to goyern them (g); and many other 
ſuch like Unſcriptural and Unlawful Aſſertio 
equally tending to poſſeſs the unwary Reader, 5 
Notions utterly inconſiſtent with the Fundamen- 
tal Laws of any Hereditary Monarchy, and to "i 1 


i 


e) Bia Fol. 10 11. (6) id. El. 13. (e) 167d. Fol. 7. ( 
Bid. 3. Fl. (e) bid. Fol, 28. (f) Whiſt; Script. Polit. p. 8. () 8 
Ibid, Dewic, p. 11. ; age 1 ' A” F FS $1 


ar 


Ihe Regal Succeſſion, &ci' 23 


fy the worſt Fact, that the worſt of Subects were 
ever guilty of. Whereas the Cleroy of our Natio- 
nal Church in Convocation aſſembled, have cenſu- 
red this as a great Error, (a): Nay and even the Peo- 
ple's own Repreſentatives in Parliament, will be 


found upon Examination to have all along 


declared expreſly agamſt ſuch Republican DoUtrines.! 
Particularly, in one of our lateſt Inſtances, after 
an unnatural Rebellion and Regicide, and the ſub- 
ſequent Extluſion and Abjuration of the Right 


Heir, the People in Convention repreſentatively aſſem- 
bled, confeſſed and acknowledged to the World, That 


© it can no way be... doubted, but that His Majeſty's 
© Right and Title to his Crowns and Kingdoms 18, 
cc and was, every way compleated, by the Death of his 
* molt Royal Father Without the Ceremony or Solemnity 
5 of a Proclamation, & c. And therefore. accozding to 
© their. Duty and Allegiance, they unanimouſly de- 
« clared and proclaimed, That immediately upon 
< the Deceaſe of--- King Charles (the Firſt), the Im- 


4 perial Crown, &c. did, by Birthright andLawfvl 


< and Undoubted Succeſſion, deſcend and come to 
© King Charles the Second, as being lineally, juſtly and 
ce lawjully Next Heir of the Blood Royal, (c) G. — 
And all this too, after they had kept this Next 
Meir many Years in Exile! And our Church. too, 
in the Forms of Prayer compoſed on thoſe, Occaſi- 
ons, (and which are alſo part of the Law. of the 
Land even at this Day) does © acknowledge in the 
* Preſence of God himſelf, That the King was In- 
© nocent, and a Bleſſed Martyr, &c. (notwithſtanding 
all the Popery and:Tyranny and Arbitrary Power the 
Febels charged him with ! ) That his Son was his 
f * Undoubted Heir, and our then moſt 2 
i 8 al 


2 — war oe es He « CD 3 *r «c oY _- Jo_ + 
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24 The fort HISTORT of ; 
< and that the Throne was his Right, even during 
< his Exile and pretended Artainder : That he was 
< not Choſen, but Reſtoꝛed to his own juſt and undoubt⸗ 
< ed Rights; and as ſuch prom ſeth all Loyal and Du- 
© riful Alegiance to the preſent King, and to hig 
„ Þrirs after him (2): Nay, and is it not mani- 
feſt, that every one, who has obtained the PoE 
ſeſſion of this Crown (whether by Right, as King 
Edward the Fourth, or by Uſurpation, as Henry the 
Fourth, and others) has always made his Pretenſon 
to it, as the Next Lawful Heir, and as ſuch pre- 
tended to aſcend the Throne of his Anceſto2s 2 How 
then is all this Hypocriſy before God, and Prevari- 
cation with Nen, to be accounted for, if after 1 M 
this Solemnity, the Throne be denied to be Heredi- : 
rary? And what Colour is there for any one to 
fay, that the Right of Princes, depends upon the 
Choice, Conſent, or Recognition of the People? 80 di- 
rectly contrary to all the Authorities of Seript ure 
Hiſtory, Law, and right Reaſon ! But, to proceed. 
During the Egyptian Bondage, Moſes was raiſed Wi 

3 to be a Prince and Deliverer to 


up by the Lord (, t 
the Iſraelites, whoſe Government was originally Mo- 
narchical, from the time that they firſt became a 
Nation: For Moſes was King in Jefurun, even whin Wl 
the Heads of the People, ant 5, Tribes of Iſrael 'were BY: 
gathtred rogerher © And that he was Abſolute, and i 
accountable to none for his Adminiſtration, but to Go 
_ only, the ſacred Records in many Inſtanees de 
plainly prove. For his Dipine Right, and Ah- 

ute Anthority, were remarkably, atſerted by God 
Himſelf, even againft his own Brethren and Siſter, for Wl 
but Purmuring againſt him; Wherefore — 1 


—— * — 


— — 


(O See the Forms for 30 January, and 29 May. (6) Exod, il 
Ii. 10. le) Deuter. xi. 5. 0 (4) Numb. 4 . 8. | 4 


We Regal Sucefſine ee, 25 


not afraid (ſaid the Lord to Aaron and Miriam) to ſpeak 
againſt my. Servant Moſes? And the anger of the Lord 
But moſt | exemplary; was the Puniſhment. of 
of Corah, Dathan, and Abirum, and their Adherents, 
for ſeditiouſſy Reflſting, and Rebelling againſt the 
ſame Authority: And that too (as a late Learned 
Divine obſeryed) : © upon the Common Grounds of 
« ſuch things, viz. Dſurpation upon the People's 
Rights, Arbitrary Gonernment, and ill Management 
« of Affairs ()., Neither were theſe Patriots or 
Aſſertors of the (Geod Old) Cauſe of Aiberty 
content with Rebellion againſt Moſes, their Law- 
ful Prince, but they alſo, preſumed to Iuvade, V/anp, . 
and Intrude upon the Sacred Office of Aaren the 9 


Ag. Prieſt; though tis certain, that whoeyer 


ſet up for being Patrons of Liberty ſhould, at the 
« ſame time, ſet up for Patrons of Religion; for o- | 
* therwiſe the more, Liberty we have, the more | | 


© Danger we ſhall be in of being undone (c). Up- 
on which, Moſes, as he was Commanded, by the 
Lord, ſpake unto all the Congregation of the Peo- 
ple, ſaying, Depaxt, I prq; jou, from the Tents of theſe 
Wicked Men, and touch nothing of -theirs, leſt pe be 
tonſumed in all their Sins (4)! For ſuch is the hei- 
nous Nature, and Contagion, of thoſe Sins of 
Rebellion and Schiſm, that the Deſtruction of the 
Actors alone was not a ſufficient Attonement for it: 
But, as every one of their Adherents was, in re- 
© {pet of Moſes, Rebel, and in reſpect of Aaron, 
2 Schiſmatick, whoever joined with, or any way 
aſſiſted, or coumtenanced them in their Sins, was chere- 
by liable to! ſhare the Puniſhment; and the more 
effectually ta deter us from the like Guilt, we 4 5 
| f = E 1 that 


* < by 
8 11 a 
15 | . — 
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4 (a) Numb. 81. 8, 9.._(b) Stillingff. Serm, 30. Fanuery. 1668. 
O mu, 5. Nov os 8.15. (4) Numb xvi. 26: 


* 


Zo Phe ſport HISTORTof © 
that God Almighty wrought x Miracle to deſtroy them; 
For the Ground clave afunder, that was under them, 
Aud the Earth opened her Mouth, and ſwallowed them uf, 
and their Houſes, and all the Men that appertain- 
ed unto -Corah, and all their Goods : They and all that 
_ appertained to them, went down alive into the Pit, and 
the Earth cloſed upon them; and they periſhed from 4. 


From the Lord, and conſumed the 250 Men, that offered 
Incenſe (a). And for the better Remembrance there- 
of, their Cenſers were preſerved, to be a Memorial, 


not as Corah and as his Company —— ; when they 


in, and bind themſelves in others of their own In- 
venting. Nay, when others of the People preſumed, 
the next Day, but to Murmur againſt Moſes and 


of them were deſtroyed by a Plague (c). So that 


cc 


< ſee God doth not abate of his Severity upon any 
* of theſe Conſiderations ? (d. 
Thus was the Divine Authority and Abſolute Irre- 


 fiſtible Power of Moſes (not to ſay any more of Aaron) 


be thought an Extravrdinary Caſe, Moles aud 
*- Aaron being Exrraordinary Perfons, immediately 
“ appointed by God, and governed by his imme- 
Le diate: Direction, the Apoſtle * 
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mongſt the Congregation ——. And there came out a Fire 


unqueſtionably proved: And, leſt this ſhould i 
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that no Stranger, which is not of the Secd of Aaron, 
come near to offer Incenſe before the Lord, That he be 


ſtrove againſt tbe Lo2d.- (b). For ſo they may juſtly 2 
be ſaid to do, who throw off - thoſe Obligations of W 
Allegiance which God and Nature have bound them 4 


Aaron, for the Loſs of their Brethren, 14700 more 


et the Pretences be never ſo popular, the Perſon: i 
never ſo great and famous; nay, though they i 
were of the great Council of the Nation, yet we 
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m. this: Been againſt thoſe in his Nn -who 

em, were turbulent and factious, who deſpiſed Domi- 
up, nion, and ſpale e of; x; J Dignities . that they * 
in- . hon e n the gainſaying.of Coraby (a) which he 


and WF the late Dre Sherlock onee well obſerved) exten- 
F ded. to all Ordinary, as well as Extraordinary | 
Fire WF Cales ; had it not been a fling: Teltunpuy Of 
ered . * God's. Diſpleaſure, againſt al thoſe, who op- 


poſe themſelves againſt the Sovereign Powers . 
| 7 5 as Moſes was the firſt. Lamęiver or Wri- : 
of Lamt, in the World, let us fee how. tis. Laws, 
or rather thoſe of God pratitinced by him) agreed. 

ov ith the Lam of Nature, upon this Subject. 
lt happened that Zelophehad (one of the Trinces, 

f the Half Tribe of Mareſſeh) had no. Sont, but 


hem Daughters: And ſheſe (grounding their Plea upon 
In- Nhe Law of Mature) ſued unto Moſes for their Fa- 
ned, her's Inheritance (for the Lan 0 was divided by Inhe⸗ 
and Bitance); Our, Father (ſaid they) died in the Wilderneſs, 
aore Bind he was not in the Company. of them, that gathered. 
that ¶ Mhemſelves together againſt the Lord, in the Company 
r ſons WF Corah, but-died in his own Sin, aud had. no Song 
they Y ſfuuid the Name of our Father be done away (c)? &rc. 
t we here, by the way, we may obſerve, that the whole 


1 eeople were made ſenſible, by the Dreadful Jadg- 
ent of God upon Rebels, that Reſiſting Moſes 


Ir. id Aaron, was a Rebellton againſt God. himſelf, 
aron) om whom they received their Authority; and 
ould hat they, and every one that was in their Cotnpan 
aud gad thereby forfeited: God's. Favour, as well as to 
ately Might to their Inheritance. „Therefore they plead, 
nme · ¶ at their Father was not in the Company. of Corah; 
edges d W 1 Fragte t. their FO. Wa. the 
this or d (0%. 11600 > will ee 


„. 18. Numb, xxvij1, 3. Numb. xx. . 


could not have done, had not this Example (as 


E 2 f "A <> - = 


4 60 1 11. tht 6a Regt. . 00 0) Nen. geb. 59 — 


| 


— — = — 
= — EW), > gps ED = Sat SED En 8 52 — * 
— 7 Ln CNS =O {a 8 — — + _ — — We 
_ > — 4 — * - = r LES — N 
ß AAA - 
— —̃ (— I 2—— — ¶—ů — — 2 — — — * — 5 
— —— — a —— = — — . —. 2 + 
2 2 222 —— — 1 8 - "ISDA: 3 
6 = > — D rr — R- - - - 
rn A x re een Js — : < S 
— "ART. : 7 7 — — — 32 — 
— — 


= = 
— 
= —_ 


=: 
— = 
_ 5 
— 
— 


—— 
— 


— = 
= = _ 
=== 


— — 


24 dem argues in another Caſe) (a) “ we have 


adjudgeè that Cauſe in favour of theſe Da hters 
conteſtable Authority againſt the Salique Lum in 


him of” his Family, ande he ſpall poſſeſs it His 1 


che Order of Nature, or (as it᷑ is int 


by the ed, If « Mes hive aw Wines, ns Ba 
And i the Firſtborn Son 155 her that mas Fared, the 


Firſt- born, by efore the don of the Hated, which is i 


28 be ſbort EÞISTORFof 


VU wo this Occafion"therefore (as a Celebrated 


ce the Juſteft Reaſon to expect to, know the Thought; 
« of Almighey God conoerning Yertvitary Right. | 
And what were they? Why, the Lord did not only 


(whieh' might upon Occafion- be a ſtrong and in- 


Fance) but made it a Stutute of Judgment (or Pet- 
petual Law) ſaying, Fa Alam dien and have no Sor 
Chih, by the way, 18. Af Admiffion thiat the Son 
had a Natural Right ee his Father's: Auer 
then ye ſhall cauſe bis Inheritance to paſs "unto ' bi, 
n and if he have nb ghter, ben unt 
bis Brethren; and if be have no Bret hren, N ; 
unto his Father 8 Br hren; ant if his Fallen bad "i 
Bretlren, they — unto hir kinkfman that is: nett toll 2] | 
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Here we ſee Aimigbty Gol taking Occaſion (as del 5 
laſt" quoted”. Aut bor expreſſes! it) to confirm” thei 
Lem of Nature, in reſpect of "Inhepitances. * _ oli 
ſhew us, that it is net in our Power) to inver 

he Nile e 3 
chapter) that the Firſt:borh is not to be »diſitrhe 100 2 
upon private Ackecklon, this other Law was, added 


and another Hared, an hiy have! born him Children 1 
ir hal be, when he mater hir Sins to Inherit char wh 
be hath tha he may not mute the Sor of the Belmll 


deed the Firſt-botn; (br, as it is in the old Ma 
gin, while” the Son ok the Pated liveth): Bu 
A acknowledge the Sn of the Hated" for the lf I 
, by ging kim a Double Portion of- all. I 1 
t ? 8 
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that be baths, For (this 


© ther*s'Strengeh:; 
. e bern 6 is his; that is to ſay, the l 


29; 
Reaſon, | that) ht igt the © 
Beginning: of! his Strength; chemin of the Finit-" 1 
born #5 his (a). | Sho. 
Nou this Law: (fays As Terme Aber __ | 
„and ftill is, grounded, 1. On Gogis\ expreſs. G. 95 
mand, and ſo it is Judhial Lam of Gad 2. On 
« Natural Reaſony\ and ſo it becomes: a) Poſitive. Laws: 
© of Nature, obliging al Nations, at: alt” Times, 
© to the: Obſervation oft.. By! this Law „Cs 
my Author proceeds) “ it is undeniably evident, » 
* that the F itſt:boꝛn ſhould v he the tit ot bis 
« Father, whether the ſaid Finf-borm were: Good 
«< or Bad; beloved or Hated: And the Reaſon, 
© which! God gives for that Lam iv this, Sulicet, be- 
ce cauſè the Firſt-borns is the Beginning af his Ha- 
; and therefore, the Righrraf bis Firſt. 
Night ot Iuheritaunnas - 
„ #s his. 80 that this Lam of Inberitunte hy Primages; 
* niture is not only a Poſitive: and Julicial Lavr 
c made by God. binding the People of the Jens: 
© But it is alſo a Moral: Law founded on Naturah 
Reaſon; and therefore is ſor euer ohligatorys 
* and at all time: binds all'' Nations to obſerve: = 
© keep it, For, if, among the Jemt, the Fiſt- burn 
4 was therefore to Inherit, becauſe he was the 
Beginning of his Father's: Strength: Then by the 
©< ſame Force of Reaſona, ought al Firſt-bar 
< Sons, of all. Men whatſoever, to inherit their Fa- 
e ther's Subſtanee, hedauſe they all are the! Begin- 
© ning of thein Rarher r Sn And therefore. the 


2, Riche of Inheritance is theirs 2. „ 51 


Agreeably to which, that ninent 2 are 
quoted, applies all to che Kingdom of England, ar- 
Suing from JO. Tha” * Ne is founded 
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30 Thefort« HISTORY of 


upon the Lam of Nature, hath the ſame Autho⸗ 
l cc rity amongſt all Men; 'wherewith (he obſerves) 
k our Lawyers agree, for this Reaſon, © tor that G 
| “ and Nature is one to all, and therefore the Law 
1 c of God and Nature is one to al! (40. 5 
"i This Law of Indefeaſible Yereditary Right, or: La 
ls | of Inheritance (as he calls it) Mr. Mhiſton owus to 
be certainly a plain and clear Law, relating ay 
cc the Affairs of / Private Families among the 9e 
But how this belongs to the Affairs of Publici N 
cc ernment, or Succeſſion of Kings, or Princes, he 
<. does not fee. ” . But if he pleaſes to gpen his” 
Eyes and obſerve, that this Law is given in 
General Terms, and compare it with the. Judgment 
pronounced in the Caſe of the Daughters of Ztiophe- 
had (laſt mentioned) who was a Publick Perſon, he 
will find no juſt Ground, to diſtinguiſh in this Caſe, 
between Publick and Wider Inheritances; always re- 
membring this Muxim, th it, where the Lam it felf” 
does not A bg, we have no Authority to make 4 Di- 
ſtinct ion. But in anſw er to this Objection, and to 
put it out of all Queſtion, the Divine new ly quoted, 
argues thus. If Succeſſion and Iuheritance be eſta⸗ 
ce bliſhed upon tlie Firſt- born in Private Families, 
& becauſe of his Primopeniturei: Then, by the ſame 
Law, the Right of Inheritance and of Succeſſion” 
6. unto the Crown is for ever ſettled upon the 
. Firſt-born o Kings. For, the Firſt-born of Kings 
are the Beginning of their Royal Father's Strength: 
4 And therefore; the Right of the Firſt- horn, that is 
ce to ſay, the Right of Fa Ad and of Succeſſion. to 
& their Father's Throne, is theirs (c). And a 
much greater than he, even our Bleſſed Sauioun 
himſelf, in anſwer to Pilates Queſtion, Art thou 


4 rr ? Anſwered, Thou jo that I am a Ring: 27 
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le Regel Succeſſion, Ke. 31 


chat his Right to his Father's Kingdom was 


this End was I bon (a), &c. thereby i wel 
Birth and Primogenitave. But after this J muſt ow 


my {elf to be perfeckly at a Loſs, to underſtand, 
what our Scripture Politician means by ſaying, that 
this Law of Inheritance never © appears to have 
cc been ordained by God, nor approved by him, 
cc but the contrary : And that we find no ſuch Law 
& of Hereditary Succeſſion, about the State of the Civil 


< Power, among the Jews, but many which make 


c greatly againſt it ()! ant 

Now, the Double Portion was · not the only Right 
of the Firſt-born; for, we find, as Biſhop Babington has 
juſtly obſerved, © That the Preheminence of the 


% Birthright- was this, Habebant Jus Sacerdotii & 


< Regni in Familia, &c. they were Prieſts and Rings 
«< in the Family after the Father's Death: They 


ce had a Preheminence above the reſt in the Divi- 


<«< fion of the Father's Inheritance: They ſucceeded 
ce the Father in all Dignity, Principality, and Ho- 
& nour They had Authority over oy Brethren, 
ce ſo that they roſe up at their Preſence, and mini- 
ce fred tothem” (c) &. And all thisagreeableto the 
Expreſſion of the inſpired Patriarch Iſaac, where, 
ſpeaking as to the Firſt-born, he ſays, Be Lod over 
thy Brethren, and let thy Mother's Sons bow down to 


thee (d); which a Learned Modern calls © ſtrictly 


© and directly the Jus Primogeniti, the Right of the 
&« Firſt-born ” (e). And ſo likewiſe, when the ſame 
Patriarch confirmed that Alienation of the Birthright 
to Jacob, he ſays to Eſau, then in the Perſon of the 
Younger, I haue made him thy Lord, and all his Brethren 
have I.given to him for Servants (J) ʒ which ſufficient- 
iy manifeſts the Prerogative of Primogeniture. 


*—— 


| (a). r. Jeb. viii. 37. (6) Script. Polit. 5. 8, 16, (e) Babing- 
ton Worke, fol. og. (4) Gen. xxvii. 29. (e) Bibl. Bib. p. 584. 
(f) Sen. æx vii. 31 | 


32 The ſhort -HISTORT of 
In the Caſe of the Stbborn and Rebellious Son, thi?, 
upon the Complaint of his Parents to the Mai- 
ſtrates, he was to be ſtoned to Death by the People (a): 
Wer we do not find, that any of them could Ex- 
"clude or Depzibe him of his Birthright, or the Pre- 
heminence thereof; no, not even tho he had been 
an Hater of Right and Righteouſneſs; as we: ſhall ſee 
more at large by and by = 
After theſe, we find another Lam made, for the 
better Preſervation of Inheritances, in the Family and 
Name of the Firſt-born, That if Brethren live tope- 
ther, and if one of them die and haue no Child, the Wife 
of the Dead ſhall not marry without: unto. a Stranger: 
Her Husband's Brother (or, asiit'is in the Margin, his 
-Next:Kinfman) hl go in um her, and tate her to 
bim to Miſe; —— And it ſball be, that the Firſt- horn, 
. hich ſhe beareth, ſnall ſucceed, in the Name of his Bro- 
then which is dead, that his Name be not pat out of I- 
+ Tael (b) -. Which Law is alſo explained by that 
Queſtion of the Sadducces to our Sæviour in the 
Goſpel (c); ſo that, it is plain, the firſt, ſecond, 
* third, and other Brothers married the Widow fucceſ-. 
- ſfoely, one after another, according to their Priority 
ok Birth, to keep up the Name and Honour of the 
EFirſt- born. Nay, and our Saviour himſelf has af. 
firmed the Natural Right of Primogenitzre, in his Pa- 
..rable of the Prodigal Son: Where, in the firſt Place, 
he ſ peaks generally of 4 certain Man (to ſhe w. 
that it was not peculiar to the Jews, but the 
Common Cafe of: Men), and then ſays in the 
Perſon of the Father to the Eldeſt Son. San, thot 
art ever with me, and all that J have is Thine (4); 


that is, by Riglit of Birth, as my Eldeſt Sn. 
e e 
1 17 EL, a 


\ 


; ; : 3 . 5 : i ; ? . , 
(a) Deut. xxi. 18. (b) Deut. xxy. 5. (e) St. Matt, wii. 14 
st. Mart xi. 19. St. Like xx, 28. (a) St, Luke xv 11, 31s + 
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cracy, Or Democracy, vor\any other For 
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. ene tue, mere pattioulkely, ene e ere 
ec ſeeingy that the Jews would in e \ 
cc of his Government, makes 'Provition*M their 
Law fox ſetting up ai ): Where We may 
note, that; he prefer Ning h Gebe Nen any 
other ; becauſe he did net ate Provifi6 tor g- 


2 
Kother Form (bb:gb their 
Lam makes nb. Allemande for), but Mon Aeby only 25 
did he ſufſer the People belle, r cohort them- 


felves at all in the Ein; but reſerved the 
68 


Choice thereof wholly to himſelf, as is H Nerg- 
gative, and commanded them 88 ebe webe 
therein only tot his Divine Appointmenk 
When thou urt eome-nnto uh — 7 450L6 
God giveth bee, und ſpuir poſſeſs it; und ſtale dwell 5 
in, and ſpalt ſa I wil fertile Ring ber ine, VRP is all the 
Natibmo that. ave! about me: Thin Jhalt in 5 wh & 
6*thatt. 


him A ing over thee; Whum the Lord ey 
chooſe ; ne from among ri), Brethren fut ben i King 
over thee 3 thou mayſt nor fer a Str anger dere r | e. which 
is not thy Brother ( b). 19 I ell uit TORS 10 1 

And: here we may ꝓerceive àn edent Diftin- 
ion made between Chbofily” 4 Ning; whith God 
reſerves to himſelf} and ſerring up c NU over 
the Pripta when ſo Choſen, hich latter Power" rhe 
Children of Iſeuel had indeed bit N Hf för- 


mer; it being God's Sole Pescgarbe i Eligete, the - 
Peoples: Duty Recognoſtert. And this N 


„And this Pick action is 
clearly: expounded by the judicious Hoof; Tome 
of whoſe Words may mot be improper to Be here 
inſerted. “ Heaps of Scripture (aich he) ate ſelect- 
«© ed concerning the Solemn Coxronatien ot Inaus 
« guration of Saul, David, Solomon and others, 
© by: Nobles, Ancients; and the People of the 
Common Wealth of Iſrael ;' As if theſe Solem- 
A e ce nities 
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SFr r . = .. 


— 


——ů— 


ECSSR———_l 


Ws 
to feed them with Poſſibilities of aſpiring unto 


| do; ſometimes read, that the People made ſuch an 
one King, we muſt not apprehend, that they were 
the Original of Regal Power, or that the Kingdom was 
_ Elective : Bnt only that they owned or recognized 


- 34 . The ſbort HA STORT of 


© nities were a kind of Deed, hereby the Right 
ef Dominion is given. Which ſtrange, untrue, ad 
unnatural Conceits are {et abroad by Seed Men of 
ebellion., only to animate; Unquiet Spirits, and 


ce 


be; the Thrones, if they can win the Hearts of 
3 the People, whatſoever Hereditary Title any other 
25 before them may have. I ſay, theſe Unjuſt and 
by Inſalent Poſitions I would not mention, were it 
Ws. thereby to make the Countenance of T ruth 
* more Orient. For unleſs we will openly pro- 
e claim Defiance unto all Lam, Equity, and Reaſon, 
2 we muſt, (for there is no other Remedy) ac- 
knowledge, that in Kingdoms Hereditary, Birtib 
% giveth, Right unto \ Savereign Dominion, and the 
Death of the Predeceſſor putteth the Succeſſor 
by Blood in Seiſin: Thoſe publick Solemnities 
ee Teſtification of the Inheritor's Right, or belong 
to the Form of inducing ot him into Poſſeſſion 
“of that thing he hath Right unto... Therefore, in 
NE does happen, that, without Right of Blood, 
\*.a Man, in ſuch wiſe be poſſeſſed, all theſe ne- 
Elections, and Inveſtings are utter ly void; they 
make him no Indefeaſibhle Eſtate, the Inheritoz by 
% Wlaod may diſpoſſels him as an Uſurper ”(a). | | 


- 


- 1, This-Diftindion being well obſerved, will help 


us the better to underſtand the Scripture Phraſe 
concerning the Inſtitution of Kings. For, though we 


him as a King of God's mating; for ſo were the three 
firſt of their Kings expreſly ſet over them. But 
S e when 
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the Regal Sucram, &. 555 


when that immediate Deſignation of 'theiriXings' 


from God himſelf was to ceaſe; aud the "Kingly: . 


vernment ſetled in the Houſe of Judah, according to 
Jacob's Propheſy (a): then was the Kingdom to be- 
come Hereditary; As appears from the Coricluſion 
of thoſe Præuiſianal Preceprs for the King that ſhould: 
be ſer over them, via. That he mo prolong his- 
Days in his Kingdom, ht and his Children, in the midſt 
of Iſrael (H. Agreeable to which is that Obſeryation 
of the Jews, that it was neceſſary to Anoint 
< the firſt of à Family that was advanced to a 
© Kingdom ʒ but it was not neceſmury to Anoint 
* his Children that ſucceeded him (c). 
Thus much of the Laws of God, pronounced, and 
recorded by Maſes. And we do accordingly find, 
that in all the Regular Sucteſſians, as well among God: 
People, as among the Nations, the Royal Dignity 
deſcended by Ptiozity of Birth and Pꝛiorimity of 
Blood, according to the Law of Nature: Except 
only in Caſes, where Nee, . was inter- 
rupted by the expreſs Appointment and Revelation" of 
God himſelf; for otherwiſe it was diſowned by God 
as a Violation of his Lars, and no other than a 
meer Uſurpation; as will be ſeen in the proper 
Places mo nne 5 a n 
As to what Mr. Whiſfton affirms of the Appoint- 


ment of the ſeventy Elders or Magiſtrates, that & it 


« was done by the free Choice of the People, Cc.“ (d), 
his own Book may confute him; where he acknow- 
ledges, That it was neither done by the Authority 
of the People, en 3 e Moſes 4 _ 
< when Jethro advited Moſes, to make Juages, it 

« only 2 Suppoſition, that God ORs — 
*, him accordingly (e). * and the very 3 

| | FS 
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th 


3 (a) Gen. wlix.\26 (00 Deut. vil. v6. (6) Prick on I Sam. 
xvi. 12. (a) Script. Polit. p. 16,17. (e) ia. p. 2. 5 


— 


| | 1 7 
too which himſelf has quoted in the Margin, to 
make good his Aſſertion, „do, indeed, prove the 
quite. contrary-. For 9 28 it was Tethrd's Advic eto 
Aaſes, Thi: ſhalt provide: out of all thei People "able 
Meng & r, und. place! furh over them (a); Fo we 
read chat it was not the Hecle, but Naaſes choſe--- 
and madle them Heads, Co. That ehe Lord cmmanded 
him to make the Election and he made it 'accot- 
dingly : Aud all that the People did, or were requis 
redo to doʒ was to ſanctißy themſelves againſt the Day 
that was appointed, for Nipſes to make the Ele- 
ction, as the Lord had commanded him (H). And 
what if © here no Right of Families, or of Primo- 
L genſture gan be at Al pretended 7 ({c) #: was the 
Heneditam . Surcceſtan of Iuferiour | Magiſtrates evet 
contended for ? And, theſe tis plaiſ w He no other; 
for che Sapreme Popeno remained ftillvin doſes, to 
whom the Hnal Apaa lay in all great Murter: 7a; a 
But Moſes being ſorbwarned of his Death, and 
in his Wiſdom.” foreſeingy that theſe Elder, or 
Magiſtrates, though there were Seventy of them, 
could int be able to go thorow with the great 
Work, nor retain the People in due Obedience, 
without the ſuppott of a Supreme Godiernour, pre- 
ſented, this Petition to the Lord, to ſer A Man over 
the Congregation, mich may go out before! them, and 
which: may go in befor them;\which may lelul them out, 
aud whith may bring mem in, that tht Congregation 
of the -Lord, be not asSheep which haue m Shepherd (e). 
And thereupon the Lard appointed Joſbua to ſucceed 
imme Not by any Choice or Nomination of the Peo- 
ple, but upoſi the innnediate Deſignation of the Lord 
Himſelf, and by the | mediate Authority of Moſes; 
21097 viev n! A 15; * vISa1005s-1whe 
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a () Frog. vi. 21. (b) — verſ. 25, Numb. xi. 16. Deuter. 
113, 15. waxy 18. Nunib. xi. 18. (e) Mut., Seripr. Polit. p 
17. (a) Exod,. x E. (% Numb * N 16. 7 * 
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ba Re. Seren, Sc. 37 


whom the Land. gommanded, te lay. FRY Hand- 
him, and to give him u Char 


e; and to put ſome of his 
Honour upon him, that. All.t e Con regation of the CH. 
dren of Irael might be. Obedient ( 7 And ſo far were 
the People then, from claiming it as their R gbr, byany 
Pretence of an Original Contra, to chuſe their own 
Rulers, or to cramp their Authority with Limitati- 
ong, that we find them ready to hear len unto him, a 
0 do as the Loxd\commanded Moſes (a). Nor did they 
centent themſelves, with promiſing an Ablolute and 
Unconditional Ohedience to his we cinallthings. 
but further declared, that th 29 7 8 put to Hr 
every one that thould Rebel. 15755 e ommandy 
and mould not heœ ten unto. his "Sfp. 15 Il that he 
Commanded (@)z- and all this was ſoon after 1 
by the Lord himſelf, when he 77 ed Joſhu. q 
the Sig ht of- all... I rael, and they, ven e ro 
feared. Moles althe Days of hg, 1 15 a 
Neither did they preſume to ſet up a Succeſſor to 
Joſmaa, after his Death, thoughratghat very, time 
(as certain Zealous Aduocates fi liamentury Fomer da 
contend) th:y had their Sanhedrim (dr. Parliamemt Sits | 
ting: But 2 that it did nt ; belong to their 
to malt to themſelves a. King, or Supreme...Ge» 
vernour, they asled the Lord, Who ſhou nag 25 to Hh 
for then (e)? And the Lord a ppoifited the Tribe of 
Was. to be eftabliſh- 
ed) to go ap frft 4 GONE But, as it 
does not : appear, for uy bh time, that they had. an 
One Chief or Ruler. to lead them, we may 9 
That the Lord gave his People this Taſte of the 14;- 
ſeries naturally attending a Popular.State, or Common 
Wealth, that they might be the ſooner brought 
to N and the more able to underſtand their 
Happi- 


8 m—_ 


Mees Bt „ 


100 — Pa. 18. 


(* Deut. æxxi v. 1 
(a * iv. £6... 


(e Joſp. 4 
(e) * 3 F 


33 The ſort HISTORTf 


Happineſs, under Ponarchical Govertiment, which” 
he had, from the Beginning reſolved to bleſs them 
with. Thus, whereas, afterwards, under their 
Lawful Monarchs, they were always ſuperiour 
to their Enemies, till ſuch time, as, by their re- 
peated Sins, they had provoked God to caſt them 
off: Here we ee the ſeveral Tribes fighting with 
different Fortune, ſome Conquering and others Con- 
uered. For, after that the Lord had given reſt unts' 
Iſrael from all their Enemies (a), &c. They (through 
a Fatal Oblivion!) ſuffering themſelves to be 
drawn in, firſt to Tolerate, and then to Unite and 
Incorporate themſelves with the People of the Nations; 
the Lord left thoſe that remained ro be Snares aud 
x Traps unto them, and Scourges in their Sides, and Thorns 
in their Eyes, until they periſhed from off the Land (b) i 
&c. That through them he might prove Iſrael, whe- 
ther 22 would keep the way of the Lord, to walk therein 
Aus we read, That no ſooner were Joſhua and 
the Elders Dead, who had ſeen all the great Works 
of the Lord in former Days, but the next Genera- 
tion forſook the Lord God of their Fathers, and joined 
themſelves to the Heathens and their Jdols (d): 
' Whereby having, as it were, put themſelves out 
of the Lord's Protection, he delivered them into 
the Hands of Spoilers, that ſpoiled them, and expo- 
ſed them to the Mercy of Foreign Tyrants ! Civil | 
Mars! and all the other Miſchiefs and Diſorders 
conſequent upon Jrreligion and Anarchy (e)! And 
yet they were not quite deſtitute of Government 
(as before is obſerved): For Zealous' Phinebas ftood 
before the Ark, as High-Prieſt, in choſe Days; and 
there were the Elders of the Cungregation, to govern 
or” i | ; them 
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tbe Regal Succeſſion, &c. 39 

them in the Common Wealth (a). Notwithſtanding 
which, they are ſaid, to have found themſelves 
e in a State of Nature (or Confuſion) where Will and 
cc power are the only Meaſure of their Actions: 
© (and alli this] becauſe they had no Ring, no Su- 
< preme "Magiſtrate in Iſrael” (H ʒ. they wanted 
a Ponarch M11), (the Breath of their MNoſtrils (c) 
(4) by whoſe Nod or Beck, as by a kind of Soul and Mind, 
they might be governed! For, ſo it is, that, after the 
Repetition of their Sins and Sufferings, we ate 


_ uſually told (as a Reaſon thereof) that, in thoſe 


Days there was nos King in Iſrael, but ' every Man 
did that which was Right in his mn yes (e)! And 
yet even this State of Anarchy, there is a Perſon, of 

Aſſurance enough, to call © — the Felicity of 


c thoſe Times () : though an :»ſpired Prophet 


of the Lord, ſpeaks of it as an heavy Judgment; 
ſaying, in the Perſon of the 1ſraelites, — We have 
no King becauſe we feared not the Lord (g)). 

Nevertheleſs, amidſt all their Oppreſſions, no 


ſooner did they become ſenſible of their Apoſtacy, 


and turn unto. the Lord, but he raiſed up Judges, 
which delivered them out of the Hand of thoſe that 


= ſpoiled them (h).. 


Thus Orhniel was raiſed up, by the Lord, to de- 
liver them, out of the Hand of a Fozeign Ty- 
rant (i), who had been permitted to enſlave them 
eight Fears. "tr9f V 

After his Death, being again without a Gover- 


nour, their Relapſe into Sin, provoked the Lord, to 
ſuffer another Fozeign Tyrant, to enſlave them 


eighteen 
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(a) Fudg. xx, 28 — xx. 16. (6) B. Lichf. Serm. 30. 3 | 
P. 7. (e) Lament. iv. 20. (a) Luc. Hor. Lib. 4. cap. 3. (e. 
Fudg. xvii. 6, . 1, ui. 1. — xx. 25. (F] Brodb. Serm. 


Nov. 5. 1711.5. 30. (g) Hoſ. x. 3. (Y) Fudg 1. 16. (i) iii. 8B. 
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eig en Vears fl But, upon their Repentance, the 
Label raiſed up Ehud, td kilPd the Tyrant in cold 
Blood (a). Which Att: (however Extraordinary it 
may ſeem) is juſtified by all Writers < 
cauſe Ehud had that E 
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*<'not to be n 
When Ehud died, the Peopl 
| rel the Lord to leave them under the ien 
of another Foꝛeigner Twenty Years: till, 
their Repentance, he was 
Oppreſſer into the Hand of a Voman, who ſmote 
him to Death (4), where he thought to have ſlept 
in Security. And for this Act ſhe is pronounced 
Bleſſed above "Women (e), tho' tis: plain, T 
0 Expreſs Commiſſion tor it, nor any Quarrel againſt Wl 
- him, o his Matter Jabin, 'but that' of his being a 
Ty rant without Title; 5 for” there was Peare bermetn i 
him, and the Houſe of her Husband (F). 
| Then Iſrael returned to their Sins, and were there- 
fore given up to other Foztigners, who 7 Framiz'd 
over them e Years: Till Gideon was raiſed» up 
by the Lord, to deliver them, upon their Repentance. 
And yet, cho they cried unto the Lord, againſt 


Not only, Be- 
xpreſs. Appoiut ment and Commi. 
: fron from the Lord, to oliver his People, but be- 
cauſe Eglon was a Foreigner and Alien, an had 

no Right to the Dominion over them, except (What 
is often miſinterpreted or miſtaken for Pꝛovidenct) 
the bare Permiſſion: God; ſuch as even the Devil 

imſelf has often had! For the Dei! had full a8 
good a Commiſſion for his Power over Holy Job, and 
others (b)! — And “ this is, xertain, that the 
Higher Powers which are ordained of 
F as ſuch to be obeyed; are only, the Lamſal Bon 
pphed to Uſurpers (r. 5 
e by freſh Sins: pto- Z 


God and 


th 


pleaſed: to nes the 


ſhe had 
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their 


—— —„—- ah Are 


— 


(2) i W 72 12. 9 0650 Job. 1 pe OS 6. 
8! Nov. 1219. P. 10. 


(4) Judg. iu. 21. 
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their Opens, they were ſa: far from being ready 
(as they ought )\ £0, Aſſiſt towards their own. Deliverance, 
that they would have put Grdter to Death, herauſe 
he had caft- down the Altaref Baal, and cut down the 
Grove that was by it ( 4) 3 and; ſo Fupid they were 
allo afterwards.in the Caſe of Sampſan; as ſhall bs 
ſhewn in its proper Place. However after Sion 
| had deliveręed them from their Enemies, and put 
ſeveral of thoſe. froreign: Tyrants to Deaths. the 
Iſraclites offered to him and hif Heirs the Saver 
over them; faying, Rules then over us, both Thou, and 
| thy Song and thy Son's Son alto: () — But 
he utterly; refuſed to accept thereof: Nat (as Mr. 
Whiſtoa ſuppoſes) ( 28 being inconſiſtent with 
te the preſent I bencracy C0 35 he was -Rnſfiblez 
that Ringly Government had been promiſed the 
Iſraelites, as de of their greateſt Bletlings, (d) and pro 
vided for them by God himſelf, againſt ſuch time 
as they ſhould be ſettled in the Promiſed Land (e); 
but becauſe he had na Warrant for it in tha La, 
nor any particular Revelation from the Lori „ with⸗ 
out one of which he knew; the People 9 Election oz 
Conſent could give him 0 Right or Title. He might, 
tis true, have pleaded Pꝛovidente, and the Peo+ 
ple's Submiſſion; (as others have done ſince) # But 
he was too goad a Man, ſ to belie Gad Mꝛouibenct; 
being ſenſible, that ſuch - Foundations alone, are 
too Sandy to build a Hamful. Government upon; 
without either a Legal Title, or elſe an Expreſs: and 
Notorious Revelation from Hauen in his fayour ; 
according to Ar. N own Confeſſion above 
taken Natice of (f). fob 
Nevertheleſs, after il Heath, ee (his 
Baſtard Son) taking Occaſion, from that Offer 1 
h G6 t E 
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wo Judg. vi. 30. (8) Jug. wit. 32. (e) Serip. Palit! p. 
| (a) Gen. xvii, 6 6, 16. lr. 10. N xi, 14. 
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ſelf to be Thozoughly-lettled; and thereby to have 


* nances ald Preſcript of the Law, and hating all 


2 5 ; 4 575 that the mot n- may 


42 The hort HISTO RVof 
the People to his Father, by means of diverſe popu- 
lar Argumbnts drawn from that Stalt Prerenct of 
the Publick Good, Ulurped the Government as King 
(a) And having got the Publick Money, he there- 
with hired vain and light Perſons (or as they are 
called in the Margin of the Old ' Tranſlation, 

Idle Fellows and Uagabonvs) which fulowed him (b); 

by the help of which Mercenary Mretehes; (the moſt 
proper Subjects indeed for ſuch a Mock-Prince !) he 
ſtr cle himſelf, ſo as to be able to ſuppreſs an 
Inſurrection made againſt him (c). And having put to 
Death all the other Pꝛetenbets (whoſe p2t02 Rights, 
by Birth, he was jealous of) except one who had hap- 
pily eſcaped (d) the Uſurper vainly fancied him- 


acquired a Right to the Crown, ruling all things 
* according to his Luſt, and (as i is uſual with ſuch 
& as come unjuſtly by the Power). neglecting the Ordi- 


<: thoſe. hat i in any ſort were Maintainers of E- 
* quity (e). But: when all Humam Means ſeemed 
to fail, the Lord had Iuſtruments, unthought of, 
to execute his Divine Vengeance againſt him, and 
His Followers; ſending an Evil Spirit ( f) (that 1s, 
the Spirit. of 'Difcow) between him, and tho 1 
WhO had aſſiſted him in his Uſurpation;” and, at 
laſt, beating out His Brains, by the Hands of a weak 
Woman,” after he had afted: the King three Years. ( 80 1 
e Thus (as one of our Cumment ators obſerves) we 
< ſee, that the Union among Wicked Hen, founded 
Ein Siu; continueth not, but ſoon breaketh out; 
55 through God's juſt judgment, into moſt deadly 


l 54 = Prevail 


th * r * „ 
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( 7 " *. 2. 3 n > (a) 
3 22 8 — Joſeph. Lib. vv. Ca 9. (f) 2 22 
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the Regal Sucteſſion; &c. 43 
« prevail in their Wars for a time, as did Abi 
« ,zelech, for the Puniſhment. of other Wicked; 
< themſelves. receiving their juſt Reward e er long, 
cc as he alſo did (a).. oo utes 

But Mr. Whoſton, after his Manner, would inſi - 
nuate, from Abimelech's courting the People to 


* 


| © the then Solemn known way of obtaining Secu- 


&© lar Dominion in the World ?? (b) : But he does not 
obſerve, that, in the very Offer, which. the ſame 
People had newly before made to Gideon, they 


| expreſly acknowledge the Natural Right of Pere⸗ 


ditary Succeſſion, ſaying, Rule thou over ws, both 
tbou, and thy Son, and thy Son's Son; where they 
plainly intimate, that if the Father were once 
their King, the Sons, and other Deſcendants, would 
expect to ſucceed of Courſe, without any other 
Title, than that of their Birth. For it was the Faber 
only, to whom they were per ſonally obliged, for their 


Deliverance from the Hand of Midian. Neither is it 


ſtrange, that he, who had no other Means of gratifying 


his unjuſt Ambition, than by cajoling the mutinous 


Populace, ſhould encourage them to believe and af- 
ſert more Power than they truly had, when he 
knew, that whatever extraordinary Uſe they 
mule make thereof, it would the better anſwer 

is own End; as if he had ſaid to them, 7, and m 


Followers will inveſt you, in your Sanhedrim, with the 


(pretended) Power to mate a King, that I my ſelf may be 
the Man! However, were it as he ſuppoſes, 1 
wonder what Uſe our Author could make of it, 
or how he can be conſiſtent with himſelf, when, 
at the ſame time, he tells us, that yet, the Ex- 
* cerciſe of this Power by the People, when done 
upon Fooliſh Motives, contrary to other Dbliga- 
* tions, and accompanied with Blood and Vio- 
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(%) Dr. Mayer, (b) geript. Polit. p. 32. 


44 be ſtort HISTO RTof 
c lence, may be highly Cyiminal before God, and 
<- bring down ſevere Judements from him (4)! 

Rut hall not inſiſt: upon his Inconſiſtencies; tis 
enough for me that our Popular Advorates can have 
little Reaſon to Triumph in this Caſe : Since, 
whatever. Power the People preſumed to take to 
them{elves, in order to the ſetting up of Abime- 
lech, tis plain, it “ turned both to his Ruin and 
< their Deſtructionꝰ; and (1 have the Authority 
of Cravoration' to ſay) that “ if any Man ſhall 
«© affirg that the Fact of the Sichemites may 
mw fully be imitated by any Chriſtian People, &c. 
& ne doth: greatly Ey (. E en : 4 „ by 
Herel cannot omit the Parable of Jotham, whereby 
he endeavoured to open the Eyes of the Deluded 
People, and to alienate their Affeckions from the 
DVſur per; letting them know, © That thoſe who 
were Virtuous, and whom Reaſon and Religion 
< -hid taught the ſafe and happy Eſtate of Mo- 
< derare Sujcction, hall tefuted to receive as Unlaw⸗ 
„füt; What others had no Power to give, without 
i Direttion from the King of Kings; who from the 
Beginning (as to his own” Peculiar People) had up- 
% pointed them, by whom and how to be governed. 
Amis he taught them by the Olive, which con- 
< rented it ſelf with its Fatneſs, the Eg-Tier 
«with its Sweetheſs, afid the Vine with the 
<:1goot Juice it hñad: The Bramble, only who was 
< moſt baſe; cut down all the reſt, and accepted 
be. che Soveralonty. He alſo foretold them, by a 
e PropheticÞ Spirit, what ſhould befall them in the 
End, and how a Fire ſhould come out of the 
< Bramble; and conſũme the Cedar, of Lebanen (c). 
But theſe” being Truths too plain to be —_ 0 
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„ (a) 1055ft. Jod. (5)- Overal's Convoc. Book. ib. F. Ca. 13. 
n (c) Judg. 7. & c. Sir. Wa. Raleigh · 3 
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the Regal Succefſiony Ke. 4 
ſach Times, no ſooner had Jotham ended his Parable, 
but he ran away, and fled for ſeur of Abimelech (a). 

After ſeveral Viciflitudes of Sing and Delive- 
ranct, and Sinning again, it pleaſed the Lord at 
length to deliver his People into the Hand of the Phi- 
liſtines forty Tears (, But, the Lord having fore- 
told, that Sampſon was to begin to deliver Iſruel out 
of their Hand, and he beginning to act gecordingly, 
tho' it was their Duty, as well as /vtereff, to em- 


| brace all Occaſions, and uſe all Lamful Means, to free 


themſelves from the Foreign: Poke, under which 
they groaned: Yet they baſely reſolved, and choſe 
to bind and betray their Brother, into the Hands 
of his and their Mortal Enemies, the Philiſtines, 
who opprefſed them, rather than contribute to 
their own Deliverance, by embracing tlie * ity 

and Means that God had put intò their Hands! 
And all this too, upon a moſt falſe, às well as fla- 
viſh Principle. XKnoweſt thou not (ſay they) that the 
Philiftines are Rulers over us What is this that thou 
haſt done unto us (ec)? As if the bare Poſſeſſion of the 
Power, could have given the Philiſtines a Right to 
the Dominion over them! Whereas, they could not 
but know, that, by their Law, no Foztign-Power 


could have any Right thereto: And therefore tha 


the bare Poſſeſſion of ſuch Power, without a parti- 
cular Revelation from God, Elearly proved, in its fa- 
vour, could be nothing but a down-right Uſttrpas 
tion; and conſequently was of no manner of Obli- 
gation upon their Conſeiences, but to be remov'd, 
as ſoon as they [poſſibly could do it. Tis true, 
ſome may ſay, that the Succeſs which the Phili- 
ſtines had had againſt Iſrael was “ an Evidence of 


* God's giving them a Right of Dominion, and an 
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46 Theſbomt HISTORT of 
c Earneſt of God's good Will to them! That God's! 
«< Mand, and viſible Marks of his Pzovidence were 
dc in it ! That it was the Low's Doing! C. For 
thus, when our Vrael was under the Dominion of 
Modern⸗Philiſtines, and our Rightful and Lawful 
Ling driven by Unnatural Rehels and Kegicides to 
ſeek his Bread in Exile, and even there too hunted lile 
4 Partridge in the Mountains (a); when Our Inheri⸗ 
tance was turn d to Strangers, our Houſes to Aliens! 
our Necks were under Perſecution !---- Servants u- 
led over us, and there was none (in Humane View) to 
deliver us out of their Hands! (b) &c. Then, I ſay, did 
thoſe Falſe Pzophets, moſt audaciouily blaſpheme 
the Lord of Hoſts; ſtiling their Succeſſes againſt his 
Anointed. ----- © the Glorious Accompliſhment of 
< their Prayers ! --- God's Sentence after ſelemm Ap- 
ce peals ! ----- the Salvation of God ! ---- the Delive- 
< rance of our Laws, and Liverties, and Birth⸗ 
<« rights !.---- (and, in ſhort) the greatet Demon» 
ce ſtration of Grace, that ever Heaven made, to any 
ce of the Sons or Daughters of Men, next #o the 
© Redemption of loſt Man through Chriſt *. (c). 
To ſuch an high Degree of Blaſphemy do Men gra- 
dually ariſe, when once they proftitute their Pens 
for Gain, and let out their Tongues for Hire (d)! 
Then, with a moſt- wicked Deſign, to make Rehet- 
lion ſeem meritorious, were good Names put up- 
on the moſt damnable Actions: As Reſiſtance of 
Lamful Authority, was the diſtinguiſhing Note of 
Election, whilſt Obedience for Conſcience ſake, was Aa 
certain Mark of Reprobation to be Peaceable and 
Loyal was an wpardonable Crime, whilſt to be Sedi- 
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(a) 1. Sam. xxl. 20. (b) Lament. v 2. — 
8. (c) See Speed's Sermon in the College of Briſtol, 24 OSober 
1651. # the Publick Thankſgiving for the Defear af the King 

t Worceſter Fight. (2) Mica. ii. 11. 3 


tions and Rebellious was a Cardinal Virtue ! To ebe 
againſt the King was fighting the Lord's Battles ! Alur- 
dering Biſhops was the Deſtruction of AntichriSt pul- 
ling down Churches was Reformation from Popery ! Plan- 
d"ring the Royaliſts was ſpoiling the Egyptians! ems 


ſcring Mens Eſtates, was doing themſelves Juſtice, 


(they being the Saints, and the Earth was theirs, 
with the Fulneſs thereof!) and binding their King in 
Chains, and their Nobles in Links of Iron, was helping 
the Lord againſt the Mighty, &c. Doctrines thete 


very ſuitable to ſuch Teachers; which therefore 


1 ſhould not have taken this Notice of here, had 
we not ſeen the ſame adopted and propagated, by 
ſome who would be thought Golden Candle-ſticks in 
the Church of Chriſt ! 1 455 

This Remark is however the more proper in 


this place, to ſhew the Fallacy of judging of any 
Cauſe from its Succeſs : Since, in this very Book of 


Judges, we find a remarkable Inſtance to the pur- 
pole, in the two Defeats which the Children of 
Benjamin gave the reft of the Tribes of [/rael ; 
where we find, that the Juſt Canſe ſuffered the 
Loſs of Forty Thouſand Iſraelites, and that it was 
not attended with ' Succeſs till the Third Attack. 
And indeed, the whole Book of Judges is nothing 


elſe but a Series of Hiſtories to this purpoſe, to 


ſhew us, that Conqueſt, and Poſſeſſion, and Snccels, 
alone, never gave any of the Foreign Princes a Right 
to the Dominion over Iſrael - But that ſtill, in due 
time, God himſelf provided Deliverers, to deſtroy the 
Uſurpers, whom he had permitted for a while, to 
Tyrannize over his People, fqr their Sins, and to 
reſtore them to their juſt Rights upon their Repen- 
tance. And is not here a plain Diſtinction, be- 
tween the Pzovidence of God and his * 

| _ 
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48 The ſhort HISTORT of 


that whereas, in Judgment, he permitted their 
Neighbours to ſpoil them, in his Mercy he provi- 
ded Deliverers, to reſcue them out of their Hands? 
In a Word, © before we can make any Comments 
cc on ſo doubtful. a Text, we muſt firſt be ſure, 
© that the Ground-work is well laid, and that 
« both the Cauſe it ſelf, and the Means uſed to 
& advance it, are good 2 Nö oa ol ih 
ITis true, among theſe Junger, there was ny 
ſuch thing as any Fffreditary Beſceut Or. Succeſſion, 
by Birthright : Nor was it nereſſary, ſince Gd, 
who was himſelf their King, raiſed up whom he 
thought fit, as Vice- Rays, Magiſtrates, and Officers 
under him, upon extraordinary Occaſions; let: 
ting them, between whiles, feel the Miſeries of an 
Inter-regnum, which never happens in Hereditary 
Governments. And it is further remarkable, that as 
God always puniſhed their Sins hy Foreign Iuſtru- 
ments, 1o, 8 he was pleaſed to deliver 
them, it was {till by the Rleans af ſome Oe df 
their own Conntrymen, unexpectlx raiſed ups 
And, as ; he pervitted fix ſeveral! Tyravts to op- 
preſs them, ſo [ro ſhew hou mucft he delights i 
Mercy) more than Judgment) he provided tmice 
mam Judges, in their Diſtreſs, to deliver them. 

Hitherto the Gevermmont of Iſrael had been (a 
Theacracy : That is, God himſelf was their ug 
after a peculiar manner, and ruled them by Vice- 
roys of his oun more immediate Nomination, and ac- 
cording to Laws af. his on making; the laſt, Ap- 
peal or Dernier Reſort being always in Extraotrdi- 
nary Caſes, to himſelf. But now the People defi- 
ring a Ring by Succeſſion, rather than Deputat ion, We 
hall find them governed after another manner 
Namely, by a Race of Hereditary Monarchs, tucceed- 
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(a) Burn, Serm. 23. Dec. 1688. p. 13. an 


ile Rexal Sacro im, Sc. 


ing one another; according to the Wurd £3 by 
Piimogeniture; except in two or three of che 
Inſtances, before the Government was thoroughly ſer⸗ 
ted; às I ſhall hey in due Order. 
Alter the Death of Eli, Samuel judged. Irabt af 
the Days of his Life: but, when he was 45 he thdde bis 
Sins Judges; WhO mal ell not in 4. Ways, but turned 
aſide 65 Bic, and took Bribes, ge Judg- 
ment (a) Under pretence' of Wiiiek riebances and 
Pal⸗ -adminifkration (for © when Mens Diſcontents 
grow ripe; there ſeldom wants a planfible Oc- 
© caſion'tb vent them (H the People, who are. tog 
naturally ptonè to 8 and Changes. Tof.G0- 
vernment, grew weary of Tape 15 þ Anden for th 
Completion' of Gods 5 4 1240 
judge them kit al the Ys 8 25 
Words, we may Keie lat ji 00 | 
the Nations Do i 4 0 by 5 whereas 
Common-Wealths . never — rd" of, ei- 
ther in the Laws of God or Nair, 175 began d by 
Rebellion and/Ufurpation's-ye4, and fircher 
that when the People asked a King as othet Nations 
had, they “ meant thereby princ ipally (as Fre 
« Cmvdtdtin ſup pos d) that ſuch their dene add by 
e by Succeſſion govern them, ſo as one wane dead 
« they might ſil} have another” (4). 
For that thoſe Kings of the Nations Were ot 
ditary too, not Elective, we may reaſonably con- 
clude, firice we find, that the TTFazlire} wele not 
then grown preſumptuous enough, to undertake 
ſuch a Revolution on their own Heads, and to pr r0- 
ceed to an” Election of a King by their own. Authort- 


ty (in which, N they would bar been as 
"oy" forward 
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Practice, as in the having of one) tho? All the Elders 


with their Deſire to alter his Government, but he 
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50 The ſhort HIST OR Tof 


forward to.imitate the Nations, if it had been their 


of Iſrael had gather d themſelves together in Conven- 
tion (a). But they, dreaming of no ſuch Power, 
much leſs; attempting to »ſurp it, applied them- 
ſelves to Samuel, that by his. Authority, or Inte- 
reſt (whom they knew eto be a Prophet of the 
Lord, as well as their Judge) they might have a 
King ſet over them; ſaying to him, Nom make us 4 
King to judge us, &c. Vet neither would he take 
upon himſelf to do it, but was diſpleas d, and prayed 
unto the Lord for his Direction (b). Here it ſeems 
moſt proper to obviate that common Objection 
which is made by certain Republicans, againſt Kingly 
Government. Samuel himſelf alone was not diſpleat d 


tells em alſo, that their Wickedneſs was great in 
the Sight of the Lord, in asking a King; and the 
People themſelves acknowledge, that they had added 
unto all their Sins this Evil, to ask them a King (c). 
But our beſt Interpreters agree, That their Sin was 
not in their deſiring to have a King (for that! 
have ſhewn to have been agreeable to the Revealed 
Will of God) but in their doing it of a prepoſterous 
Deſire, only that they might be like all the Nations, 
and rejecting (as much as in them lay) the Lord (d), 
by their Diſaffection to that Form of Government 
which himſelf had appointed them, their being 
weary of his Immediate Election and Appointment 
of their Governour, and longing for a Revolution, 
without any Warrant or Direction for it from him 
at that particular Time, and without waiting for 
the Deceaſe of Samuel, whom God himſelf had 
rais'd up to rule over them; and therefore on 
EE look' 
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the Regal Suceefſon, &c. 51 


look'd on it, as airejetting of him more «than Sa- 
muel, ſince he had appointed. him. However, the 

Lord commanded: him to hrarken- unto them 77 all 
that they ſaid, hut withal:toſbew them the Numer (or 

Right) of Kings (4); that they might not aftex- . 
wards have any: Pretence to complain of their fre- 
rogatives. and Abſolute Power. Where likewiſe we 
may obſerve, how Abſolute all the Kings of the Ne- 
tions were; among whom there were 2 Laws, lat 
the King's Will and Pleaſure; Populus mull; legibus 5 

ͤtenebatur, Arbitria Regum pro legibus erant. (0 

And what this Manner or Right of Nings was, we 
have expreſſed by Sammel, thus, He will take 
“your Sons, find appoint. them for himſelf; for his 
© Chariots, and to be his Horſemen, and ſome ſhall 
ce run before his Chariots; and he will appoint 
< him Geptuins over Thouſands,” and Captains over 
© Fifties, and will ſet them to ear his Ground, and 
to reap his Harveſt; and to make his Inſtruments 
& of War, and Iiftruments.of his * And 

© he will take your Daughters to be -ConfelFonaries, 

* andi\\th — y er : And he will 


© take your Fields, and your Vineyards; and your 


© Oliveyards; even the beſt» of them, and give 


them to His Servants: And he will take the 
© Tenth of ydur Seed, and of your Vineyards, and 
“ give to his- Officers, and to his Servants: And 
© he will take your Men- Servants, and your Maid- 
© Servants, ;.and+ your goodlieſt young Men, and 


© your Aſſes, and put them to his Wert: He will 
< take the Fenth of your Sheep; and ye ſhall be 


©« bis Servants 1 (c), where l miſt obſerve, by the 


way, that the Word Servants is to be underſtood, 


Cc- ; , ; 0 2 K . * * . N 
ce not as Servants fignifies Slaus and Vaſſals, but 
” H 2 ; Subjedts, 
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52- The fort HISTORT of 


ger 8 ( Gy) ac Be Mftse, needs no ochef 


 Fount ot che Right of Kings, ay ing, - Te ſhall cry out 


5 Spbjefts, who owe all Duty and Service to their 
„Frimce as far as he needs them (4). Now, that 
this was not (as a Celebrated Preacher already quoted 


cqntends) ée fuch. a very fad and lamentable Ac- 


* count of the Afiferies and Unhappineſſes peculiar- 
we. belonging to this Form of Government, and 
„ conſequent upon the Eftabliſhment of it, as muſt! 
4 be K Demonſtration to all, who have not the 
e ee nnerchy Nations of Almighty Gad, that: 
42 1 could have no Original Deſign of appointing 
4 fich a Form of Government, as the beſt, or as bis 
& 1050 Inſtitutien, ſacredly and 'inviolably to be 
2 ert up in any Nation, much leſs in all the 

Nations of the World A (b). That this was 


EPR than, what is already herein before made 
ar the Nivine ' Inftitytion, of this very Farm of Go- 
werument : And that too as the beſt for all the Nati- 
ens. of. the, World, originally deſned, and promiſed 
by Cod. to his own Chaſer: :Pedple, the Jſraclite;, 
even before they had any Being, as 2:Nation ; an- 
no ot er Farm of Goverument ever ohce 
promiſed, or provided for them. And how facredly an, 
invio rad to be kept: ap; if not fufficiently proved 
oy” &b | 


nuzial 
Already, will plainly appear, upon -Perufal of the 
Words wherewith the [Prophet concludes this AC 


i that Day, becauſe of your King, which ye | ſhall bak 
Fhoſen you,” and the, Lord! wil not bear [you 3 Da) 

©). So that, whather-cheſe be indeed “ ſome d 
3 the many ſore Calamities which are too probaà- 
2;\ de Conſequencęs upon the Eſtabliſhment of Al- 
15 ſolute ' Monarchy in any Nation, and which ma 
E be all ſummed up in that one Comprehengy 

t "Rn 


„ 


K. 


 () Sherk, of BF N. 24. (4 8. I U; _ ot Hort, ö 4 
27. 1707. As Nn, MW. 15 ( Hoall wh Sapr. 55 


hs Regal Succeſſion, &c. 52 
« Word Slavery” (Ad), (as the Preacher taft quoted 
afſects to call them: Or whether * all theſe were 
« not intolerable, but ſuch as have been born, and are 
« ſo ſtill, by free Conſent Of the Subjects towards 
« their Princes, and what Subjects ought with P- 
ce zience to bear at their Sovereign's Hand (@), 
as Sir Walter Raleigh obleryes from other Authors, 
upon further "Examination ; Whether Samuel. here 
deſcribes a King or a Tyrant, it is all. one in this 
Point, for *tis plain the People! had nothing tq do, 
but to Dbey their King; and in Caſe of his Tyray-. 
nizing over them (ſince he was their Undoubted 
awful King) they were to have no Remedy, but 
(uch as the Primitive Chriſtians had in thoſe Caſes) 
Pager and Tears: Ye fall err opt in char Ng (ſays: 
Samuel), and the Lord will not hear jou; that is, 
you muſt not expett © that God will alter the Ge- 
ic ernment for you again, how much ſoever you 
e may complain of it (b). And it ſeems. very 
reaſonable to believe, That God Almighty did nom 
lay before the People that long Liſt of the Regal 
| Prerogatives, in order to deter them from deſixing 
the Government of Abſolute Manarchs as the Kings 
of all Nations were (c) (as the Celebrated Preacher 
newly quoted inſinuates, without meaning it as a 
Reflection upon Kingly Gruerument to be ſure !); 
But rather, to ſhew us, that when we in our 
Worldly Wiſdom, and under pretence of Publick Good, 
take upon us to murmur at, and caſt off ſuc] 
Government and Gewernours as the Ran had appoints 
us, inſtead of better ing our {elves by fuch Repos 
latious, we may reaſonably expect Cotants rants to-rule 
us with Rods of Iron; as has been frequently 
verified in moſt Nations of the World ! 
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r Wa. Ral. Fil. 393. (6) Caſe H Raft. l. 43. ( 
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54 The ſhort HISTORTof 

Neverthelefs, the Iſraelites {il} perſiſting in their 
Suit, Samuel proceeded to the providing a King” 
for them : but (to take away all Colour of the 
People's having any Hand in it) he firſt difſolxed 
their anauthorixed Convention (a). 

© Now the Lord had told Samuel in * Ear 4 Dy 
| before Saul came ---- that he would ſend him a Mar, 

to be Captain over his People (b): And when he did 
come, Samzet was fo far from making him King 
even by his own Authority, (that tho he was both 
4 Prophet and a Judge of Iſrael) he did not fo much as 
Know him, any otherwife than by Faith, till the 
Zord ſaid ---- Behold the Pan whom 1 ſpike 1 to thee of 
this ſame chall Reign ever my People (c). Accord- 
mgly Samuel took Sau apart from all the People: 
And when they were alone, anointed him in the- 
Name of the Lord (). And when he again called 
#he People together anto the Lord (e) he did it not 
for their Conſent or Approbatior, but only by the ſolemn 
Caſting of the Lor (as is commonly ſuppoſed, though 
that does not appear in the Text) or by ſome other 
Mears of revealing or « declaring the Divine Defig- 
nat ien, to let chem ſee him whom | the Lozd had 
Chofen D. 

Here it is ey eerkabte; an obphe for ever 
to Silence all the Clamour of our-Fanaticks and Re: 
ſablicuns on this Head, That in all this Tranſatti- 
on, e do not kind the leaſt Evidence in any of 
theſe Conventions, or General Alemblies, of the 
People's Oꝛdering or Reſolving, or in any Manner 


25 or affiſting in this Affair; further than this, 
That after the Lord (who has the whole difpoſine 
thereof 72 Ad caſed; his L or other Mark of 
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as 


the Regal Succeſſiun, c. 85 
Deſignation) to fall upon the ſame Perſon, whom 
he had before Anointed, and had directed the Beo- 


ple to find him where he had hid himſelf, Al rhe 


People ſhouted, and Said, God ſave the King (a)! A 
Doubt leſs they would have done; whoſoever had been 
the Perſon, ſince the having A Ring was what 
they only wanted and longed: fer. Nay, and 
the very Words of the Text, they (that is the People) 
inquired of the Lord further (, or, as ir is in the 
Septuagint, inquired further of the Lord) ſeem ſtrong- 
ly to imply ſome more direct and immediate Ap- 


plication to the Lord in the whole Tranſaction: 


At leaſt, I'm. ſure it plainly proves, that nothing 
was done therein without his expreſs Direction. 
Beſides, that Sul was not ſo Popular a Man, as 
to have the Common Suffrage, and to be Eleded 
by the Voice of the People, appears in this, that th 
Children of Belial (who, by the way, are oftentimes 
the Majority) mocked and deſpiſed him, inſtead of 
promoting his Election. Neither was the renewing 
the Kingdom afterwards in Gilgal (c), any more 
than the People's being ſummoned again by Samuel, 
to pay their Duty of Homage and Allegiance to Saul, 
who was already their King by Right Divine. 


And yet, for all this, cettain Perſons: are fill 
pleaſed to inſiſt, or inſinuate from this very Caſe 


(tho? nothing can be more cleat to the contrary) 


that © God ſubmitted Saul to their (the People's) R- 
4 lection, in giving them the Liberty to chuſe the 
* Tribeand Perſon by Lot (d)] that the People have 

an ntereſt in agreeing to the Form of their Government, 


* or Electing the Perſon that is to Reign over them! 


That Kings ought not to be ſer ap over. any Peqple, 


* but by their own Conſent, and at their own Deſire, 


and upon ſuch Foundations, as they themſelves, 


: Solemnly 


n 


— . — 
* . — — - ww _—_—  — „„ — — ”-- 4.95 2 


(a) 1 Sam. & 24. (6) e 27. (c) t. 
44. (a) Blackewa)'s Serm. Novenb. 1715. 5919 e &) 
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4 Solemnly agree to! That when a King is ſt 
& over any People, there is not any Obligation of their 
continuing under ſuch a Form, any longer than 
the Lifetime of that Xing, to whom they 
ct voluntarily Subjected themſelves ” (a)! &c 
Nay, and One there is, who (notwithſtanding his 


great Pretences of L at preſent) has — 
c 27 


ſurance to affirm, that Saul had no more 
« Heaven's Connivance ” (b)! Strange Doctrines 


_ theſe! when (not to infiſt upon its being cen- 


ſuted by a Convocation, as a great Error (c), the 


Holy Ghoſt himſelf has inſpired the Scripture Hifojlin 
nent 


expreſly to aſſure us, that the Form of Govern 
was originally appointed them by the Lord, without 


the People's Cunſent, Agreement or Deſire, nay, and 


even before they were a People; that this very 
Ning was ſet ap over them by God himgſelf, without 
their having the leaft Knowledge of him, or where 
to find him; that by the Proulſional Precept above: 
mentioned, the Peoples Obligation of Obedience, 
is not to determine with the Life of their Xi, 
but to continue to his Children after him; and 
that (as to Saul) Samuet knew no more of him than 


the reft of the People did, but aſſures us him- 


ſelf, that rhe Lord had choſen and ſet him King over 
them; As hath been here before particularly pra. 
ved. Nay, Ms. Mhiſton has himſelf unwarily an- 
Awered'this Objection, where he quotes Scripture 


to prove; that during all the Life of Samuel, Saul 
c | 


ever thought his Authority ſufficiently ſafe 
< and ſacred, but when it was owned and ſuppot- 
ted by Samuel (d) (the Prophet of the Lord) - A 
plain Evidence to me, that he knew his True an 


Authority de pended entirely _= God alone, atid 
not upon the People ; nothing 


ing more natural 
(as 


„e + Oe 


— — — 122 * 


— 


(=) Whift. $chip: Polit: 5. 265 5. (6) Bradl. 5. Nov. 17 7. 5. 14 
Oyeral's Cone Book L x; Cg. (4) Seripr, Polit. p. 27+ 


. 


; 42 
a 


Ard indeed (ſays one of our Eninent Hiſtofiens),. 


© even 


" (a) San x//25, (i) Dent. Suit, 1a. © (2) Raleigh fol." 


. Regal Stceofſim, 6. 57 
(as Experience tells us) thah" for "Princes to de- 
Ane n . N 4 ; Ker, +8), WAI - #43 Wh F\ IN 
pend upon thole' for their Safety and Serrlemet % from 
whom they received the Sppereſgu Power. 


And, as the Lord had given them à Ning, ſo he 


alſo gave them Lams (4), Whereby they were to 
be governed b nc 


ned by him, not tö Eimit the King's Fre. 
garive, or debaſe the” Sovereign Pbwer, ſo as to tikke 
him accountable to, and depoſable by, the Perle? Por 
he was veſted_with that © Abſolute Power; which 

the "Judges had àlſo enjoyed before him, chat who-" 
loever thould diſobey him; and not bearkerato" 
his Sentence or Judgment, ſhould'be put to Death (b); 


which being ſo agreeable to that of Samuel, where 


he declares the Night of the Kings, and the Duty” of 
Subjects, às is before recited, ſainly Teaches the 
Duty and Nexeſſity of Unconditional Dbedichte (either 
Actrve or Paſſwve) to Lawful Ptinces, and the Vr 
rantableneſs gh Reſiſting their Perfons or HAuthiriry. 


wag | 1 do ſhew the greatneſs of Authority, 
e beſt Kings of Judah and Iſrael were not 
« ſo tied by avy Laws, but that they did mh. 
* ever they 2 in the gyeateſt things, and com- 
% manded ſome of their own Princes, and of their * / 
© own Brethren, to be {lain, without any Tryal of Law,” 
© being ſometime by Prophets reprehended, ſometime 
© not (c); but (as I mayadd from another Authority) 
never by the Sanhedrim, or States of the Realm (4). Al 
which I would recommend to tlie Serious Conſiderati- 
on of Ar. Whiſften, who ſeems to infinuate a Sort of 4 
Contract between Saul and the People (e). Aſtrange Sort 
ofa Contract this! wherein the King was ahſolutel) at 
his Liberty todo what he pleaſed, and the People had | 
no Redreſs for their greateſt Grievances, buttoCryunto* = | 
the Lord (the only Ruler of Pꝛiuces!) by whom he = 
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was ſet over them, and to whom alone he) was Ac. 
count able for his Adminiſtration ! tho? by this way, 
of arguing, that Scrigture Politician may rhaps prove. 
the People guilty of breaking the. inal. Contrag, 
whenever they rebel againſt or reſiſt, their Lamfal 
Prince, or. uſe any. other Arms againſt him than Pray» 
ers and Tears, and Cryin * the Lord; which I'm Per. | 
ſwaded is not bis Aim [ 

But to proceed. Saul, not being the promiſed 
King of the Houſe of Judab, the Lord, (not the 
People). rejected him (a); tho not for {Tyranny o- 
ver his Subjects, but for too much Clemency to his 
Enemies ( by. And thereupon the Lord ſent Samuel 
to the Houſe of Teſſe, and gave him particular In- 
ſtructions to Anoint David there, whom he had 
pꝛovided foz his Ming (c). Not that David was 
hereby inveſted ackualſy with the Kingly Power : 
© But this Anointing was only a Deſignation of 
< him to ſucceed Saul after his Death. So David 

« always underſtood it; looking upon Saul as the 
© Lord's. Anointed, as long as he lived; that is, as 
© the King, of Iſrael (d) . And therefore, even 
after that Deſignation, when Saul, then become a 73 
rant and Perſecutor, was in fall Purſuit of his Life, 
and David had him twice in his Power, yet he 1 65 
ſolutely refuſed to hurt his Sacred Perſon, laying, 
Mus can ſtretch forth his Hand againſt the Lord's A- 
nointed, and be guiltleſs (e)? Nay, his Heart 155 
him, becauſe he had cut off Saul's Skirt (f); and he 
put to death the Amalekite, who had lent his Hand, 
to ſlay Saul (g). 

And yet, notwithftanding all this, many 12 
5. riters.an Preachers, take the Liberty, to inſiſt u 
on the *** aud even the een ' Det Selk⸗ 

etenct, 


= T 8 2 8 26. — V7. e ee 9. 
— (a) Patrick in _ 5 (e) ui. . 
0 xv, © (2) 2 Sam. 4. 15 f 5 0 


the Reval Shceoff on, get al 1 59 


WW Defence, and of dire Refiffatice of p ivate Subjetts 
1 to their Lamful Kings in Cafes of Extremity, Sc. 
ö (as Mr. Whifton has dpſerv d And rebuk'd c of Lm 


& in which this. SIE Bey ce may hot be unlawful: 


i 
WM fo) ee ſays he, Here may be forte Cnſes, 


„However, J can hardly, Teonfeſs, find this Mat- 

8 ter clear enough in Seri Go warrant 1 855 ee 
64 in's Practice upon Ale 

Whiſton. NY indeed, tho? it of nd 

in others, y for thoſe who appe ar” 10 i H, 1 5 

and Os hurch td, to fly 10 Openlx 

in the Face ef her known Balli net, is vety ſut pri- 

Zing g. 5 de bleſſed 5 Cod, Hur Church Hates and 
g condente reren om what Haid ſdever 


” dations enjoyning an entire Obedience to all he 
4 apf of Nan nde of Authority, and an ab al ſeluue 
25 1 to that Supreme Power God hath put in 
Fe ** our Sovereign s Hands. This Doctrine Teh 


ducation in our Churth, Have tu rnd Renegades 
5 « this, they proved 10 "leſs Enenties to. the 
© Church ke? 481. than to the Civil Authority: So 
| *© that their WT: poſt acy leaves no Blame on our 
Church, 5 lte ane more than in a 

epi 2 Reforms ration from the latet Corrup- 
* tions which a t Ages brought in, to the 


pure and primitive DR which our Saviour and 


5 < and eh Ad (6) ”. And ſo our 
| : Honitite (ap proved b fy, rticles of our, eli ion, 


5 er goaly and * wholeſome 'DeBrine, and neceſſary for 
ct, theſe Tine ao do 7 5 my deny the Lawfulneſs as 


puny Ein e EE P well 


_ ** . "EY 2 * 


(9) er pep Polit. bal 7. iv. (4) Buh A, Serm. Decem. 6. 
2674 (c) Artic. rx v: | | EVO 


* 


4 glory in. And if any that had their Baptiſm and 


his Ap oftles tau by bh che firſt Chriſtians retained 


it come, and d hath eſta liſhed the Rights and Au- 
5 * thorkty\ 'of Prin inet, on ſhare and unalterablt Foun- 


LO 


bo, The port H. IS TOR Tof 


well as Neceſſity of either. . Reſiſt ance or: ſelf Defence 
a ef the Lamful Pawer: 1 that too grounded 
upon this. very Caſe UE W before me 5 arguing that 
& Tho” Saul, ar 6 e worſt ſort of, Princes out of 
6c 4825 s fayour | 7 .and ſought. the. Deſtruction 
Dad by all. means poſſible: And though 
1 David Was then 5 very tf of. all Subj ects m=— 
x} highly and ſingular. in the 1 of e. 
4e as well as 98 the People —— and by God 1 5 
r pointed | to, reign after Saul; 85 for all 
this, he would not even ſabe bis bis Lite by Rebellis 
E. 1 or, any Reliſtance, but by 7s! 5; hiding 
PR (ot the; King 85 Sieht 23 gets Ke. 
Much eſs did he." ever © Mia 57 on him to 
carry him Priſo chef, to be tried the Sanhe- 
# T* arm nor. 18 there, any Found NLO for amy 
4 bs Tuch, Fo wer in the Sanhedrim „ Ver the Per- 
« 10 Ons Fi 85 SEN > It roar being con- 
5 TT 8 0 in the Grounds of its oh itution, nor 
. al " Precedent, Qccuripg 1 the Story, of, the Bible 
k gives the leaſt Countenance to; it. Nay 
ce Teveral, Paſſages 0 Scripture utterly, i 
47 it; for, how cquld Solomon els 1 ad, where th 
"CC © Wo; d: 272 4 Kin ing 25 there i 1.5 1158 an 4 be may ſay. unto. him 
ec what 40% theu (b) 7 it by the Conftitution of their 
4 Government, the ON NS might have. control. 
led Him, in what he faid or. did ” (c)? There wer 
not wanting ſome to j imuate Iris 1 „that Prov 
| dence” tad. ut the 2, N 1775 Wer, that byf 
TH Deftrut ton the © tone 0 75 5 ant for 
Bimſelbt to aſcend; Bebeld . 555 7 pit h the Lord 
"ſaid. unto thee, Bebel 27 will, elryer thine. $a in 


; * thine ee that thou mo 4% to him 45 it , Jem go 


o _— 2 ( Bos 7 # 2 at * 
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-(s) Homily again WilfurReveltion.” (- Rertef. wur, 
e (bs 16 ies (ds Mo me. +, (ehe 
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ace to ee eee e Gu Les 1 Nature, 


the Regal Suctdſſim,"&c." 6 
unto thee. 6 Ja — "God hath: delivered: thine. 2 


into thine Hand this Day (b). But David ( thou 
« he might have ade Neceſſity and Pꝛovidente 


as much as ever any. could: (e), when he Was 


thus perſecuted. by Saul, and the Perſecutor ſtraugely: 
delivered into. his Hands) had nevertheleſs ano- 
ther Opinion of the Perſon: even of 4 bad e,! and 


other Notions, of God and his Pꝛobidence: For; 
looking upon it only as a Tad and Probariom Ot 


him, and that nothing could be Nereſſary for him 
to do that was not Lawful in it ſelf, The Loru 
forbid (ſaid he) that J ſhould do this thing unto: my 
Maſter the Lord's Anointed——IWickedneſs ipraceedeth 


from the Wicked, but mine Hand ſhall. not be upon thee (d) 


——As the Lord liueth, the Lord ſhall ſmite him; on his 
Day ſhall come to die, or he ſhall; deſcend into Batelt and 
periſh: : The Lord forbid, that I ſhould ſtretch farthi mine 
Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, ©: Thereby 
clearly intimating, that as the Zord had ſet Saul it 
the Throne, ſo it muſt be the Act of the Lord a- 
lane (and not that of Man) which was to make 
the Throne Vacant. Neither was Saul's having for- 
ſaken the Lord, accounted a Frftiture of his Right 
of Sovereignty, but he held * Grin nevertheleſs 
to the Day of his Death. 

Now, after Saul s Deaths) Was e by os 


Lad 8 Birection, Anointed King in Hebron, where 


he reigned over the Houſe of Judah, ſeven: Tears 


and ſ  Months;(f) : But the 1/raelites, for ſome 


time, adhered to Ipbboſper h, the next. known Heir of 
the Family of Saul (for Aephiboſhet i the Son of Ja- 
nathan was not to be found (g as of Courſe to 


At 
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Lad died ; — WY nan 9 
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: (a) I Saw. crix. 4+. (60a « & Seiliagll bi 
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till, becoming ſenſible of the Lords expreſs Deſigna· 


tion of David, they came together to him, and A. 
notnted him Ning bree Iſrael alſo (a). | 

Here, though we read, that Xing David ated a 
Erague with them (which ſome People have miſta- 
ken for an Oꝛiginal Contract) we cannot under- 
ſtand it, of his Submitting to any Terms or Limi- 
rations: But, as the Lord had ſuid to David, Thon 
halt feed m e Iſrael, and thun ſhalt be Ruler over 
— lrael, Therefore came all the Elders"of 
| tothe King to Hebron —— actording to the 
Uſo2d of the od by Samuel (b), not to Elect nor to 


—_— but only to Recognize pig Divine Right, 


to pay their Homage and Alegianoe to the King, 
as the Ordinance of Get: And David percezved That 
the Lord (not the Peo ple) had eſtabliſped him King 
ever IIxael (r), And re e. the Lord ſaith, 
I bare found David my Servant, with my holy Oil have 
7 unointed han W 
After all this, with what Colour of Soriprar 
Fraſinr, or Goa Senſe, David can be ſaid to have 
deen called to the Throne by God, and rhe Voirt 


e the People (e) lown my ſelf at-a loſs to under- 
ad Since nothing can be plainer than that nei- 
ther the Lord, nor his Prophet, ever once asked 
the People's Voice or Conſent, nor deſired their Con- 


Curtence thereunto: Nay and further, that David 
was ſo far from being Popular, that even when 
he offered himſelf afterwards to fight in the Cm 
mon Cauſe againſt Goliah, neither the King himſelf, 
nor his Genelal knew ſo much ns whoſe Sor he wid 
till they were told by his own Mouth. 

And though David had, either through Heitith 


_ Fraikry, or by the Advice of Evil Counſellors, 


fallen 


„ * 


— 


„ a 


: (a) 2 Sem. v. x, 2. {8) 2 Sem. v, 2. Chroh. Ef. 2. 
(c).2 Sam. v. 12. (a). to. lac ws, (4) Dr. Candi 4 Wie 
7 7 J. 1716. p. 3. 


e ol ot BY 6 olds e ern AY alu 


Se: @#dlSd a t £m Pa io a=—_1e 9» tt 2 ai wc. ww. . mb went Was 


fallen into divers grievous Sins : Yet, having waſhed 
away thoſe Sius by a Sincere Repentance; and 
Reſolution to make Reſtitution (), ſo für as was in 
his Power, he is, in general, recorded by w_ 
Ghoſt, to have done that which was Right in the E 


the Lord, and to have executed Judgment and 2 4 cs ice 


unto all his People (b); and not that, upon his falling 
into Sin, he had forfeired his Right! of Dominion, 
and ought to be Depoſed; as our Modern re 
and ſome of the worſt of Papiſts do pretend. Nei- 
ther is there the leaſt Appearance of Evidence, 
that the Sanhedrim (or States of the Nation) ever 
preſumed, or pretended to any Right, to take: 
Cogrtzance of theſe things; Nay, it is ridicu- 
Is, ha to think that thigh chars could controut- 
&« their Ning (cl. 

However there wanted not 5 Kvioniy, even of 
Fes own Blood, to Rebel againſt him, and Nturp his 
Kingdoms. For Abſalom his Son; was forward 
to conſpire againſt him, and by the Preterrce of Re- 
dreſſing Imaginary Gr ievancts and other Popular Ar- 


tifces, deluded the People into Real Ones, and Stole 


the Hearts ef the Men of Ifrael from their Lawfut 
Bing: Oh ! (Said he) rhat I wers made Fudge in rhe 
Land, that every Man which: hath» any Suit or | Cauſe, 
might come unto. me, and J would do him Juſtitt ( 5 
By that his Treaſonabie Declaration cunningiy in · 
ſinuating, that the King regarded not to do his 


Subjects ¶Juſtice! How juſt» their Complaints of 


Grievances were! How many and great Defects there 
were in his Father's Adminiſtration ! And how re 

he would be to redreſs'atÞ Grievatices, and ea 

to conſult the Publick-Good, if ha could get the 
Poſſeſſion of his Father's Tirene! [ 7 
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By theſe and ſuch like Arrifices the Conſpiracy 
meme ſtrong and General: For the People increa- 
fed continually with Abſalom; though many went 
with him in their Simplicity, and knew not any thing (a) 
they were to do, or at leaſt never. confidered. the) 
fatal Conſequence. thereof. * 

Thus David, by the . ol his Entries, and: 
Defertion: of his: Suppoſed Friends, was reduced, in- 
ſomuch, that he was forced to Abbitate the Go⸗ 
vernment. and ta eſcape for his Life beyond For-" 
dan, and the good King wept as he went up, and had 
his Head covered, and he went bares fvot; and the Peo- 
ple that was with un (6). Upon which Abdication 
or... Deſertion (if that may be called fo which was 
attended with, ſuch manifeſt : Force), Abſalom 
came to Jeruſalem, and was permitted by God, for 
the Sins of the Nation, to take Poſſeſſion of the 
Fac ant Throne, and of the whole Vngilam from Dan 
even to Ber ſheba (c): So that, for a „ there was 
0 Oppoſition to him, in behalf of the Exiled 
Bing! Tho' to their Immortal Honour let it be re- 
mem bred, that all the Prieſts and Leviten retainꝰd their 
Natural Allegiance, and continued Ze mo the Xing fd) 
And this was perhaps the main Reaſon, why7 the 
Rebellions of Abſalom and Sheba: were of ſo ſhork 
a Continuance; God having. ſo guarded the «Gys 
vernment of the Jews, by a ſtrict Cunformity and 
Uniformity, that without a Schiſm in the church no 
Rebellion againſt the State could long continue. Ne 

But now, when Treaſon was in Faſhicn among the 
Altitude, and Fuich but to be found among the fem, 
Ziba, alſo ſought to betray his Loyal Maſter 
Mephiboſhetb (e), and e W to ed Stonej 
h | AN $30 A il 30 Be even 
2 | 1 | 
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(a) 2 Sam. ii. 11. TP 2 "ow XV. 14 —30. — xvii. 11. (©) 
ui. 15. I. A.” 000 2 S! XV, 24. "(95 — 
n . 8 Qt „ 7 8 
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even at his Sovereign Lord the King, and to Curſe him 
to his Face (4); (which, how great a Crime ſoever 
it was, © for one Shimei "that there was in Iſtael in 
e David's time, we have a Thouſand in ours bY”): 
And yet tis "remarkable, that immediately upon 
Hhis Happy Reſtozation, that Blaſphemer F the Lord 
| and of his Anointed,” was the very Feſt who made a 
formal Submiſſion to the King, and addveſs'd him fot his 
Favour (c); which (however. undeſery'd) HE rea- 
dily obtained. e les 
That Revolution (tho? it is by che Holy Ghoſt 
condemn'd asa moſt Unnatural Rebellion and Erea⸗ 
ſonable Uſurpation) was not without its Falle 
Pꝛophets, who had the Impudence to impute it 
all to God's. Pꝛovidenct and the-Lo2d's Doing! The 
Lord, ſaid Shimei, bath delivered the Kingdom into the 
Had of Abſalom thy Sn (d). Such as he could 
plainly behold the Hand of God, and viſible Parks o 
his Pzovidence in all this! But they had not before 
their Eyes the F.ſth Commandment; which having 
an exprefs Promiſe of Long Lift to the Obedient; con- 
ſequently implies a N to the Diſobedient, 
that they who-diſhonour and diſobey their Parents, 
whether Natural, Spiritual, or Political (and much 
more then they who rebel againſt them 40) ſhall be 
cut ſhort. *Tis true, the great Revolutions of Go 
vernment, are to be attributed to a particular Pzo- 
'vidence of God, who is the Juuge, and putteth down 
one, and ſetteth up another (e), which holds with reſpect 
to Nations as well as particular Perſons. But Kill 
this © doth not found any Right of Dominion (as 
< ſome fancied, till the Argument from Providence 
« was returned with greater Force upon them- 
2 {elves ) : But it ſhews, that when God pleaſes to 
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(%) 2 Sam. xix 16. (4) 2 Sam, c, 8. (e) Plal, berv. 7 þ 


make uſe af gy ie Or - Wations, as the Scourge in 
6 his Hand, to puniſh, a People with, ＋ gives 
e them Succeſs abovg their Hopes or Expect ations; 
cc but that Succeſs gives them no Right (a). And 
| that the. fople's Choice or Submiſſion, was another 
of this N unper s pretended Titles we may;perceive by 
Huſhai's mentioning that as one of the Reaſons for 
his ſeeming Revolt, ſaying, »--Whom the Lord, ad 
this People, and all the Aen of Iſrael thooſe, his will 
1 be, and with him will I abide (0; which hy the way, 
is the fiyſt time that we hear of that Trairerous Max- 
m, Box Populi ar Del, that the Vaice of the Peo- 
— the HFoice of- God Il STT Hin $f 
And yet, notwithd{; King al! theſs. n 15. 
tles of Abdication, PolleCion, Succeſs, 'Pzovidence, 
Election, Submiſſion; and (what is ſtill more) that 
all this happened agreeably- to what the Lord had 
faretold. to David, by the Prophet Nathan (c), Abſa. 
lom is never once eſteemed King, but his Enter prize 
is, by the Holy Ghoſt, — a Conſpiracy, (d), e- 
Ven, when: it was he its Height : and David, tho? 
out of. Poſſeſſion and in Exile, is every where ac- 
know ledg d as the S Lawful and Rightkul King; 
Andi as fuch, afterwards was his Happy Reltozation 
eftette\l by his Repenting Subjects, Who as with one 
Heart, ſent this Word unto the King, Return thou and 
all thy Servants, and contended fi fiercely among them- 
ſelves, which of them thould be the moſt active in 
| 91 c 55 it about (e). Which 8 ifeſts the Truth 
of this Propoſition, <« That juſt Authority, howe- 
8 ever depreſſed for a Seaſon, uſually, recovers and 
cc gets up again; and unjuſt V/urpation, however 
< Bl and ſucceſsful. for a while, ſeldom holds 
« ut © long 2dr dae Title (. And wy 
Reaſon 


— 


(a) Stillinefl. Serm. 13. "Nov. 1678, p. 17. TT 2 Sam. xi. 
4 (e) — r,. 11. 4) xv 12. (e) 2 Sam. a FX. wy , 
0 Ford's Serm, 28 June 1660, p. 7. 
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ther Joab, who (c) thruſt three Darts through the Heart 


t Reaſon thereof ſeems very convincing z' for while © 


« any Man holds and claims only by Unrighteoſneſi, 
he doth not hold of God; nor doth God look upon 
„the Thing he holds, as. his, till ſome way of 
« Right ma kes it ſo: Whilſt he holds it by Wrong, 
© he rates him not as the Omner, but Uſurper; und 
© therefore bids him Reſtore the Right Owner” his 
«© own again; and that is alt any Man ever gets 
er with Him: by meer Unrighteous | Poſſeſſion 5 viz. #0. 
c Property therein, but only Guilt and Puniſhment; 
« and a Neceſſity of making Reſtitution (2) 16. 

Here I coutd not but make à Stop to compare the 
Modeſty of this King de fatts (b), Abſalom,” with 
the Unwarrantable Aſſurance of our Engliſ Pro- 


nor whether, if they had, by whatever Induce- 


ments, been prevail'd withal t6 tate dem, ſuch 


-Oaths, or Coveniints,” or Engagements, had obliged them 


to any thing but Repentance and Reſtitution; nor whe- 


ther ſuch People had been bound in Conſcience, upon 


the firſt Conviction of their legality, to have re- 
verſed and diſclaimed them; nor particularly, whe- 


| "I, of 


N 
, 


, (a) Kettlewell, Pol. 2. Fol. 213, See Beverege's Serm. of 
Reſtitution. (5) 2 Sam. xv. 16, () . 14. 


68 Theft HISTORY of 
of Abſalom, the Ufarper, had been guilty of Trea- 
ſon; Nor whether he could have juſtified himſelf - 
in fo doing by virtue of his Natural Allegiance to 
David, the King de Jure: Theſe, I ſay, are Queſti- 
ons, that, not being reſolved in the Caſe before me, 
I ſhall. not preſume to determine, but refer them 
to be diſcuſs'd at Leiſure, by the Help of the ſe- 
veral Eminent Authorities here quoted (a), whilſt! 
proceed in my Hiſtory. However, with reſpett to 
that other Caſe, to which this is applicable, in our 
Engliſh Hiſtory, I muſt obſerve, that the Repreſenta- 
tive Body of the Nation, in a Free Parliament aſ- 
ſembled, declared thoſe Oaths, Covenants, and En- 
 Lagements which were impoſed upon the Subjects, 
as well as all other the Acts and Ordinances made, 
during the late Grand Uſurpation, to have been 
< Unlawful, and impoſed againſt the Fundamen- 
ce tal Laws and Liberties of, this Kingdom: To 
© have had in themſelves not the leaſt Colour of 
Law or Juftice to ſupport them; and (therefore) 
© to have been Null and Void to all Intents and 

< Purpoſes whatſoever ? (H. YZ | 

Abſalom being ſent to his Place, and the Men of 
Iſrael being diſcontented, that thoſe of Judah had 
been more active in the King's Reſtoration than them- 
ſelves, every Man of Iſrael went up from after David, 

and followed Sheba, who embraced that Occaſion to 

Vſurp the Ten Tribes himſelf (c). But, he foon met 

with his Reward, being purſued to Death by cer- 
tain Loyal Subjects (d): And then all the People 
return'd again to their true Allegiance, In which 

Caſe it is obſervable. that tho' this Uſurper had 
alſo all the Tribes of 1/7ael, while David N 
„ . the 
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(a] See Bp. Hall's Propoſitions ; Sanderſon's Caſes f Oaths; 
The whole Duty of Man; Wake's Diſcourſe of Swearing; 
Ameſius, and other Caſuiſts. (6) Stat. xiii, Ca. 2. C. 1. (ci 2 
Sam. xx. 1, 2. (a) — 22. 1 
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the Loyal Tribe of Judah with him, he was never 
once termed a King, but a Pan of Belial; which, 
(as a Learned Prelate obſerves) © in efteCt is as much 
« as if it had been ſaid, that he. was of his Farber 
ce the Devil.” (a). —— However, here it may 
not be improper to obſerve, that ”the Publick Peace 
ce being once broken, it is impoſſible for them that 
« begin a Civil War, to ſtop where they will, or 
« end it when they pleaſe, or even to judge what 


cc their own Reſolutions will be, as the State of 


ce Things alters or advances. . New Men will graft 
« upon the Schemes and Succeſſes of the prime 
« Deſigners; and they that are once engaged, will 
« gradually Advance to the higheſt Villainies, rather 
« than quit the Game, or ſuffer it to be played 


c gut of their. Hands (). 


As to Solomon, it is granted that he was King by 
Divine Right in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word (c). For, 
though he was a Younger Son of David, and conſe- 
quently indeed could not be the net Heir by Birth, 
as himſelfacknowledged to his Mother, concern- 
ing Adoniah, ſaying, Ask for him the Kingdom alſo; 
fo: he is mine Elder Bother (4) (where, by the 
way, we may Obſerve that Solomon himſelf, who 
did not uſe to ſpeak improperly, affirms that by 
the Ordinary Right and Courſe of Succeſſion, the 
Kingdom was to have gone according to the Natural 
Law of Primogemiture): But, as he was the Perſon, 
who was, expreſly and by Name, promiſed to be 


Eſtabliſhed in the Throne, by the Lord, even be- 


fore his Birth (e); of which David was alſo put 
in mind afterwards by Nathan the Prophet of the 
Lord (F); Therefore (and for that Reaſon only) 

= it 


(a) Uſh. of Obedience of Subj. p. 125. ( Chandl. Serm.7. Jun. 


1716. p. 23. (c) J. Archer at Tunbridge, 8 Aug. 1714. P. 27. 
(4) 1 Kin. f., 22, (e) 2 Sam. vi. 12. 


F) 1 Chr. xxii. 9, 10. 
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it was, that Semen was immediately ſet upon the 
Throne, by Dævid's Order, according to the Word 


of the Lord (4): 


This is further manifeſted both by David and 


Solomon himſelf; For David inſtruct iug Solomon in 


God's Promiſes and his Duty, tells him, The Word 
of the Lord came to me, ſcying A Son ſpull be born to the, 


Vis Nanie ſhall be Svlomun and I will eſtabliſ the Throne o 


bis Kingdom over Iſtael ſor ever (O). And in a Set 


Speech, wherein he declared both his omn and Solomon's 
Divine Right, he ſays, The Lord God of Hrael choſe me 
before all the Houſe of my Father, to be King over Iſrael for 
eber And of all my Sons, he hath choſen Solomon, my 
Son, to fit upon the Thrope of the Kingdom of the Lord 
over Iſrael; and he ſaid unto me, Twill eftabliſh his Ring- 
dom fir ever (c) —«.. And again he faith; Solomon 
ny Son, whom atone God hath chofen (4), &c. Thus 
Solomon allo himſelf fays, The Lord hath performed 
his Word that he fpake, and I am riſen up in the room of 
David my Father, and fit on the Throne of Iſrael, as the 
Lord promiſed (e) =—. And again Solomon ſaid 
unto God, Thou baſt fhewed great Mercy unto David 
my Father, and haſt malle me to Reign in his ftead (F). In 
full Convittion whereof, and to put his Title out of 
all Doubt, all the Princes, and the Mighty 5 and 
all the Sons !ikewiſe of King David, ſubmitted them. 
elves unto Solomon the King (g). WEE. 


*- "Tis true, Adonijah (bis Eldeſt Sutvibing By0- 
ther) at firſt made a Party to ſecure his Natural 
Rioht of Succeſſion. And ſuch was the Univerſal 
Reſpet to the Lam of Pꝛimogeniture, that all 
Iſrael ſet their Faces on him, that he ſhould reign (b). 
But he ſoon was cofwinced of his Error, and ack- 
4 nowledged, 


2 P 


(a) 1 Kin. 2. 11, G. ) Chron. xx##. 8, Ge. () 1 
Chron. xv. 4, 5,6, 7. (d) . 1, Cc. (e) 1 Kin. 
Di. 20. (F) 2 Chron- Z. 1. (g) r Chron. u. 24. (5) 1 
Kin. i, 15. | 
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— chats the — wa his Brother S- 
lomon's from the Lam; who alone has the Power 
and Prerogative to diſpenſe with, and ſuperſede. big 
ow? Laws, and thoſe of Nature. 7 
Here, though the Caſe is plain enough. in it ſolf, 
yet I find it neceffary to add a Remark with re- 
7 to the Inſinuation of Mr. Nhiſton. He admits; 
| that Adonijah was the Eldeſt San then alive, but 
2 inſinuates, that nevertheleſs, 4dewijah himſelf © does 
| not yet deny, that the Canſent ef the People: was 
« 1 ſite in ſuch a Caſe; and that when God 
* « turned t he Hearts of the People to recognize Solon 
&© non, that Recognition was a Sufficient Title to the 
© Throne, even in Barr to that Mimogeniture it 
« ſelf” (a). In anſwer to which, and to demon- 
ſtrate the Fallacy thereof, it is obſervable, that 
Aadozijah affirms (and appeals even to Solowen's Mo- 
ther for the Truth of it) that the Right of | Sycceſſiow 
was M: Thou knowelt (ſays he) that the Kings 
dom was mine ; (meaning by the Natural 
of Primogeniture) . as if he had ſaid ( ene ee to 
Peter Martyr) this is ſo Notoriaus and Manifeſt, thas 
it is impoſſible you ſbould be ignorant of it (b); For (as 
Adonijah proceeds): ſo fully ſenfible was every 
Red of that my Inherent Right, m_ YOu of the 
Laws of Gad and Nature (w ich alſo they knew, 
to be abſolutely Jndefeaſible (c) without the manifeſt 
and apparent Inter poſition of God himſelf, and that 
too, not by bene Events, which ſome affecł to 
call the Appe b God by his Providence, _ 
by an exp 4 — — clear Revelation, for that 
poſe) — they, even all Iſrael, /er elders; Faces. ine . 
Cat I ſhould reign, as being their -King's Eldeſt Sox, 
„ But when it N b beyond all Doubt, = om 
| u 
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(a) Script. Polit. p. 29, 30. (5) 7 P, wi: in loco. 60 Deut. 
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Publick Revelation, to be the Will of God, to alter 
the Entail, then (and not before) they acknow- 
Tedged the Kingdom to be turned about to Solomon, be- 


cauſe it was his from the Lozd: And as Adonijah 
himſelf (being likewiſe made ſenſible of God's ex- 
erciſing his Peculiar Prerogative in that Caſe) readi- 
ly ſubmitted and waved his Claim to the Crown, 


there was, from that time, no other Pretender in 


view, and conſequently no Colour, for any 
one to ſcruple the Recognition of Solomon, whom 
God himſelf had ſo unqueſtionably appointed and 
even Named to be their King, as before is demon- 


* 


l. | 


- Nevertheleſs fo far was that Recognition from be- 
ing a Sufficient (or indeed any) Title to. the Crown, 


much leſs a Barr to the Primogeniture (as that Lear- 


ned Scripture Politician pretends) that the very Word 
Recognition neceſſarily ſuppoſes a prior Right inhe- 
rent in the Perſon Recognized, and implies an Ac- 
know ledgment of that prior Right, not the giving 


of a new one: Beſides, I Appeal to the Conſciences and 


Common Senſe of all Mankind, Whether any thing 
can be found more clear in the whole Bible than 
this, That the People looked upon it as their indi- 
ſpenſible Duty to Recognize the Right of the Eldeſt 
Son, according to the known Laws: Till being made 
thoroughly ſenſible, that God had openly diſpen- 
ſed with his own Laws (in that particular Caſe) and 
declared himſelf in favour of Solomon by Name, 
and that, to make it the more notorious to them, 
Adonijah himſelf had alſo waived his Pretention to 
the Crown, the People, then having no room left 
to diſpute the Title, readily recognized him whom 
the Lord had ſo expreſly nominated, and to whom 
Adonijah himſelf had as expreſly ſubmitted. 

Nor can I ſee what Colour of Scripture our Author 


has to inſinuate, that Cod in this Tranſlation, had re. 


| the 
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tie Regal Succeſſion, 8c 73 
ſpe to Perſpnal, V irtue, Goodneſs, and Deſert G 

He ventures indeed, with Aſſurance enough, ho 

8 without Authority, to call Slemon the better San, 
and 44orijab the worſe: but he iI Rave much ado to 
prove that, eſpecially at the time when God reveal 
ed his Reſolution to aſtabliſſi Solomon in the Throne, 


unleſs, as he did in the Caſe of Eſau and Jacob, he 


vin pretend, to diſtinguiſh the better from the morſe, . 
: I before they were. born, or, were capable pf doing 
, either good or guil.(b)z which, with Submiſſion, does 
; not become him to judge of. 1 KA * 0 \ 13. +3120 

However, from this laſt Obſervation, we may; 
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ſpared. by King Solomon, for his former, good Services . 
to King David, but the Prieſthoad was ta ken from 


him and. Refored to Zadol, that he might fulſil the 
Word of the-Lard which he ſpale cncerning the Houſe of 
Eli in Shiloh. (c), However, cho Zadok had not 
been (as indeed. he was) of the Elder Family.; | yet 
[ „ 310180 ano! Bf N an! Ban! doubtleſs 
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dqpubtleſs it was a Freat Favour towards Abiarhay, 
for the King to be content with accepting his for- 
feited Office only, when his Life was forfeited alſo; 

and that too for fo notorious a Crime as that of 


Treaſon. © 

Jet before 1 leave his Caſe; is muſt take No- 
tice of what Uſe is made thereof by certain 
popultr Writers, among whom it is of late be. 
come a ſtanding Argument for the ſuppoſed 
Right of the C, g ſtratet to Deprive Biſhops and 
other Eccl eftaſtical Perſons from their Eccleſiaſtical 
Functions, or at leaſt the entire Exerciſe thereof, up- 
on meerly Civil or rt Crimes. Thus an Baindt 
Modern before quoted calls it & ſo plain and ſd un- 
<<'exceptionable an Inſtance "againſt the Adverſa- 
* Tits of Lay>Deprivations, in this very Point of Pe- 
ee ee Want he thinks their on Anſwers ſhew 
Imp flibility o getting clear of it. And 
ze better Edler u His Argument, 
ho makes old with the Word of God, and affirms 
chat i Solomon * ng one of tlie Exerciſe of his 
f unction, to which he had been appointed ubrorü- 
& g to the Inflitution of God himſelf, and the fame 
% Soldmon a inted another to ſucceed him. And 
upon this Be fur ithes, after his manner, and in- 
75 demands er can be a more expreſs 
« pafallel than this, of the Supreme C- Power de. 
2 & priving One Eeclefiaſtical Perſon, and putti =. I 

& "Another, upon the ſole Conſideration of the 


ic e of the State (a): ? Now as it 18 — 5 


Tine S here to follow him out of my own R 
1 mall not pur ſue Him through hi s ſeveral. —. 
of Reaſoning upon it, but ſtick cloſe to the Facts, 
as I have them warranted by the Holy Scriptures”: 
Wherein I find, that Cod had long before given = 
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the Regal Succeſſion, &c. 75. 
the Family of Eleazar, the Covenant of an QVer+ . 
laſting Prieſthood (4), or (as it is worded in our. 
old Tranſlation) the Pꝛieſt x Office fo2 ever 5-where-. 
as the Power and Authority of the High-Priefthood 
was to be removed from the Family of Rhamar, 
and they being reduced to great Diſtreſs and o- 
verty, ſhould. fee their Honour and Office. reſto» 
red to another Line (b); all which was fulfilled 
by Sloman here, when he removed Abiathar of tha 
Houſe of Ithamar, and reſtored Zadek of the Hquſe 
of Eleazar- So that even ſuppoſing it to have Heap 
2 Deprivation indeed, yet Solomon can't truly; bg 
ſaid to have Deprived one that was appointed aceary 
ding to the Tuſtitution' of God himſelf, and to have pr 
pointed another hy virtue of the Sapreme Civil Power, 
as that Writer affirms |! " i ni ne 1 1210 at 
Neither was this done (as our Author tenderly 
words it) upon the ſole Confideration-of the Intereſt of the 


Fate: Nor yet by a Prince--whole. Right to the 


Throne was doubtful, .and diſputed ; but by One 
whoſe Right was allowed by all Men to have beep 
Divine and indiſputable, and that too for nd leſs a 


Crime than High-Treaſon, prov'd by: manitefFOwnt- 
| St 


S 
2 WP 


Acts, as before is noted. 8 ee: 
But after all, this pretended Deprivation: apprars 


to have been no more than a  Baniſhment: frame 
ruſalem, aud Confinement to his Fields at Anathoth (e), 
(which, by the way, belonged to him as Brief (0, 
nat as his private Eſtate, and which therefore he 
had been incapable of enjoying, if he had been 
deprived of his ſacerdotal Character): In Cenſequence 
whereof he was of Courſe incapable of Ofpcaaing, 
as before; the Functions of the Prieſt hend being 
confined to the Temple at Jeruſalem, ſo that his Ba- 
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0 | „ ff 7 NON, A 
niſhmenit-from- thence muſt neceſſarily detain him 


from the Exerciſe of his Office- But {till he was 


no leſs qualified for it- than before, in caſe he had 
been allowed to Return to the Temple: And we 
find him ſtill acknowledg'd to be 4 Prieſt, not with- 
ſtanding this Sentence, in the ſame Rank too as he 
was before, even in the time of David (a); that 
is to ſay, that Abiathar was Chief or High- Prieſt of 
the Serond Sacerdotal Order over the Eight Families 
of the Houſe of Ithamar, whereas Zadok was Chief 
or Supreme Metropolitan over the Sixteen Families 
of the Houſe of Eleaxur; But upon this Puniſhment 
of Abiathar, and his coſequent Diſability! to exe- 
cute the Office, ZadoFs" juriſdiction was enlarged 
to the Extent of thoſe Eight Families as well as 
the other ſixteen, that is, over all the Sons of Aa. 
ren (H). With what Truth therefore this Aſſertor 
'of Lay Deprivations can averr, that Solomon by 
e his own Authority, took away what he never 
% gave, nay, what Abiathar had from God himſelf” 
(c i (by which he muft mean his Satedoral Cha- 


rater, if his Meaning may ever be gathered from 


His Words), I. leave to our Unprejudic'd Readers 
to judge 1 * 5 = 299 oF frat ef * — 
"> Eitight here charge him with the Cenſure of a 
Conpotation which has condemned it as a great Er- 
ror C if any Man to affirm, © that the People had 
<< anyLawful Intereſt at any time - either to chuſe 
their Prieſti, or (they being appointed of God, as 


s aforefiid) to deprive them of their Places, 


ie 


Ke. But becauſe Convocations may ſeem to be of 
little or) no Authority with him, I ſhall effectually 


meuy the Abſurdity of his Notions ir this Caſe, 


* 34 "IE | \ Pf — 
* 
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Fol. 8 1. (e) Bang. ibid. p. 45. (©) Overal's Convoc. Book Lib. 
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© cution of the Divine Decree, without any ſuch. 
4 Deprivation or Entrenchment at all.” (a). And 


© Procedure : Eſpecially while"ths Stare has many 
© other eaſy ind. unexceptionable Ways of Pum- 


<<juſtifiable, upon the Foot of 10 5% and Chri- 


e thoſe Foundations. For, as I have ſhewed 

this Eſſay, that the Caſe of Abiathar deprived 
by Solomon, which is the only pretended Scriprurt 
Example, was of another Nature, and done upon 


a . 2 A —ů 
5 — — — — — — * 250 
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33 241 14 . on Load IJ, aa 
by confronting him with his Friend Ar. Whiſton, 
and ſo leave them to reconcile it as they can. This, 
Gentleman Having ſtated the Caſe now before us, 
among thoſe where Perſons uſe” their Authority ſome-, 
what out of their” "uſual Sphere, concludes upon the, 
whole, that © here is no Civil Deprivation of an Ec- 
ce cleſtaſtical- Perſon; or ſecular © Entrenchment 
© on the Ecclefiaſtical Authority, but a juſt Exe 


— 


in his Dedication to that other Writer (taking Occa- 
fion to ſpeak of the Lay-Deprivation of Arch-Biſhop 


Sancroft and diverſe other Biſbops of the Churches of 

England and Ireland, and of all thoſe of Scotland, ſoon 

after the late Revolution) he reflects upon all fuch, 
Deprivations thus © Depriving Biſhops \from'the 

“ Exerciſe of their Sp:ritual Power, by a meer Secular 
& Authority, for meer Secular Offences, ſeems to me 
F©.almoſt as abſurd as the pretended Power of the 
© Biſhop of Rome, to Deprive Secular Princes of hei 
ce Secular Power for 1 Offences. And thoſe 
< that are - ſenſible of the great Vſurpation and 
© Wickedneſs' of the latter, ought. never to give 
« any Encouragement to it, by juſtifying the former 


„ ſhing Seditivus ot Rebellious " Clergymen, and 
can therefore never be under any great Tem- 
ptation to do what is, in it ſelf, ſo perfectly Uns 


< Pianity; I fay, perfectly © Unjuſtifiable , upon 
111 


GN another 


. 7 


| (s) Seripe, Pol. p. 
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A « another Foundation; fois the ald State of Clriſti- 

4 iy known to be fully again. ſuch. a Practice; 

inſomuch that the. greateſt. #indicators of the 

n Cure at; the Refoumation and Revolution, have. 

6 not; I think, been able to produce ene ſingle Au- 

< thority for it, at leaſt, not till ſuch late Centuries, 
< as are of zo value, when unſupported by earlier 


"Bf OT 
Tres make no Apo 1. for enlarging ſo, + 
-11 rag Ces e e it Ea of great 3 
tk y, with re to the of Kings, an 
the Doctrine of the Independency — of I an upon 
the State, as to its pure ſpiritual Powers: But bo Pro- 
ceed in my Diſcourſe. - 

After. the Death: of Solomon, the Original Law of 
Derevitary Succeſſion, according to..Pzorimity. of 
Blood, came to be exactly obſerved. in the King- 
dom of Judah. For, in Obedience thereto, all 
Iſrael came to Shechem to 1 to males: ( 
(or more properly recognize) him King, Who was 
Solomon's Son and Uudoubted Heir. But here the Tos 
Rebellious Tribes under Pretence of \Gzievances, even 


in Solomon's Reign, preſume to Remonſtrate againſt 


them, and to inſiſt upon Terms with their Lawfu 
King (as if Liberty and Property were things that a Kin * 

only could have no Pretence to }) which he, thro 
a Judicial Infatuation (for the Puniſhment of the Sins 
of Salomon, as had been foretold by the Lord (c 
anſwering impolitickly, gave Occaſion to thoſe 
Tribes to Revolt, as will be ſhewn hereafter. How- 
ever, the Loyal Tribes of Judah and Benjamin (which 
becauſe their Poſſeflions were intermixed are ſome- 
times reckon'd -as one) continued to be Faichfuk, and 
* true 6 to t their * s .. | _ 
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the Claim of popular Edudenttonz in making Bi 


_ the-Repal + — Kc. Ll 


But nevertheleſs, left theit Example ſhould 
of any Uſe to-the Altuveares for Hereditary Right, Mr. 
Whifton (whoſe Byas is alwaysturn'd the ocher tr way 
inſtnuates, that “ his Father's Fæubur, his Mother 
bs Ineref#, and his pwn Bebavibur, fume or all, Pro- 
% cur'd him the General Gopd-Will of the Two 
6 Tribes; who went to Shechem, and there, in = 
ce ems Aﬀerbly made him their King (. 
tho' the Drift of all this is ippaiancly to 2 


yet J muſt take the Liberty to demand, Tram w 
other Motives than that of Tut 2555 the In- 
Tribes could 'teafonably be induced to adhere tb 
their King's mn and Heir, when the other re- 
belled againſt hit? erh Scripture-Evidenc | 
prove, chat his Father's Favour, his. Mother's Invereft, 

and his own Behaviour, oo not be as much re- 
garded in Iſcdel as Judab ? Did his Father ever ex- 
preſs any extraordinary Favour for him ? Or had his 


Mather any particular Tareref# after his Father's 


Death, to prevail, with the Two Tribes, but not with 


the Ter? If ſo, we may expect to find the £5 0 


„ Pp 


and Verſe ! As to his own Behaviour, kis plain, 


was ſo very, Ls ge as welt as Unpopu lar, 557 
it could not poſſib 


ly procure hum *ny Good Will : But, 


inſtead chere, if the Two Tylbes had been g. n 


0 Change, like the reſt, and not of truly. Layef Probe 


i 7545 they would moſt probably have voted. the 


one varant, and placed another therein, by their 


own pretended Authority, as the other Tex did. Burt 


tney 
reſt, nor think ng greater Pumbers any Arge 
in Matters of Right aud Duty; proceeded by 


RS 


ws — 


„ not regatding the Rebellious Practices of. "the 


by chem- 
ſelves to Recognize the Natural Right of their 


| 3 — 8 Son TO tho EY — promiſe 


= __ themſelves 
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themſelves nothing from his own Declaration to 
them but the moſt Arbitrary Tyranny), as all the a- | 
ther Tribes were ready. too to 224 done, if th 
had not been acted by Principles of. Human Politicks; 
rather than thoſe of Religion and Loyalty; and how 
much the Publick Good | Was effected thereby, will 
e ſeen us proper Flice.. e e ond, att 
15 the mean time I ſhall. proceed u pon the Suc> 
5 ſſo of thoſe Kings, who reigned, according to the 
Original Law of Yereditary Right and Pioximity of 
Idod, over the Loyal, Tribes of Judah and Benjamin; 
= having been 4. Race of Kings, (as is confeſs! 64) 
by Divine Appointment (4), we may obſerve, th 
the Preheminence of the Paimogeniture is e 
to be a Divine Right; (for tis plain, none of theſe 
Kings had any. other. Evidence of God's. Deſignatiqn, 
than that of their Birth or Hereditary Right, tho? 
one of this Aurher' s; Friends. Ricks not to call it 
Blaſphen (V. 
But, before I come to the Particulars, 1 ſhall take 
Notice here, once for all, iece of Criticiſm, 
1 5 indeed to be expos d 9 Erie auf arnſwe; rf 
r. Whiſton (forgetful of the Impartial;zy he pretend 
'to in his Title Page) when no other Falſe Colours 
"can be be found to caſt a Blot upon that hated Po- 


Trine of Hereditary Right, takes upon him to ſuppoſe, 


0 or Preſume rather). that wherever we meet with the 
_ Mother's Name, it. is an Argument, that ſuch Suc- 
ceſſor was not the Elaeſt Sen, and Heir by Deſcent. 
by which Fallacy alone, he has Ulparag d almoſt 
the whole Line * Kings, as well in Judah, as in I 
rel; but with how little Juſtice or Reaſon, I leave 
"fo the Reader to judge from this one Remark, That 
Ar. 4 has W W 505 a. Rock, 2 
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his very PA arg e Re hoboam 


himſelf, the firſt of all thoſe inthe Kingdom df Fu 


dah, has his Mather's Name recorded with him (and 
that too twice in one Chapter (a "which: is more 
than we nſually meet with in the reſt): and yer 
Mr. Whiſton himſelf owns, that he © ſucceeded" Sv. 
© lomon, as ãt were of Cburſeʒ that is, no one elſe 


© ſeems to have food his Competitor, he 3 19 


© being the Eldeſt, if not tlie Ouiy Son (ανι. 
plainly demonſtrates the Abſurdity of 8 — 


peculiar Obſervation! Andi therefore 1 Wann 
no further Notre: of it. -⁹i: 1607 0902336. Nee 
As Solomoli was: ſucceeded by Rehoboam His Son 


and Heir, ſo ua Rrholy ans ſnereęded by! Abijab"(or 


Abijam) his Son and Heit (chi For; tho; tib true, we 


read, that Reholyam had thret Sons by his former 


Wives (d), azid-conſequegtly! that he was notwrhe 


Flaeſt at the time that his Father Made lum Cbief, Yo 


be Ruler cen bis "Brethren and tho his Father 
thought alſo to make him Krig ( πνιCνα Rich ig indeed al 
Evidence of A partial Favour forchim) during: their 


Lives; yet it does by no means follow tt Al- 
jah was not the Eldeſt Surui dur at the time bf ns Fa- 


ther's Deathꝭ and his own Succeſſion to the Throne. 
On the contrary, it no where appears, chat they, or 


any one of them was living at chat time. Borcif there 
had been an Elder ſurviving, it is not to beiddubt- 
ed but werſhould have heard ſomething of his: Pre- 
tenſion 550. which as there is not the leaſt Hint up- 
on Record, we may ſafely conclude, that they were 
all dead beo their Father, and that Abijam was. 
his Heir and Hamful Succe ſor, by ene Gel Inbe- 
ritance. And the rather for we NO Prece- 
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dent for it in the ſame Holy Writings ; wherein we 
find, that Adonijah had once had three Elder Brethren 
too (a), one 1 whom, for ought that appears to 
the contrary, might have ſurvived his Father; and 
yet, becauſe there is no mention of him, or his 
Pretenſions, but Adonij ah is the next who puts in his 
Claim to the Inheritunce, tis therefore reaſonably 
preſum'd by all Men, that all the Elder were dead, 
tho that is not recorded; and Adonijah is univerſal- 
ly eſteem'd to have been the Eldeſt ſurviving Son 
of David, at that Demiſe of the Crown. Thus it 
is juſtly argued, that ſince we read, that Amnon 
was murder 'd, and [Abſalom ſlain in Battle, we 
ce may reafonably preſume, that Daniel or Chileab, as 
S ce he is elſewhere called, died a Natural Death be- 
3 < fore his Father. For there appears no Reaſon, 
9 hy Adonijab ſhould ſpeak as he does, (1 Kings il. 
85.) but his Priority of Birth, or, in the Modern 
8 < Language, his Hereditary Right, as Eldeſt Branch 
Al c of the Royal Family (b). For as, in that Caſe, 
5 Acdbnijab aſſerted his own immediate Right, before 


of the Mother of Solomon (as before is at large ſet 
- Forth), fo, in this, Abijah aſſerts his to the whole 
= Inheritance, in as ſtrong Terms as is poffible, even 
4 to the Face of him who had Wag ma the greateſt 
3 Part thereof, and before all his Army (which 1 
$f Mall have Occaſion to mention hereafter, in the 
* Caſe of Feroboam, and to which I ſhall therefore re- 
1 fer my Reader from this Place). | And- beſides, 


there is not the leuſt Appearance of any other Pzes 

tender, claiming by any prior Right, but Abij ab ſuc- 
ceeded peaceably, without any Oppoſition (as Mr. Whiſton 

confeſſes (c), which is the very Argument that pre- 
vails with him to admit Rehoboam to have been the 

| Next 
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| Next Heir, becauſe, ſays he, no one elſe ſeems to have 


ſtood his Competitor, Which, if it be a good Argument 
in one Caſe, is ſurely as good in another. Nay, fur- 
ther, there ſeems to be ſomething worth our No- 
tice, in the very Phraſe, which is objected. For it 
is not ſaid, That Rehoboam made, or reſolved to make, 
but it is hinted only, as an Indigeſted Thought of a 
raſh Prince, that he thought (or had ſome Thoughts, 
as we ſay) to make him Ning: Nor does Abijah's 


| ſucceeding to the Crown afterwards, prove, in the 


leaſt, that he obtain'd it only. in Conſequence of 


that Thought, but, for ought that can be prov'd to 


the contrary, as his Right by Sarviorſhip. Much 
leſs can we argue (as Mr. Whiſton does) becauſe his 


Father made him Ruler among his Brethren, in his own 


Lifetime , that therefore he broke through the 
Right of Primogeniture (a); for I know no Law, that 
hinders a Sovereign Prince, from conſtituting his own 
Iyferiour Magiſtrates, without Regard to Age or Fa- 
mily, tho he may not indeed do ſo, in appointing 


His Succeſſors in the Throne. e 
But will it not put Abjah's Hereditary Right out 


ol all Diſpute, if we obſerve, in the Royal Pedigyte 


recorded by St. Matthew, that our Blefſed Saviour's 
Title to the Sceptre of the Jews, is derived through 
—_ (as well as the reſt of that Royal Line, here- 
In 


* 


et forth)? For if Chriſt's being the . deſſiah de- 


pends upon his being the Son of David and King of 


the Jews, (as without Queſtion it does) then how 


can we make a Doubt of the Right of Abijah (or any 


of the reſt in that Pedigree) without railing a ſtrong 
CO againſt that of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
alſo ? | JL 

Abijam being thus proved a Lawful Ring, pals 


wie on to Aſa, his Son and Heir, who ſucceeded | 


him; 
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him (2); and who was himſelf 3 by Jeho- 


hat his Son and Heir (b); Fehb by Jeho- 
2 his S and Heir (aden Rig Right 3 to 
the Kingdom is particularly recorded "becauſe he 
was the. Firft-born (o); and Fehorarh by Abaxiah 
his Son and Heir (d), without the leaſt Interruption. 
For, though we read, that he was then the Joungeſt 


Son of Jehoram, yet it follows, that he came oe! to 


the Crown, till the: Band of Men that came with the 


Arabians to the Camp, had ſlain all che Eldeſt (e); 
ſo that he was then the Eldoſt Surviving, and Con- 


ſequently Heir at Lam. Which is a manifeſt Judi- 
cation that the Ordinary Rule of Succeſ on was Here 
ditary. according to Primogeniture. 

. Nevertheleſs here Ar. Whiſton gives. it another 


| Wreſt, in favour of the Popular Scheme, though, 


one would think, nothing can be more expreſs to 
the contrary. He ſays, '© The Hhabitants of Jeru- 
* ſalem made Abaciah King, being deprived - 
cc any other Choice among the Sons of Fehoram ? 

And proceeds to make this Obſervation from ” 
Here we ſee, who they were, that aſually made 
<. or recognized Kings in Judah; even the Peop 

© of the Land, or, in 7this particular Caſe, where 
ee there was no Choice in the Royal Family, the 
1 Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the Capital City alone 
OD. But, with Ar. Mhiſton's good Leave, the 


giving us the Reaſon of the Donn geſt Son's ſucceed- 


ing his Father (becauſe all the "Elder Wert dead) 
Plainly intimates, that he could not have been 
capable of it, if any of the Elder. had been left 


alive: And, notwithſtanding what he infers from 
the Inhabitants 4 has . or recognixiug 
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Kings, all that they did, or could do, was no more, 


() 2 Chro. xxl. 20. 
| #i. 1, 2 Chren. xxii. 10. 


U 


Wo © 


than is done, in.our own. Hereditary Kingdom, upon 


every Demiſe. of the Crown, where the . Privy. 


* 


Counſellors, and the Magiſtrates of rhe. City of Landon, 


and Inhabitants, as are at Hand, make a Solemn 
Proclamation. and Declaration of the, Natural, Right 
of the Next Heir; Not thereby mating him King, 
but recognixing, that he had the Right Inherent in 
him, by the Laws of God and Nature, and the Fun- 
damental Laws of the Land ;:thaugh our Scripture 
Palitician does not diſtinguiſh, between Making and 
Recognizang Gee 1 Nay,, and. that very Phraſe 
00, Er S967 ip Objettion, from, 
the People's making ; bim King, is honefily explained 
even by Grotiu himſelf (who was far from being an 
Enemy to the juſt l of the People) who 
inter prets this Action of the People, to be no more 
than barely their Aline him in the Throne (as they 

ds in the Caſe of Joaſh his Son 


(, which, was his Right (viz«, by Birth) wherher 


the Pele had given chave Fats ar. b or. , 


own, Words are —— “ In Solo locarmt . uam 


* regram jure ii debebatur , ſine alis Papuls\ Sufs 


uniaterrupted, in the Kingdom of Judah. But ad 
ſooner was Ahazigh. dead, than his Mother Athaliah 
(the Daughter of the wicked Ahab, the Son of 
Omri, King of 1/rael) Uſurped;the Hereditam Throne, 
and endeavoured to make herſelf a Thozough Set; 


L fragus.” (H. 1... 


Hitherto the Succeſſion had been Regul 


tlement, by deſtraying_ all the Sed Royal except . one 
who was Ha kom ber (c). And now, 3 


wanting to make her a Lawjul Sovereign that can 


3 


—— 
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(5) Gror, in 2 Chron, aii. 1. 2 
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86 The flor HISTORY 
be "pleaded by any other Ufutper? *Tis plain; 
the wanted nothing but the Hereditary Righc: For 
the had a full Poſſeſſion of ſix Years, the Pro- 
vidence (as they call it) of Succeſs ,. and the 
People's Submiſſion, and no other Pꝛetender 
m view, to interrupt her: And yet as © God loves 
© to ſhew himſelf; and in an eminent manner to 
c take part with Right and Juſtice againſt thoſe 
© mighty Oppreſſors of the Earth, who, like an 
whe co Flood, would bear down all before' 
* them ” (a), fo, in this Caſe, when ſhe leaſt 
dreamed of it, Foaſh, the Right Heir by Birth (who 
had been miraculouſly preſerved indeed by Provi- 
dence) was unexpectedly produced, and teſtoꝛed, and 


the Ulurper juſtly deſtroyed; And then (notwithſtand- 


ing their forced Salniſſion to her during her Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Power) all the gs of the Land re- 


iced, and the City was quiet, after that they had Slain 
/ rer with the Sword (b)! _ 


Here we have a clear Light, whereby to diſtin- 


4 gu uiſh the publick Good, from all ſpeciouf”Pretencts. 


or we cannot doubt, but this Ufzyper would (as 
all others uſually do) blind the People's Eyes, with 
auſible Profeſſions, and Declarations, how much 
the publick Good would be advanced by her fillin 
the Throne, and particularly, how 9 it "li 
be better for them to have a Perſon of Age and 
Experience, than a Child to be their Prince, and 4 
Babe to rule over them (c) : And yet we find, that 
the publick Good and Tranquillity was not truly 
obtained in this Caſe, till Tha Next-Natural- box | 
Heir, tho? a tender Infant, was reſtored to his Right Ee 
oſe 


even at the Expence of the * Uſurper” 8 Life, and the 


of her Adberents. 


And 
WY Tilott Serm. Apr. os 1690. * . x 2 x. a. 


20. 2 Chro. xxiii. IN (e 198 i. 4. 


b. ind . ut Wig 
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Quo 


i * 


zi. 


tbe Regal Succ aan, &c. * 


| And further, it is well worthy of Obſervation, 


out Treaſon !. Treaſon (b) (or, as it is in the 


that, notwitſtanding Mr. Whiſton-afteits to call every 
Thing a King or Queen (a) which, right or wrong, 
can get a Crown upon its Head: Yet the Holy:Ghoſt 
(by whoſe Inſpiration theſe ſacred Books were 
w ring, never fon gives: — Title of 
Queen, thou e was in Poſſeſſion, but appropri» 
— the 2 Titles to the Rightful King, tho”. 

K King no leſs than 


out of Poſſeſſion ; calling Joa 
five ſeveral times, even before his Reſtoration (where 
by *tis manifeſt, the Holy Ghoſt” grounded his 


_ Title upon his.'Pzorimity of Blood only). And 
yet, when the Ufurper ſaw the King ſtanding in 


his place in the Temple, ſhe could have the Af- 
ſurance to pervert the Meaning of Words, crying 


tuagint, A Plot! A Plot!) though in Truth, ſſe 
ky ſelf wy greateſt Tai. 0 „%% rigid = 
For, it is truly obſerved; by a Divine before 
quoted, that & after God had dance ſettied tlie 
“ Succeſſion of the Crown of Muel, in King De- 
« id's Family, and particularly on King Hemm s 
Iſſue by Primogeniture, it was High Treaſa for 


- +66 any to put by the Lawful'' i: Heir and Succeſ- 


<« for, although the ſaid Heir was an Holater and 


< never ſo bad, as to either Faith or - Manners (H. 


For the better Proof whereof, he quotes that In- 


terrogation of Elihu to Job; Shall even he that' ba- 


rerh | Right govern ? & c. Where the Paint of Jurerre- 


_ gation Is altogether Affirmative, and implies;-that 
he that hateth Right, ſhall and ought, (however, wo 
' govern, when he Has a Lawful Tie ſo to do; and may 


not be excluded or depoſed undet that Pretence 


of his wart of Grace. Nay, and *tis declared even 
by the Kirk of Scotland, and their Friends in Ex- 
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dence there is between Ulürpation and Faltt 


85 The ſbort HISTORY of 
Lend in their Cox of Faith, That no Differbuce 
in Religion, of even Infidelity, does N To 
Lethe Right of the King (a). F uc 
Vor is it loſi-remirkabie, chi; ade: N 
was given to kill the Ulurper and her Adherents, 
none were ſlain with with her, but only Maran, 


the Prieſt of Baal (b). From whence we may 
judge of the conſtant and inſeparable Correſpons 


(or Immozal Mozchip; whereas no ſooner; was. tlie 
Kight Heir Reſtoted, but the True Religion "= 
alſo Reſtored, und pratected by hunn. 
Before I leave-this/Caſe, An Chübe Proper to. 
bo 1 Notice of the Conduck of Jehoiada, 
igh-Prieft * Becauſe. from the part that he 
7 jake — the Depoſition of Athaliah, 5 the Refto- 
rurion of Joaſh, ſome pretence has been taken (by 
Certain Weak, or, FattiousPapiſts):ito favour the 
Pope 8 having a Por to Depole Princes: But with 
Bow little Reaſon will eaſily appear. For it has 
been already dhewn, That Athaliah' was not a 
2Mueen but a meer Ulurper; And therefore, to 
argue from hen Caſe, to that Seer Printe, is 
abfurd and ridienldus. Beſides, it is plain, that 
what Jehbida did, was not by virtue of any Zccle- 
faſtical. Aurbonm : Her he was not only (in right 
of his Wife) the Prachein Amits (as the Lawyers 
hlt) on vert df n, to the Ru infant but, by 
the Special Piovidence of Cd (which is moſt dgon- 
p icuous in the Pratrction and Preſervution of Laws 
ArtPzinces) weg alſo become the Guardian and Pro- 
rector of his ſacred Perſon Leg, Nor! did! he do:any 
-thiing, till be fu firſt ſtrengthehed himſelf, oby 
he Bent to Am e * voy TI Md af the 


3 1 eee e A rack, 
8 5 3 . 
6 9 Cap, 23. oy 2 Kin. x, mY 2 a: 8 h 17. . xi. 


4 
CY YI 
'2, Cv. NI. IT; "+ N IJ n 45 0 


dee dier 7. 71 


the Regal Succeſſion, &c ! 89 


| Levites, and the Fathers of Iſrael (a) as he thought 


fit, for his Aſſiſtance. Neither did he any more, 
than what every pꝛivate Subject lawfully might and 


ought to do: And for this he produced àa very goo 


Warrant from the Word of God, Behold (ſays he) 
che King's Son ſhall reign, as the Lo2d hath laid 
of the Sons of David (), which is admitted to 


| have been a Divine Entail (c). From which alone 


(if we had nothing elſe to the ſame purpoſe) we 
may perceive that it was the wait of this Divine 
Hereditary Right which made Athaliah an Uſurper; 


and not that of the Choice of the People, (as 2 1 


WWhiſton inſinuates) (d). Nor indeed can we reaſona- 
bly ſuppoſe, that ſhe had not the Choice of 
the People (or at leaſt ſome thing that often paſſes 


tor their. Conſent) ſince the was able to maintain 


herſelf in the Throne ſo many Years, and the 
King had no Sanctuary left but the Temple 
the won: However, as that was a Place 0 the” 


_ greateſt Security to the Lord's Vi ſregerent, ſo the 


High Prieſt was the only Perſon qualified" to have 
the Care of him there; and conſequently the on- 
ly one who could Reſtore him to his Longing Subjectr. 
In ſhort, ſo far is this Caſe from ſerving the Pj 4 
Turn, or making good His Prerenfions, that (as ſome 
Moderate Papifts themſelves confeſs) “ it cprovethy. 
« nothing, but that it is Lawful for a Sate or 
«© Commoy-Wealth to Depoſe an Uſurper and Re⸗ 
ce {toze the true Beit to his Right; and not chat He 


F bad any Authority to Pepoſe any Lamfil Prince, 
were heotherwiſe neuer ſo exorbitant in Life, Manners - 1 


8 4 er or cruel in his Government ” ( 25 55 
1 N + © +. & BY, 
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| 7 = 2 Chron, ui. 16. vii. 18. (e) Sherl. Cafe of Alle 
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3 The ſhort: HISFOR Fof 


By chis Reſfozat ion of Jou was the Hereditary 


Surcceſſion turn'd again into its right Courſe. And 


tho” it was ſoon after inter rupted by a new Con- 
ſpiracy of ſome of his 'Rebeltions Subjechs, who ſutcceſ- 
ſively flew Him (a), and his Son Amaxiab (b): Vet, 
in neither Caſe, tho” che Huber was ſlain, were even 
thoſe Rebels and Harricides hardy enough to Juſtify" 
that Regicide, much leſs to attempt the Excluſion 
of the Right Peir from his Inheritance; but, as 
Joaſh was regularly ſucceeded by Amaxiab his Son 
and Heir, ſo was Amari as by Uzzialr (or \Atariah) 
his Son and Heir, and He By Jot ham his Son and 
Aa) r eue nA 
Here again our Inpartiat Stripture Paliticiam (who! 
catches at every Occaſion to diſparage the Right 
af Proximity of Blood) triumphs at the Bxpreflion' 
of the People s making Azariah King, (4) &c. Here 
(ſays he) © it is very plain, that it was not any 
Indefeaſtble Right of Primogtniture, but the Unani- 
mous Choice-Or Recognition of the People that mad 
be * him: King T! 0 e). För which; nevertheleſs, he 


has ng other Warrant, but "the vulgar! Phraſe in 


the Tranflation : Andi thar is not to be under- 


food of the People's giving a Right of Govirnmont to 


* 


the Ring; but only that they put Him in actual 


Boffeſſion of the Regal Power, to whom it belenged 


% 


by Right. of: Frimogeniture (as I have obſerved above) 
and pnid their Homage ahd. Allegiause to him ac- 


C Or dingly. + : 


Before I proceed, I muſt ſtop to: confider the 
. Force. of; rheir Argument, who would make Vz- 


Ziah's Caſe: a Precedent: for. the Pops or-Prople's' 


Depoling Princes. - ?T1s true, he was a Lawful 


Ning z: 
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> viv. 19. (6) 2 Chro. xi. cone 
*. / He). 2 Kin ui ii 21. . 21 ——xv: 7. 2 Chro. 
a 27... 123. (4) 2 Kin. u 2 A Chro 
X#XV3. 1. (e] Seript. Polit. p. 45. . 
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| the Chaſtiſement of God Almighty | 
to be, as we alſo do every Day acknowledge him, 


_ the" Regal. Vaccaſſian, &c. 91 
King; and the Record ſays, when he went into the 
Terkle af cthe Lord to ue Meg ee ices with 
flood him (a). But if we: confider, that VT s 


Invading- and Intruding himſelf into the Higb- 


Prieſt's Office, was Death by the Lam of God (H, ſurely 


we ſhall find Reaſon to think, that the Behaviour 


of the Priefts was very Dutiful, to Expoſtulate 


with him (as they did) concerning his great Of- 


fence, in order only to prevent their Savereign from 
committing a deadly Sin: For they did not pre- 
ſume to offer him any Violence, but left him to 
(whom they knew 


the only Ruler of Princes); who thereupon puni- 
ſhed his: Preſumption with the Plague of Leproſy. 


Then indeed, we read that they thruft him oοm. But 


we are told, at the ſame time, that himſelf ha⸗ 
ſted alſo-to-go out becauſe the Lord had Smitten him; 
which plainly ſhews, that there was, even then, 
0 Violence offer d him... Neither was he ever De- 
poſed from his Sovereignty (as ſome uduld inſinu- 
ate): But, being a Leper unto the Day if his Death, 
he was thereby incapable of any Buſineſs, and obli- 


ged to dwell alone (c); and therefore, Jotham his 


Son was over the King's Houſe, judging the People f the 
Land (d), not as King, but as the "King's 'Vicegertht 
only, during his Father's Life. And this, by the 
way, affords us a very good Remark,” what is to 
be done, in caſe of a King's being a Lunatich, an 


Idiot, or under any other-perſonal Incapactty to 


anſwer the Ends of Government, viz. that the Next in 
Blood that is Capable, ought to govern, tho". not 
in his own Name, but in the Name of the King, 
and by his Authority, as Jotham did, during his 
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92 Ide fort HISTORTof 
Father's Zeproſy : For *twas after Uzziah's* Death, 
and not before, that Jotham, his Son, reigned in 
bis Stead. (a) :i And he was ſucceeded by Abax, his 


Son and Heir; and he, by Hezekiah his Son and 


Heir; and he, by Manaſſeh his Son and Heir; and 
he, by Amon his Son and Heir (h); againſt whoſe 
reſpective Hereditary Right, even Mr. Whiſton him- 
ſelf can make no Objettion, except that extraor- 
dinary one, concerning their Mother's Name (c) 
(before ſufficiently expoſed); under colour where- 
of alone, he has ventured to diſparage all or moſt 
of them, contrary to Scripture, Reaſon, and (for 
ought I can yet ſee) Common Senſe ! But in the Caſe 
of Manaſſeh, 1 own, he makes a+ very pertinent 
and uſeful Obſervation. For indeed, © it will 
* here deſerve our Attention, that. during the 
time of Maraſſeh's Captivity at Babylon, the 
< Nation did not (vote the Throne Matant and) 
< ſet up another King: But owned him for their 
e King all the while, notwithſtanding ſuch his 
% Abſence and Impriſonment ; and when he was 
ec brought again to Jeruſalem, he thereby was brought 
< again (d) (that is Reſtozed), to his Kingdom alſo, 


without any new Difficulty ”* (e). To which 


I ſhall take leave to add another to the ſame 'pur- 
poſe: And that is, That after Nebuchadnezzar's ha- 
ving been in a State of Madneſs (or, as it is called 
in the Scripture, driven to dwell with the Beaſts of 
the Field) for ſcven Years ;; no ſooner did his Reaſon 
return to him, but his Loꝛds and his Counſellors 
ought" unto. him, and he was Eſtabliſhed in (that is 
Reſtored to) his Ringdom (7); the Line of Syrcef- 


ff 
(a) 2 Chro. xxvi. 23, (0) 2 Kin xv. 38. ö. 20 


M. 21, — xi. 18. 2 Chro. xx. . Rv. 27. — 
xxxli. 3 Jo ei. 20. (c) Script. Pol. p. 20. (A) Il. þ. 
46. 10) i Coro. xxxiii. 13. . Dax. iu. . 


= Regal Succeſſion, &c. 2 
ſon having not been broke, nor the People diſ- 
i charged from their Allegiance on that Account. 
Y And it is farther remarkable, that the Lord, in whoſe. 
1 Hand the Hearts of Kings are, and who turneth them 
1 whitherſoever he will (a), was pleaſed to change both 
ftheſe Princes, from wicked and Cruel ones, to become 
2 truly Penitent. LEO PSS: - 
.- Butl muſt alſo obſerve, that theſe two Caſes do 
) flatly contradict another Remark of our Scripture Po- 
litician, where, ſpeaking of the Duty of Subjects to 
their Lamſul Kings, he accounts them bound to 


. bear patiently the Hardſhips they endure, till it pleaſe 
8 God, by their Death or otherwiſe, to deliver them. 


I fay, by Death or otherwiſe (ſays he): for we 


n ce may obſerve, that uy other Method of Provi- 
e © xe which removes ſuch a , or Oppreſſor 
* 6 from the Government over us, does alſo deliver us 


1) « from our Obligation to Obedience to him; there 
CR ” being in all the Bible, I think, no Obedience 
« ever required to any other Prince or Power, 
“ than that which actually has Dominion over 
Men (b). Now I would ask Mr. Whiſton, whe- 
ther he does not look upon Manaſſeb and Nebu- 


0 chadnezzar to have been otnerwiſe removed Provi- 
67 dence from the Government over their reſpective Sub- 
"ll jets, before they were finally removed by Death? 
00 And, if ſo, whether, during ſuch other Removal, 


their Subjects were delivered from their Obligation of 
of Obedience to them? And whether, upon ſuch ſuppoſed 
Deliverance, any other Object of Allegiance, was appli- 


Ns ed unto, and placed in the Vacant Throne? But ſince 
15 nothing of this can be pretended N 
1 has "obſerved the contrary, as above) I ſhall pro- 
jon n | wee.” 1 63 
n ceed to Amon the Son of Manaſſebh, whom cer- 
= tain of his Rebellious Servants conſpired againſt and 
llew ;, yet, neither, in this Caſe, was the Righr 
20. 3 3 72 9 5 % 63 * EE ONT = hi, 
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I 
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of Succeſſion, by Proximity of Blood; defeated : But 
the People of the Land (well ſenſible both of the Hei- 
nouſneſs of that Treaſon and Regicive, and of their 
indiſpenſible Duty in ſuch a Caſe) ſlew all them that had 
conſpired again King Amon; And the Peopie of the 
Land made (or rather Recognized) Joſiah his S 
King in his ſtead (c). And he, being then but a 
Child (5), his Caſe affords us this uſeful Obſerva- 


tion, that the People, even in thoſe Troubleſome Times, 


never thought of breaking through the Law of Go 
and Nature, under any Pretence of the- Publick 


Good, but readily admitted the next Natural. 


Bets (tcho' a tender Infant), and moreover the Son 
of a wicked and Idolatrous Father, to his Father's 
Hereditary Throne, according to their Natural Al- 
legiance. For which their Loyalty, they were. ſuf- 
ficiently rewarded, by God Almighty, who made 
hat Infant ſuch a Pong to his People, that like 
unto him was there no King before him, that turned to 
the Lord, with all his Heart, aud with all his Soul, 
and with all bis Might, according to all the Law of Mo- 
ſes, neither after him aroſe there any like him (c); and 
his Reign was prolonged, for the Public Good in- 
deed, to Thirty and One Tears (d). So that theſe 
Loyal Jews preſerved their Loyalty and Allegiance 
for the Pablick Good ; whereas they who renounce 
their Natural Allegiance, under Colour of the Pub- 
lick Good, very often find themſelves diſappointed; 
and inſtead thereof are the Cauſe: of their .Cduns 


try's Ruin! 


« * * " 


One Inftance whereof (tho? every Reader may 


_ eafily recollett others) follows immediately upon the 


Death of this Good Joſiah... For the People of the 
Land took Jehgahaz, the Son of Joſiah, anointed 


2 


1 K 


— * 77"? N Wy = 1 r — i. 8 | goons 
(a) Kin. xx. 24. 2 Chro. xxxiii. 25. (b) 2 Kin. xvii. 1. 2 
Chro. xwxxiv. 1. (c) 2 Kin. xiii, 25. (ad) 2 Kit, xi. 1. 2 


Chro. xxxiv. J. — et (a) 


„ K . 4il.T oo oats r ad. W #£&4\ Pa key ( rus 


the Regal Sacceſſion, Kc. 93 


im, aud made him King in his Father's Bead (a): by 
the Compariſon of whoſe Age, with that of his 
Brother Fliakim. (H), we ſhall find Elialim to have 
been “the Elder Brother to Jehoabax, and-conſe- 
e quently the Right Heir to the Crown: But he be- 
& ing 1 8 refuſed, the Tounger was ſet up; and 
ce it ſucceeded accordingly (c). However this is 
the leſs ſtrange, if we conſider either the Natural 


Reſult of Popular, Conventions (which generally | 


gin in Hregularity, and end in Confuſion), or 
Reta of heir” Aﬀairs at that 4015 a er, 28 
in Toſtal/s Days) there were great Wars betwixk the 
Kings of Egypt and Aſſria (the two conſtant Ene- 
mies, and Rival-Neighbours of the Jews) ſo, being 
in faſt Friendſhip with the Latter, he was of courle 


liable. to be evil-treated by the Former. And of 


this he was ſo ſenfible, That no ſooner did the 
Egyptian draw his Sword. againft the Afyrian,. than 
Joſiah made Head agamft him; in which Quarrel 
he was flain (d). After whoſe Death (the Aſyriar 
being fill their Aly) they, for the Publick Good 
(as probably, in thoſe Circumſtances, it might ap- 
pear to them) venturing to'break through all Laws 
and Rights, in a Caſe of Netefſity, and forgetting 
the old Maxim, Nihil Utile, niſi quod fit, Honeſtum, 


preferr'd the Toungen Brother (who was. of their 


Fackion, and ſo the more fit for their Turn) before 
the Elder. But, alas! ſuch were the ſeries, in, 


ſtead of Benefirs, enſuing upon that. Fara! Revolution, 


That, that very Breach in the Conſtitution, not only 
adminiſtred ſufficient, Gauſe of Dylſentions. among 
themſelves, but alſo gave the Aras a. good Han- 
dle for a freſh Invaſion; which he taking hold of, 

Depoſed 


— 
_ 
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(q) 2 Kin. xi. 30. 2 Chro. xxxvi. 1: (b) 3 Kin. xx. 31, 
36. 2 Chr. xxwvi 2755. Nerd (2 Kin. . 


20. 2 Chr, xxxv. 20. 
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Depoſed the Vſurper, and Reſtored the Right Heir to 


His Father's Throne. Where it is obſervable, That, 
as often, as the People went about to ſecure them- 


ſelves by ſubtle Devices and Contrivances of their 
own, in Breach of the Laws of Ged and Nature, ſo 
& often they were foiled and baffled, and overcome 
« by their Enemies: But when they put their Truſt 
<« in God, and committed themſelves to his Pro- 
a tection, he preſerv'd and deliver d them from 


_ © the greateſt Dangers (2). Thus here we read, 


That Pharaoh Nechoh made Eliakim, the Son of Jo- 
fiah, King, in the room of Joſiah his Father (b):. which 
3s the mdre remarkable (in Favour of the Primoge: 
geniture) becauſe, tho Jehoahaz had been ſome time 
In Poſſeſſion of the Throne, yet, neither is there the 
Jeaft Record of any of his Alls, nor even ſo much 
as the bare mention of him as King; but his pe 
tenced Reign ſtands as it were, in a Parentheſis, and 
his Elder Brother, the King de Fure, 18 recor ed 
King immediately from their Father's Death. _ 
Thus was the Yereditary Succeſſion regularly 
maintained in the Kingdom of Judah, according to 
the Divine Right of Pꝛimogeniture: till Nehuchad- 
ne x ⁊ar, coming up, put the Kingdom under a Tr;- 
bute, and afterwards, returning, carried all together 
into Captivity to Babylon 75 
is true indeed, it pleaſed God to reſtore theſs 
two Loyal Tribes to their own Country again; but 
fill, as they were even then under a kind of Vaſſa- 


| lage to the Neighbouring Potentates, and therefore 


not capable of enjoying the Rights "of a Free and 
Independant Government, J hall take no further 
Notice 2 them. 


Nor 


me ens. oe 


——_— 


0 Stillingfl. Serm. Novy. 13- 1678, 5. 30. WT 2 Kin, . 
34. 
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. Nor will it ſeem ſtrange, chat the Succeſſion in 
the Kingdom of Hrael was not as regular too, as that 
of Judah, to any, Who will but obſerve the Founda- 


tion of that Government. 


 ”Tis true, there is a Clou of a Divine Right in 
the Eſtabliſhment thereof. For we read, That; 
when the Lord was angry with Solomon, He aid unto, 
him, I wil ſurely'rend the "Kingdom from thee, aud will 
give it to thy Servant (a: And again, to troboam Him- 
{elf; by the Mouth of the Prophet Abijab, Behold, 
Iwill rend the Kinodom out of the Hand of Solomon, 
and will give Ten Tribes to the .und I will take thee, 
and thou ſhalt reign according to all that thy Soul defireth; 
and ſhalt be King over Iſrael (þ). Yet, nevertheleſs, 
it is to be obſerv'd, that all this is no more than a 
Prophetical Hetlaration of what God would ſuffer to 
befal the Houſe of Solomon for their Sins. For we 
find no Anointing, nor any other Evidence or Token 
of a Divine Commiſſion ever given to Jeroboam, as had 
been given before to Saul and David: But rhe People 
Y ſent and called him out of Egypt; and when they had 
0 got ſuch a popular Man at their Head, they had the 
{- Inſolence to offer Terms of a Conditional Obedience to 
their Natural Sovereign, or to make a Claint of Right, 
as one preſumes to call it (c). And here indeed we 
N ſee the Hand of God, That he cauſed Rehoboam, to 
ſe prefer the pernicious Advice of his Toung Men, to 
t the ſage Counſel ot his Father's grave Counſellors ; 
a For (thus far) the Cauſe was from the Lord (d), who, 
e infatuating Rehoboam, made him contribute to his 
d own Chaſtiſment. And beſides, that Promiſe of the 
er Lord (if ſuch it may be eſteemed) to Jeroboam, was, 
but Conditional----if thou wilt hearken unto all that I 
command thee, and wilt walk in my Ways (e), &c. 
| 4 Op which 


r WT ea TT EF a 7 


ad ©. 4 a -— 4 


= 


. te +43" AD OD 4 


or 

-_ 2 - £ — FNC — — = —— 1D rt — 
uw () i Kin: #. 11. (5) 37, 7. (e) Bradb. Son 
55 F Tabeal: (a) x Kin. ii. 15. 1 Chr. x. 15. (e) . Kin. xi. 38: 


* 
2 
3 


— 2 ES — == FE 2 n 3 * > - 
I 2X 9 — - 0 wy Eg —.ꝗ— — = 8 
— : 2x r = oo — => — TEE 1 
— — c = EE ++ "==: = ho —Y 
* 


— —— — x. IE a 


= et 2 
* 2 
© . +6 
A 
bn * 
= Sas 
—_ < 


"6 2. __ 
ny a — 
4 - * 
abt; = == ous — 
— — 
3 ”T * * 
= — 


70 
. e 
* TM * 

} 505 "ny 

ig 
* - 4 Kc 
. 1 

7 
„ 
YE J * 
„ 
** 4 21 
mx) *. 
4?” 

KP : 
"IK ; 
8 

= - 
4 N 1 

— 

*4 

Ao 
1 + IP 
8 
4 * 5 

4 . - 

1 2084 
d.. 
A 

In \ : 
4 * 
. 
* 

% : 
6 57 9 
We. Oh © 
Lo "4 

— +! 53 
8 » 
100 

13 * C 

a5 
5 * 

* 

1 

1 * 
4 

. j 

= 

. . 
- - 

Fl N 
1. 

* 

- 4 
N 
1 

In) IT 

* ; 
. 
4 

* 3 8 
3 

* 94 
+* | 

1 

„ 

. 

„ 

1 * 

+ | * 
* 

£ 
« 


g8 The fbort HISTORTof | 
which Condition he was the furtheſt; from perform- 
ing on his part; ſo that he could found no Divine 
Right upon ſuch Expreſſions, whatever they 
were. Neither is it enough to give him a Title to 
what he could get, or to excuſe him from the Guilt 
of Treaſon, that he was the Executor of God's Decrees 
againſt his Lamful Sovereign. For, if ſo, Abſalom 
had as fair a Pretence to it, according to Divine 
Prediction, where God uſes the very ſame Phraſe, 
ſaying to David J Will raiſe up Evil againſt thee, 
out of thine own Houſe, and J will tate thy Wives be- 
fore thine Eyes and give them unto thy Neighbour, and 
he ſhall lie with thy Wives in the Sight of the Sun (a). 
And no leſs plauſible was that of Zimri, who is 
recorded to have deſtroyed: all the Houſe of Baaſha, 
according to the Word of the Lord, which he ſpake againſt 
Baaſha, by Jehu the Prophet (b). Such alſo was the 
the Cale of Shallum's. Kill g Zachariah, according 
to the Word of the Lord (c). And yet he muſt have 
unwarrantable Aſſurance, who ſhall pretend from 


thence, that either Abſalom Zimri, or Shallum, had 


any Divine Right to do as they did, or that they 
were any other than Sturdy Rebels. | 
And it is very well worthy of our Remark, in 


Relation to the Vublick Good of ſuch Revolurions, 


That God Almighty, in puniſhing Irregular Princes 
commonly makes uſe of the greateſt Tyrants, and 
moſt. hardned Sinners, to be the Firebrands of his 
Wrath, that by means of their Cruelty and want 


of Clemency, his People might the ſooner be 


reduced to a due Senſe of Religion and Lopalty ; 


which are inſeparable Companioas. Thus he 


ſuffered certain of the worſ# of the Heathen Na- 
tions to remain among his People, in the Land of 
| Promiſe 


— 


(a) 2 Sam. xvi, 11. (6) 1 Kin, xv. 12. (c 2 King xv. 
12, CE bs 


[000 OT" 
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promiſe; as Thorns in their Sides, that through 
them he miobht prove his People Iſrael (4): Thus 


| David, for His Sins, was puniſhed by his moſt D- 


dutiful, Unnatir al, and Rebellioi.s Son (b) : Thas the 1 
dolatrous Houſe of Ahab was deſtroyed and rooted 
out by Jehu an Idolater, and Haxael, a Monſter ferns | 
Men; both of them expreſl raiſed up for tha 

purpoſe (c): And the Sins of Solomon Hefe Were 


puniſhed by Jerolnam, whoſe peculiar Characteri 


ſtick it is, "that HimolF" aid Siu, and male Aſrael 


to Sin (d). et 213 NHL, 


Such, Lade none chef was the Foundation "of | 
his Government. For Jeroboan himſelf, though 
he was indeed the Inſtrument of Gods Ven eance a- 
gainſt the Houſe of Solomon, for their Idolatry and 
other Sins (e), yet, becauſe he and his Party did 
not regard the Will of the Lord in their Revolt but 


their own mutinous Will ' and Humour: therefore 
are they Condemned by the Lomi, for having ſet up 
Kings, but not by him, Princes and he diem it not ( 7); fothat 


the Voice af the Prople was not the Voice of God! And 


ſo is that. Rivolurion called a Rebellion a "and 
conſequently'is” -not to be drawn into Precedent. 


Neither is it ſtrange, that he ſhould” Peak 


through the Laws of Srrerſſon, who, in the fram- 


ing of his Nem Government, Tor ſbok the very. Fun- 
damental Daws of Religion, and fell away from 


the Lord, to the Worſhip" of Idol,! For, after he 


had rent the. Kingdom from the Houſe of David, 
he found it Neceſſary, for che better ſupporting 
himſelf therein, to make a Schilm in the Church 
too. And, For: this he Pound a „ eee in the 


Altar 
(a) Judg- 11. 3, —22. 00 2 Sam. i. 9. — xv. 13. () 
T Kin. . 29. in. 1 Kin. XiX. IF. Wy, ik — XIU. 
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100 The ſhort HISTORT of | 
Altar, which Aaron (through an inexcuſable Weak- 
neſs) had erected to his Alten Calf in the Wil- 
derneſs; Not conſidering, how much the Lord was 
proypkedita Anger thereby, and what an Atone- 
ment (a] was made, before Aaron, and his Adherents, 


could be cleared from the Malady: and Contagion 


7 


hus we ſee. the Frailties aud Tufirmities of Good 


os 7 


Alen, are oſtentimes ſought out, to juſtify, or excuſe 


the ;Iapieties and Immozalities of 'Wicked Ones; 
though tis oy certain, that Ten Thouſand Pre- 
gedeuts are not Sufficient to legitimate one Act which 
is either Unlawful. in it ſelf, or expreſly prohibi- 
ted by the Law of God. Accordingly Jeroboam, 
knowing, that true Religion is no Friend to an Un, 
J Title, made two Calves for the People to Wor- 
ip; ſaying Behold thy.Gods O Ifrael, which brought 
thee ap out of the Land of Egypt (b). And for this 
he pretended the Publick Good, and the Benefit, 
as well as Eaſe, which would ariſe to the People, by 
a Toleration or Judulgence in reſpeck of the Uni- 
fon Wozſhip eſtabliſhed in the Temple of the 
Lord: It is tas much for you (ſaid he) to go wp to 
Jeruſalem —— ! Whereas, in truth, his only Aim 

was his own Pzivate.Jntereſt. For (whatever he 
deelared with his Lips) he ſaid in his Heart, now 
ſual the Kingdom return ro the Houſe of David: if 


theſe People go ap to Sabrifice in the Houſe of the Lord, 


at Jeruſalem, then ſhall the Heart of this People turn 
gain unto their Kod, even unto Rehoboam, King 
of Judah, and they ſpall kill me, and go again to Re- 


hoboam, Xing of Judah, (c). So conſcious was 


Jeroboam himſelf of his Uſurpation, that he could 
not but, in his own Heart, confeſs the Right of Reho- 
8 f G 6 0 33 3 3 3 ; We | 0 boam 


— 2 _— 


* 
« 2 - 
— Ps - 2 „ — 
—— 9 * 
_ * * 


(a) Exod. weil, — Deut. r. (3). 1 Kin. xii. 28. (c | 


hoam (that he was their Log ſtill, notwithſtand- 
ing himſelf was in Poſſeſſion of che Kingdom of 
Iſtuel, with the full Conſent of the People there: 
of) and the 2 Puniſhment which himſelf de- 
| ſerved and might juſtly expect (to be killed) for 
his Rebellion and Uſurpation,;: A plain Evidence 
this, that Zehoboars had. not loft his Title to the 
Jen Tribes by that Revolution; and that Poſſeſſion 
and the People's Conſent and Recognition is no 
Sufficient Title to 4 Throne, in ſuch Hereditary Coun- 
trys, eſpecially (as ir. Whiſton Suggeſts) in Barr 
He knew he had no Reaſon to truſt in God, to es 
ſtabliſh him, in what ('tis plain) he was only per- 
mitted to poſſeſs. And therefore, he contrived to 
make New Gods and a New Worſbip! which ſhould 
ſave the People the Trouble of gaing up to ſerve Gad, 
(according to his own Command) at Jeryſalexs, and 
conſecrated Pꝛieſis, ſuitable thereto, af the Lamel 
of the People (H, (as moſt fit to ſerve his Turn); well 
knowing, that, to keep his People in Forgerfulneſs = 
and Ignorance of the True God, was the maſt likes 
ly way to keep them from recovering a Senſe of 
their Natural , Allegiance to. their Lawful King ! 
which verifies the Obſervation. of a Leawed Divine, 
that © whatever, the Pretences are, how fair and 
© popular ſoever, in the Oppolition Men mae to 
© Authority, Ambition and private Diſcontent are 
c the true Beginners of them: But theſe muſt be 
covered over with the deepeſt Diſinulation, with 
« moſt vehement - Proteſtations, to the coutrary 
“ nothing muſt be talked of, but a mighty Zeal 
4 for Religion and the Publick: Intereſt. — But if 
c Fair Pretences, and Glorious Titles will ſerve: to 
« cheat the People into their own Miſeries, and 
| the 
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iN ce the ſad Effects of Rebellion, they ſhall never want 
. „ thoſe who will enſlave them for the ſake of 
3 & Liberty, undo them for the Publick Good, and de- 
0 © ſfroy them with deſigns of Reformation. For 
4% < nothing is more Popular than Rebellion in the 
5 ce beginning, nothing leſs in the Iſſue of it. And 
* te the only true Reaſon that it is ever ſo, is from 
5 cc the want of Wiſdom and judgment in the Ge- 
5 ce nerality of Mankind, who ſeldom ſee to the 
1 £ End of Things, and hardly biſtinguiſh between 
bs. c the Names and Nature of them, till their own 
We < dear-bought iy 1.527 hath tau ght them the 
5 „ Difference 25 

. Thus the Ten Rebelliou Tribes, breaking off from; 
a 5 an! ſetting up a Falſe Altar of their own, againſt 
| the Trae One of Judah, were guilty of the dreadful 
a Sin of Schiſm, t ough they were the much greater 
Py Number: And therefore, whoever joined with them, 

31 did but Fotlow a 'Pultitude to vo Evil, contrary 


te God's expreſs Command (b); whereby we are 


EF =: * 3 2 =" 2 x * * 


Ny taught, that it is not the Number of the Advocates, 
5 but the Weight and Truth of the Cauſe, that is, to be 
20 regarded. 

. This the Priefts of the Lord, and the Levites aig 
* ſuch others” as feared God, were truly ſenſible of; 

ads appears by their Leaving their Poſleſſions , * 
* Withdrawing from ihe Communion ok the Schil⸗ 
* maticks, and Reconciling themſelves to the True 
bl. Church and their Lawful [| King. For the Prieſts, 
N and the Levites, that were in all Itrael en to wo 
3 (King Rehoboam) out of all their Coaſts —, And, 
= after ” Min, out of all the Tribes of Iſrael, ſuch as ſet 
| - Their Mearts to ſeck the Loꝛd God of Ifrael, came to 


5 8 to Sen ice unto the Lord God of their Thr 
| thers 


3 2 . * A 
— 7 x5. 


—_ 


fo) Stillingfl. Serm. 30 January 1668. P. 14. (5) Exod, wilt, 
2. (c) 2 Chro. xi. 33, | ft | 
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for the High Places, and for the Devils, and fur the 
Calves which he had made (a); which was the mary 


the Regal Suceſn, Ke. = 203 


_thezs . And this was the Reaſon, becauſe Jerolnam, 


and his Sens, had, by pretended. Stare- As, Depzib-⸗ 
cd them, and caſt. whom off. from Executing the Prieff's 
Dffice anto the Lord, and had Oꝛzdained him Prieſts 


Commencement of the Schiſm. 
And in this miſerable State of Rebellion and 
Schiſm (together with the Natural Conſequents 


thereof, Idolatry and other Jmmozality in Worſhip), 


the Ten Tribes continued, till they were en 
and led into Caprivity: Amongſt all their Ninereer = 
Kings, not having one, who feared. God, but this 


" IS pe Character o them all, 7 they Sinned, and 


made Iſrael to Sin; Neither was there any Kegu- 
lar Succeſſion or Government among them, but 

making Parties among the People, one forcibly 
pulled down another, and by the like Force (only) 


Reigned in his ſtead. 


In this Apoſtacy of the Ten Tries it is 7 
ple, That a Prophet of the Lord was expreſly ſent to 
Berbel, to cry againſt the Altar which Jeroboam 
had Schiſmaticall Y ſet up, in Oppoſition to the A- 
tar of the Lord at Jeruſalem And though he was 
much importuned, to refreſh | himſelf there, he 
utterly KM it, ſay ing, I thou wilt give me half 
thine Houſe, I will not go in with thee, neither will I 
eat Bread, zor dink Mater in this Place; for fo it 


| was Charged me by the Wozd of the Low (b). 


Afterwards, though the Lord did not think fie; 
to ſuffer Rehoboam to reduce [/rael to his Obedience, 
yet he gave them into the Hands of Abijab his Son, 
who, with an Army of Four Hundred Thouſand (in 
a moſt Exemplary manner) defeated Jeroboam's 
Army of Ig Hundred Thouſand, TY Five E. 

dre 


3 


b 
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* Wos ſand of them on the Spot (e). Which 
was the moſt compleat, and remarkable Victory, 
that we read of in the whole Bible, and ſomething 


more than a bare Deliverance (b) (as Mr. Whiſton 


affects to call it): For it was a moſt wonderful Pro. 
videnbe (if he will allow that Providence ever appears on 
the Right Side!) in favour of Heteditaty Right, againſt 
Poſſeffion by Pbpular Election. And this, Ar. Whi- 
fon could not but have clearly diſtinguiſhed, if he 
had peruſed it Impartially (as he pretends) : For 
the Text is not, that God delivered Judah out of the 
Hand of Iſrael, but God delivered Iſrael into the 
Hand ok Judah. Neither did the Uſtrper die with: . 
out Tome remarkable Judgment from Cod; for 


the Text ſays, the L62-Strook him (e). 


Here I muſt beg my Reader's Patience; whilſt ! 


give him an Abſtruct of this Chapter, which con- 
tains ſo Slemmn an Apptal to, and ſgnal Inter poſition 
and Appearance of the Lord himiſelf, in favour of 
the Right Peit of the Houſe of David. 
When the Battle was ſet in Array, Abij ah ſtood 
up, and addrefling himfelf to the Uſurper Jerobo- 
ham, and and all his Army, fad, Owght je 


not to know, That the Lozd God of Iſrael gave 


the Kingdom ober Iſrael; to David for ever, even 
to him and to his Sons by 4 Covenant of Salt. Tet 
Jeroboam —4— 7s riſen up, and hath Rebelled a+ 
gainſt his Lo2d ! And there are gathered unto him Nalin 
Men, the Children of Belial! and have ſtrengthened 
themſelves againſt Rehoboam, the Son of Solomon, 
when Rehoboatn was Young and Tender-hearted, and 
could not withſtand them! And now ye think to withſtand 
che Ringdom of the 197d in rhe Hand of the Sons of 
David : and ye be a great Pultitude, and there are 
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\the Reval: Succeſſion, ; &c. 105 
with you Golden Calves, which jeroboam made you 
for Gods! Have ye not raft out the Phielts of the 
Lozd — and have made you Pꝛieſts after the man- 
ner of the Nations ? —— But at for us; the Lord 
is our God, and we have not forſaken him; and the 


Pꝛieſts which Miniſter unto the Lord are the Sons 


of Aaron —— for we keep the Charge of the Lord 


our God, but ye have forſaken him! And behold, 


God himſelf is with us for our Captain; and his Prieſts 
m Sounding Trumpets, to cry alarm a you 0 
Children of Iſrael, fight ye not againſt the Lozd God 
of your Fathers, for yt hall not p2oſper! 3 
In which Speech, tis obſervable, that Abjjah. 
inſiſts poſitively, . That the Lord had given the 
Kinodom of Iſrael to David and to his Peirs for ever, 
in due Courſe of ucteſſion; and that ſuch his Di⸗ 
vine Pereditary Right thereto, was by a Covenant 
(or Ordinance, or Inſtitution) never to be alter- 
ed, that is to ay, Judefeaſible ; He Charges Jero- 


boam with Rebellion againſt his Lord, and withſtand- - 


ing the kingdom of the Kozd in the Hand of the Sons 
6f David; and finally aſſures them, that in fighting 


: againſt him, they fought againſt the Lozd' God, 


and therefore ſhould not pꝛoſper. All which would 
have been very Improper and Impertinent for him 
to have mentioned, eſpecially in ſo ſolemn and 


Publick an Appeal (and Jeroboam or his Party, 


might eaſily have objected it to him, as ſuch) if 
he had not been the Right Heir of the Youſe of 
David, as I have proved him to have been. 
I might likewiſe-have obſerved, how he upbraids 
the Ulurper vith Caſting out the Pꝛieſts of the Lozd 
under Pretence of his Lay-Depzivations, and Jn- 
truding others into their Offices by State-Ads, 
and Impoſing a New-®tate-Religion dpon the 
Multitude, &c. But I ſhall waive the further Conſi- 
deration of theſe Particulars, at preſent. ; 


P However 
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106 The ſhort HISTORTof 
However this Speech of his had no Effe& upon 
the Audience. For Jeroboam (who truſted not in 
God, but in his own Strength and Policy, as Uſur- 
pers uſually do) cauſed an Arabuſhment to come 
about behind them And when Judah looked back, 
behold the Battle was before and Behind; ahd they 
cried unto the Lozd, And — Esd ſmote Jeroboam 
and all Iſrael, before Abijah and Judah, and God 
delivered them into their Hand —— either did ſe- 
roboam recover Strength again in the Days of Abijah; 
and the Lo2d ſtrook him, and he died. 
After the Death of Jeroboam, his Son Nadab 
was ſcarce warm in the Throne, when Baaſha flew 
him, and reigned in his ſtead; deſtroy ing the 
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„ whole Houſe of Jeroboam (a). - | 

5 He dying left his Son Ela, to be ſerved as him- 
. ſelf had ſerved Nadab (G). 1 1 
4 Zimri, having deſtroyed the Houſe of Baaſha, 


and Uſurped the Sovereignty for ſeven Days, at 
length, being ſtreightened by Omri, became his own 
Executioner (c). HE os 
Then were the People of Iſrael divided into two Parts: 
Half — followed Yibni — to make him King; and 
half followed Omri. Upon which Diviſion (as is 
common where the Peop e take upon them to chuſe 
their King) there enſued a Civil War : But the Peo- 
ple that followed Omri prevailed ; ſo Tibni died, 
and Omri reigned (d). 3 „ 
Omri, by this Conqueſt, and the People's Ele- 
gion, ſeemed to have a Pꝛovidential Settlement - 
And was ſucceeded by his Son Ahab; and he by 
his Son Abaxziah; and he by his Brother Jehoram (b). 
And his Succeſſion is recorded (as a ſtrong Proof 
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6 — 71 Kin. XV, 27. (660 — x. 1. () - 
CES: (4) -——— xvi. 21, 22, (e) 1 Kin. xvi, 28. 


mi XX, 40. 2 Kin. 7, 17. | 


the Regal Succeſſion, &c. 107 


of the Right of Pzorimity of Blood) with this 
Reaſon, becauſe Ahaziah had no Son; and chere- 
fore Jehoram was the ert of Bin, according to 
the Law of Inheritantes (a); which is as much as to 
inform us, that Jehoram could have had no Right 
to the Crown, if there had been any one Nearer ef 
Kin to it than himſelf. But however, ſo far was 
that Pꝛovidential Right (as they call it), or the 
Pꝛelcription of Eight and Forty Tears” P oſſeſſion, 
{rom ſecuring the Eftabliſhment of the Houſe of 
Omri, that Jehu, by Expteſs Commiſiion from God, 
ö deſtroyed that whole Houſe and Kindred (C). 
b In this Place, we read, in that vaſtly: populous 
_ Kingdom of Iſrael (which, in Jeroboam's time, could 
afford an Army of Eight Hundred Thouſand Fighting 
Men at. once) that the Church of God conſiſted but 
of Seven Thouſand Souls, who had not complied 
f with the pzevailing Iniquity ok the Times, - inclu- 
| ing all the Knees which had not bowed unto Baal, and 
every Mouth which had not kiſſed him (c). Such an In- 
finite Diſproportion was there betwixt the Mzthodor 
and the Schiſmaticks in thoſe Days! And when Je- 
horam went down (with the King of Edom) to Eliſha, 
the Prophet faid unto him, Whar' have I to do with 
Thee? Get thee to the Prophets of thy Father, and to the 
Prophets of thy Mother — (meaning the Falſe Pꝛo⸗ 
pbets, who hardned him in his Schiim, and coun- 
tenanced him in his Jbolatry) ; declaring to him, 
| As the Lord of Hoſts liveth, before whom I ſtand, ſurely, 
p were it not that I regard the Prefence of ſehoſophat, 
y the King of Judah, I would not look toward thee, no2 
£ {re thee, © So much was the Reſpect, which the Pro- 
80 phet paid to a Lawful and Qꝛthodox Prince, diffe- 
rent from his Behaviour to a Schiſmatick and Uſur- 
per (4)! | 1 
P 2 © This 
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(a) Numb. xxvii. 8. (5) 2 K 114. (c) 1 Kin, xix. I F 
la) 2 Kin, iii, 13. eee 
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This Fehoram. was flain by Jehu, who reigned: in 
his Stead (2) And yet Jebu himſelf being an Ado⸗ 
later, ſhews,. that his Dominion was not founded 
in Gzace. However, he having fulfilled the expreſs 
Commandnient of the Lord, his Family held the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Sqvereign, Power above, One Hundred Tears 
(by the Promiſe of the Lord) to the Fourth Ge- 
TTW 

Vet, no ſooner was the preſcribed Term expi- 
red, but Shallum deſtroy d the Poſterity of Jeha (b). 
And having; zſurpd the Throne one Month, was 
deſtroyed by, Menahem his Succeſſor (c). And Me. 
nahem dying, his Son Pekahiah was deſtroyed by 
Pekah (d) And he by Hoſea (e); who continued 
the Uſurpation till they were all together led into 
Captivity by Shalmanex ar, ing of AMhria (F), and 

never were heard of more as a Kingdom. or 
People; all thoſe that we meet withal now in the 

World being the Poſterity of the Loyal Tribe of 
- However, tho” the Succeſſion: of Iſrael was not ſo 
regularly maintain'd, as it was in Judah, by a conti- 
nu'd Chain of Hereditary Deſcent: Yet, even here too, 
whoever. obtained the Crown, and left it in Peace; 
was always ſucceeded by his Sen, or other ext heit, 
according to the Law of Nature. Such was the 
uninterrupted:;Succeſſion Of 'Feroboam and Nadab (his 
Son); of Baaſha and Ela (his Son); of Omri and 
Ahab, Ahaziah and Jehoram (his Son and two Grand- 
ſons); of Jehu and Jehoahaz, Joaſb, Jeroboam and Za. 
chariah (his Son, Grandſon, Great Grandſon; and 
Great Great Grandſon); and of Menabem and Pe- 
kahiah (his Son); as more fully appears in the fore- 
going Hiſtory. And, of all the Revolutions a- 
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and was himſelk a King (a), before he made any 
Attempt upon his Maſter. And, as for the reſt, 


tho" God Almighty doth oftentimes raiſe up (or ra- 


ther permit) certain Rebels to be his Inſtrumenes of 
Morath, to puniſh Irregular Princes (as it is his ſole 
prerogati ve to do, he not being bound to thoſe 
Laws which he preſeribeth to others) - Yet, un- 
leſs they have an Expreſs Warrant from him, as qehu 
had, they are but Rebels ſtill. And therefore, it 


| follows, ( as an Author before quoted well obſerves) 
that © ic is Treaſon. for any Subjects, upon the 


„ ſpecious Pꝛzetence of [Executing God's Decree and 
© Vengeance, to raiſe Nur, make Sedition, to Depoſe 


TH Us have I gone through: the whole Hiſto- 
ry of the Kings of Judah. and Ifrael, with due Care 
and Impartiality: And now (though Lam not o- 
bliged to it by my preſent Undertaking) I ſhall 
juſt caſt my Eye abroad in the World; where- 


and Kill their Lawfnl Þ zince (0! 


in, that the ſame Regard was had to this Heres 


ditary Deſcent, by Proximity of Blood, even uni- 
verſaly among the Nations alſo, we may Saen from 


theſe few Evidences following. 


When Abimelech, King of Gera, defired Abras 
ham to enter into Covenant with him, Swear unto 


me nor with my * nor with my Sons Son (c). — 
That the Kingdom of Pharaoh in Egypt; was He- 
reditary, we find, where we read, that the Lord 
ſmote all the Fri urn; 5m the Firſt⸗boꝛn of 
Pharaoh, that ſat on 15 Throne, (d) &c. or (as it 
18 


2 — 
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FX Kin. ir. 6. 0) Jenner's Peg ef Primogen, 5. 35: O04 
weſe xi. 23. (a) Exod. x/7. eg. 


ibe Nagl Succeſſam, &c. 109 


mong them, . none are juſtified- except that of Jeh#- 
only: Nor that any otherwiſe than for that he had 
an erp:eſs Warrant: kzom the Loꝛd, for what he dg 


that thou wilt not deal falſely. with 
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110 Thefhort HISTORY of 
is in ſome Tranſlations) that was to fit on his Throne: 
And again, where it 1s ſaid, in the Perſon of Pha- 
raoh, I am the Son of the Ancient Kings (a). To 
which we may add, what is well obſerved by our 
Judicious Countryman, to put the Matter out of all 
Controverſy. The Crown Royal (ſays he) always 
< paſſed by Deſcent, and not by Election Which 
te (beſides Conſent of Authors) the Scriptures alſo 
< prove. For, whereas Joſeph bought all the Land 
« of Egypt for Pharaoh, if the Crown had paſſed 
ce by Election, then ſhould Pharaoh's Children here- 
cc by either have been enthrall'd, among the reſt 
« of the People, to the next Succeſſor, or, en- 
ce joy ing their Father's Land, tho? not his Eſtate (or 
Royal Dignity), have been more mighty than 
E the King, as Landlords of all Egypt, and the King 
ec himſelf their Tenant ” (b). 1 
When Nahaſb, the King of the Children of Am- 
mon, died, Hanun his Son, reigned in his Stead (c). 
In the Anſwer, which the King of Tyre return'd 
to Solomon's Meſſage, he tells him, he has ſent him 
Workmen of Huram his Father (d); which ſhews, 
that he was his Father's Heir m that Kingdom. 
When the King of Moab ſacrificed his Eldeſt 
Son, it is written, that he rook his Eldeſt Son chat 
ſhou d have reigned in his ſtead (e), or (as Joſephus 
expreſſes it) who ought in right to fucceed him in 
the Kingdom (f ). e 5 
By Belfhazzar's inheriting his Father (o), Nebu- 
chadnezzar's Kingdom, we may perceive it was the 
Rule in thoſe. Countries. 
From which Hints (and ſeveral others in the 
Holy Scriptures), we may conclude t he General Ex- 
2 IN 7445 YVETTE 


— 


(3) Iſa. xix. 11. 650 Raleigh, fol. 200. (ec) 2 Sam. x. 1. 
1 Chro. xix. 1. (4) 2 Chro. ii. 13. (e) 2 Kin. ii 27. (F] An- 
tig. Jud. l. ix. 6.7, (g) Dan. v. 2. LEE 
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tent of the Law of Nature amongſt all Nations: 
But as that may be more amply made appear from 
other Authors, this may ſuffice here. 


A 8 10 the Ceſars, (or Nane E hi that i is, 
the Higher Powers, to whom our Bleſſed Sæviour 
and his Apoſtles, have taught us to ſabmit our ſelves, 
their particular Titles are not to be aſcertained 


from the Holy Scriptures: But as it is very proper, 


to know ſomewhat thereof, for the better under- 
ſtanding the Nature and Extent of that Duty of 
Sub, eckion, the following Extract has been made, 

with all due Brevity, from Authors of Unddubted 
Credit. 

But, to obviate all Objettions, as if 0 (jocording co 
the foregoing Hiſtory) in order to entitle theſe Re- 
man Emperours to the Obed:ence of their Subjects, for 
Conſcience ſake, I ought firſt to prove every one of 
them to have had a ſtrict Hereditary Right to the 
Throne, I find it neceſſary to premiſe, That, tho? 
m Conqueſt, in it ſelf, is but a falſe Gloſs, put on 
cc the worſt and blackeſt of Crimes, Injuſtice, Rob- 


c bery, and Cruelty (a)”, and therefore can give 


no Prince any better Title to a Crown, than an High- 
way-man has to any Purſe he can catch: Yet, tis a- 
greed, by all Caſuiſts, That Power, howſoever un- 
lawfully obtained, may be Legitimated, and com- 
mence Authozity, either, by Expreſs Revelation 


from God Almighty, as that of Saul, David, and So- 


lomon did, or by the utter Extinction and Failure of 
all thoſe who have a prior Right, hike that of Aba-. 
ziah, abovementioned (b), or elſe by the Sub⸗ 
miſſion, and Diſclaimer of him to whom the Crown 
of Right belongs: In any of which Caſes,  *tis a- 
greed, the Valeo: becomes duly Authorized, and 

entitled 


* 


— 


(2) Barazt's S:rm, 31 D2:en. 1706. (3) Page 84. | 


2 


B : 
e E 2 A =, 3 
= 8 — A = 

V1 "Lp ye roo — => p 

. A IT ante. 4 


ERS 


— 
2 


—— > — 2 2 
— 1 - ** 
. 4 <A * — 


I 


989 >: 4 ” 3% be. #7 
* > *. „ > 
a 1 __ . * + * be ont, 
N 
+. — —— % — 
5 * — © Ba” 
. x - 6 , N Fi 


* 5, Sn » 
— 


— — 
ES 
: yas. * — 


* 
I 
— of oe 
** IE 


_ 
r 


r 
4 2 — * 
bs A 
8 1 -- 
—_ 


Ix "Io 

* . 5 17” 

— — 

SY 8 N 3 — — 


112 The wt HISTORT.of 


entitled to the Alegiance of his Suhjett s, by what 


Means ſoever he became poſſe of the Power becauſe 
he then requires nothing of them, but what is in 


their own Power, and they are at Liberty to pay 


him, without doing Wrong to any Third Perſon : * 
for that is the great Objettion againſt Submiſſion to 
Powers de alto, fo long as there are * others 
claiming, de Jure. 

Nov, to apply this to the Caſe beſore us. It is 
not denied, but that upon our Saviour's appearing 


in the Fleſh, the Sceptre was departed from ſudah, and 
the Jews were become Subjects to the Romans, by 


the Dedition or Submiſſion of Hyrcanus + But the 
Controverſy is, whether the Emperours then reigninr 
(to whom the Sabjeckion was commanded in the Goſ- 
pel) were Lawful Emperours ? Or whether the Subjection 
were duc. to them as to the Powers fo the Time in 
being, without any Reſpelt had to the Legality or Il- 
legality of their Titles? 
_Fhis being the Queſtion, we muſt obſerve, That 
Auguſtys was upon the Throne when our Saviour | 
was born: and therefore we muſt enquire into his 
Title, as well as thoſe of Tiberius, Caligula, Clau- 
dius and Mero; who are all that come within the 
Compaſs of this Controverſy. And all theſe were 
Lawkul Emperours, as in the following Extract will 
De made appear. 

For (not to inſiſt here upon the Manner of acqui⸗ 
rino it, which indeed was by Reſiſting and Rebel- 
Ling againſt, their Kings, as all other popttlar States 


And Common-wealths began) the Supzeme Power 


was veſted in the Senate of Rome, as Repreſentatives 


of the People: And that, without any Claim or Pre- 


tention kept up by their Ki ings, or any other Competiticn 
to the contraty ;, ſo that they were then lawiully 
poſſeſt of the Covernment, in the ſame manner, as 
our Neighbours the Dutch, have been, ever ſince 


the Kings 72 Spain ha the! T Claim of Sovereignty, 
| | Over 


* 
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over chem. I ſay, the Supreme Power was thus lawy 


fully in the Senate, without, any e ee when 


JULIUS CASAR, having b 95 Pompey, made 


himſelf Abſolute Maſter of, the beige bal ſh Fo " 


But the Senate and People, We efore ha 
own Hands, having immediately made 


it. in t — 


compliment thereof for his Life, that N of choirs 


gave him a good Right and Authority to hat 

before in his Peer; ſo th af wee ONION 
their Lawful Soverei u Bent thenceforwards, with- 
out any Competition, ſo long as he liyv d.- and, was 0+ 


| bey'd by them as ſuch. Nor was that all, For he 


was e with the greateſt Joy imaginable, and 
inveſted with ſuch Honours an Power, as they 

never before conferred on an, In hort, they made 
him all that was Great, and never t ught they had 


enough to beſtow upon him > ill he, beginning to Ex- 
erciſe the Power they had given him, was Afſaſhina- 


ted, in the; Senate Houſe, n der Pretencę of the 
Pubtiek Good, and re oring the Liberty ok the 
Subject; and that too, by a Sett of Cel ent, 
who were all under the greateſt Perlonal n 
gatlons to him. 

But © Publick Good, Reformation of * N 
« Zeal for Religion, are ever pretended, and as con- 
6 ſtantly invaded, in the Courſe of ſuch Proceed 
* 1ngs, till at laſt, the Well meaning, that for the 
«© Sake of theſe were drawn, in to affiſt, find them- 
ſelves cheated out of them all.(a — * T hus the 


People ſoon finding e ciſappormted of the 
Advantages which the Cyuſpirators had flatter d 


them wit at, began to ny. and burn their 


Hou (as "they deſer d); which gave Deavius 


; andi A Bo Opportunity to ingratiate im- 
el 


wit the Senate and People, 1 purſuing the 
Q 1 
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Kegicides to Death. After which, and his Victory 
over his Competitors, he ſo wrought upon the Senate, 
that they befought him earneftly to take the Em- 
pire upon himlelk alone. Whereby all the Au- 
thority of the Senate and People being freely and vo- 
luntarily transterred and confirm'd to Auguſtus, by 
their own Ac, the Imperial Power thenceforwards 
became- a Legal Conftitntion, and was indeed 
Thorsughly ſettled and eſtabliſhed in him; as 1s 
acknowledg'd, by Dr. Srillingfleet (a), as well as 
by all other Writers. Nay, and fo forward were 
they, in inveſting him with the Supreme Power, that 
(as the ſame Learned Author (b) obſerves from 
Dio, they offer d to bind their Allegiance to him 
by Daths : which however he w:ſely refuſed, for 
this Reaſon; © He conſidered well, that if they 
<< gave their free Conſent, they would do what they 
c promiſed without Swearing, and if they did not, 
3 180 Daths in the Mozld would not make 

e F 

Thus was he confeſſedly a Kawful Sovereign, 
in Obedience to whoſe Decree, Joſeph and Mary 
(then big with Child) went up to Jeruſalem, to be 
Taxed (c); and in whoſe Time our Bleſſed Saviour 


choſe to appear in the Fleſh. 


A uguſt as dying, Tiberius (whom he ha adop- 
ted, and made his Partner in the Empire) was 
left with the Power in his hand, and without any 
Rival, (no Pꝛetendet appearing to put in a Claim 
againſt him): So that“ Nome ruecre in Servitium 
Fe Confubes, Patres, Equites 8 . The Romans, of all | 
Degrees, crowded, to fhew their Forwardneſs to Subject 
themſelves to him. And, after many earneſt Entrea- 
ties on the one part, and feigned Refuſals on 15 
\ | e F 7 ONT, 


" Pp 5 
5111841. 


* * : 


2 3 
* * 


(a) Unreaſ. New Separat. p. 39. (5 Ibid p. 40. (c) St. 


Luke ii. 1. (4) Tacit. Aun. !. 3. 
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other, he was at length, quaſi Cvactus (a), as it were 8 
compelled, or forced, with ſome ſeeming. . Reluſt ancy, to ] 
, take the Government pon him, as 4 Man does & - | 
- Burthen upon his Shoulders; meerly to oblige the People. | 
— Thus was this Emperour in the Throne, during 
- all the time of our Saviour's Preaching. + And, as 
he had all the Right that was then required, accor- 
ding to the Conſtitution of that Empire : So was that 
Right confirmed to him by our Saviour himſelf, who 
was the Natural-born King of the Jews (); and 
whoſe Pedigree is derived in a direct Line of Heredita . 
ry Deſcent, from Abraham, by St. Matthew (c), and 
from Adam by St. Luke (d). For, when the Queſtion þ 
was put to him, concerning the Payment. of Tribute to 
Cæſar (e), he did not only determine it in favour. of 
Czſar, as a Duty to him, but likewiſe, to make it ſtill 
more Exemplary, he wrought a Miracle to paß 
the ſame for himſelf: And when the People would 
have taken him by force to make him a King, he de⸗ 
parted into a Mountain himſelf alone (). Nor did 
he only thus waive his Claim, and ſubmis himſelt 
to Cæſar, but he declared alſo, That his Kingdom 
was not of this World : If my Kingdom were of this 
World (ſaid he) then would my Servants fight (g; 
Expreſſing thereby the great Duty indiſpenſibly in- 
cumbent upon all Subjects, in General, to aſſiſt 
and fight kor their Natural Sovereign, whenever 
his Service requires it. For what a Modern Divine 
ſays of Engliſi-Men, is equally true, of all Sub- 
jects, that they are all © born Subjects to their Law- 
< ful: Prince: And tho? they have never taken any 
© Oath of Allegiance to him, they are as much lia- 
c ble — as iftheyehad been under the Ong 
1 | 93 „„ 
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(a) Sueton p. 24. (5) Se. Matt. 11. 2. () — Chap,i. (4 
| Chap. iii, (e) St. Mat. xxii. 21. xvii, 27. JS, 
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„ 
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5 XX -- b . 
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ed oo 
. BRI 


* 


e on of a Thoufand Solemn Oaths and Promiſes 
(a) : And that © the Subjects or Servants of all 
* Lawful Princes, are obliged, by the very Nature 
of Government and the Agreement of all Man- 
© kind, to endeavour by force of Arms, if other- 
* wiſe they cannot, to reſcue and defend their 
* Soveraigns, from any Jnjuries offered them by 
© any of their Enemies (b). But as, in this 
particular Caſe, our Bleſſed Saviour did not make 
any Claim of his Rigbt: So neither would he ſuffer 
his Followrers to Reſiſt the Civil Power which him- 
ſelf had Authorized, though, at that very. Inſtant, 
it was imployed on a moſt Wicked Deſign (even 
no leſs than the Death of the Saviour of the World), 
but ſharply reproved Peters Unwarrantable Zeal ; 
declaring that all they that rake (aſſume, or Uſurp) 


the Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword (c). And give 


me leave here to borrow a juſt Concluſion of a 
Great Man now living, from this very Caſe, that“ if 
<< neither the Malice of the Jews, nor the Inno- 


* cence of our Lord; if neither the Truth of our 


* Religion perſecuted in its Founder, nor the ap- 
parent Marks of Malice and Envy, of Violence 
% and Oppreſſion, which appeared in the whole 
& Courſe of their Proſecution of him, were Suffici- 
< ent to warrant St. Peter to draw the Sword in his 
„ Defence, againſt that Legal Authority by which 
they atted;, We muſt Conclude, that neither 
< will any of theſe Pꝛetences Suffice to juſtify 
* any other Cyriſtians, in the like Circumſtances, 
* now But if it ſhall pleaſe God, at any time, to 


permit the Lawful Powers to be againſt Vs, and 
© make them that hate us to Rule over us, we 
£< muſt follow the the Example of our bleſſed Ma- 


580 ſter, 
5 


— 0 n — 
* * - ; * 
* — ” : * 


— — 


4 — 


(as) Milbourne. 


„ 


7 


30 Jan. 1507. P. 5. (1) Id. 30 Jan. 1715. 


5. 3. (6) Sr. Matt. xu vi. 5 2. 


of that Unchriſtian Doctrine of killing and Depo- 


the Regal Succeſſion, Ke. 
ce ſter, and ſubmit Patientiy to their Authority 


c and not, with this warm Apoffle, take the Sword 


« againſt thoſe, to whom God has committed the 
cc Pgwer of the Sword ”” (a). And this he very 
properly calls the true Chriſtian Doftrine of Sub⸗ 


miſſion (or, in other Words, Paſſive Obedtente and 


Non-Reſiſtance) to the Civil Pagiſtrate. For this our 
Bleſſed Saviour himſelf taught us, when he patiently 


' ſubmitted himſelf to die by the Judgmentof Pilate 


(who acted by theLawful Emperoꝛ's Commithon), 


acknowledging, that his Power was given him W 


above (b). 


And, that the Jews paid all this Submiſſion to the 
Emperor, as a Duty to their Lawful Sovereign, 


we may gather from the Rage or Fury wherewith 
they proſecuted our Saviour as an Enemy to Cæſar. 


When they brought him before Pilate, they accus 


ſed him with Perverting the Nation, and forbidding 
to give Tribute to Gzlar (c)! When Pilate ſhewedan 


| Inclination to releaſe him, they cried out, If thou let 


this Man go thou are not Cæſar's Friend (u)! And 
again, when he ſaid unto them, ſhall I Cracify yout 


King? the Chief Prieſt anſwered, we have no Ning 


but C«ſar (e); thereby expreſly affirming, that 
Ceſar was their Lawful Soveraigh. ' 5 

Such was the Right of Tiberius, by whoſe; Aus 
thority our Bleſſed Saviour was put to Death. But 


I can't leave it, without this Remark, relating to 
the raſh Reſiſtance of that Authority, That, as Peter 


(from whom the Pope pretends to claim his Su- 
premacy) was the Perſon reſiſting, ſo the Perſon 
wounded and miraculouſly healed again, was called 
Malchus () (which in the Original ſignifies a Ring) 
not without a Myftery, to ſhew us the Unlawfmi 


ling 


2 


(a) Wake's Serm. before the Lords 30 Jan. 1707. (a) St. 


Joh. xix, 11, (e) S. Luk. xxiii. 11. (a) St, Job. win; 125) @ 


— 25. (f) Sr. Luke xxii. 51, St. Joh, xviii. 10. 
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fng Lawful Kings, fo much contended for by 
fome of the wozſt of Papiſts, and from them 
taken up by the wozſt of thoſe who call themſelves 
Pzoteſtants ! p 
After Tiberus's Death, Caligula (who was the 
People s Darling for his Father's ſake) by the joint 
Conſem of the Senate and People, was declared Emperour, 
and the whole Sovereign Power (a) lodg'd in his Hands 
But, being in a ſhort time ſlain by fome of the 
Diſappointed People, he was ſucceeded by a fi iotous 
Anarchy (as is Common in all Elective Kingdoms), till 
Claudius was found out and raiſed to the Throne, 
by Common Conſent. And he, having adopted Nero, 
his "ha was eafily accompliſhed after Claudius's 
Death. TY: 5 
During all which Succeſſions, there is not indeed 
the leaſt Footſtep of a Lineal Hereditary Deſcent in 
the Roman Empire, but the Succeſſion to the Impe- 
rial Throne was Elective, Caſual, Uncertain, and Ar- 
bitrary + and whofdever obtained the Sovereign Power 
by the Conſent of the Senate and People, was the 
Undoubted Lawful Sovereign, according to the 
Conftitution of the Roman Empire. Becauſe (as I 
ſaid before) there was, after that, no ſuch thing as 
a Competition for the Throne, nor any Pzetender to 
a better Title: Aud, 1 believe, tis agreed on all 
Sides, that Poſſeſſion, how ſoever obtained, muſt be 
preſum'd to be Righeful, until a better Title appears. 
So that, in a Word, I ſhall make no doubt of all 
the above-named Emperours being Lawfully poſſeſſed - 
of the Sovereign Power, at leaſt, till I am inform'd 
who were better intitled thereto, and whether 
ſuch better Title was kept up, and aſſerted, in Op- 
poſition to the Poſſeſſor; that is (as we commonly ex- 


preſs it now-a-days), whether there were Princes 
- de 
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him to expreſs and diſtinguiſh the | 
to whom | he. commanded our Subjectian. For” 1 
E=OTEIAI (which he there and every where elſe 
makes Choice of, for that Purpoſe) being derived 
from Fe licet (which ſignifies to be Lawful, 
does always, and only, denote Lawful Powers? 
Whereas AYNAMEIS, from Jvrauer, poſſum (which 


” (a) Ad, xxv, To,” (b) Rom, X11 6 


mM. 4 75 | * 1 


de Jute, prerending to, or claiming the Throne; a- 


gainſt thoſe that were only de Fado in Poſſeſſion of | 
it. And therefore, to me, it is nothing ſtrange, -. 


that St. Paul ſhould: Appeal. from an Inferior Mai- $ 


ſtrate, to CASAR himſelf (4), who was the LA.. 


ful Supreme Power; and to whom he had cm 
manded every Soul to be ſubject foz Conſcience 


fake (b). Tho' when we conſider the perſonal 


Qualifications of that Ceſar, even Nero, a Moniter * 


of a Man, it ſhould convince us, that in the Apo 
fle's judgment, when he appealed to him, Domi⸗ 
nion was not founded in Gzace, ©  * 


Ghoſt inſpir 


from the Word by. which m_—_ 


ſignifies to be Able) would have, in General, denoted 
any kind of Power, which a Man was able to get in- 


to his Hands; if the Apoſtle*'s Meaning had not 


been particular, as well as his Expreſſion. And it 
would be a Blaſphemous Preſumption to. imagine, 


avi 


that the Holy Ghoſt” (by whoſe Inſpiration thoſe 


_ Holy Books were witten) ſhould not uſe a Word 


N. for his own Meaning. 3 
Here I might have further purſu'd the Inquiry, 


whether the Chriſtian Doctrine hath made any Al- 
teration in the Rights of Xizgs and Duty of 
Subjects; or whether that gives any greater Encou- 


ragement _ 


hs * 
7 —_ r 1 


Nor des it appear, how he would have behay'd 
himſelf towards an Ufurper (with regard to the 
- Rights of the Lawful Prince), had he been under one; 
unleſs we may gueſs (as I think we ma 3 


igbet Powers, 


* : 


Lhe: to en dition, | 
2 under thenold Mask of . Religion — 7 
Kut it is fo, far from it; that, what God then 
| "4 declared to be diſpleaſing to him, by ſuch" 18 
| £ Mar wack Judgments (as are herein before ves 

21 hathybeen now more: fully manifeſted h 
frequent Prrcepts and vehement Exhortatiuns, h 
the moſt - weighty Argaments, and the conſtant? 
Practice of 3 firſt and the beſt of Chriſtiane, and 
2 1— 2 _ black: Character, which: is ſet Ton | 

+ who: under a Preſe nes: of Chriſtian Liber 
472 id deſpiſe Dominion, aud ſpeak. evil . Dignss 
7 ties, and foliow crab in his Rebellion (2) ; how 
4 ever they may pleaſe themſelves with greates 
4 3 Habe than former Ages had, in this Matter, they 

ate ſaid to be ſich; for whom is reſerved. they 
ba „les ifor ever (H ð ͤ 110M 
113 Thus have I faithfully per ent 4 rel 
= | -. foiled at the Beginning; „ And if any thing here 
3 in is of Uſe toward ſettling. the Minds of my 
Readers, in Mattersof ſo great aud univerſal Cot 
cern, I have my End, and ſhall add no more buf 
this . I am as free from Prejudice 
Man living, refore ſhall Yeadily — ] 
—_ ed corrett any agel e, 2 — i? & ay 1 
x Lapened to be guilry of, in this ſhort Hiſtory, upon du 
25 and een Ooh aud Nr fo any 250 b ö 
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